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LIFEGUARDS LAUNCH PUBLIC APPEAL... 

'Theft of Quad rescue 
bike could cost lives’ 

- Rest Bai / Club captain warns 



LEFT; Club captain Chris Page on the Quad bike that was later stolen, 
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THE theft of their £8,500 
emergency Quad bike has 
prompted Rest Bay Lifeguard 
Club to launch a fundraising 
appeal to replace the one stolen 
from the Lifeguard station. 

A vital part of operations, it was 
used as a rapid response vehicle to 
reach casualties on the beach quickly, 
and also to launch a surf rescue power- 
craft to assist people in difficulties. 

“The club has around 200 members 
from seven upwards and the quad bike 
was used to support training opera¬ 
tions. Without the ability to tow and 
launch the safety boat to cover training 
sessions, these sessions could be put in 
jeopardy,” said club captain Chris 
Page. 

“We have been left devastated by 
how thieves could steal a rescue vehi¬ 
cle. To make matters worse, our insur¬ 
ers would not cover this vehicle for 
theft. As a result, we now need to raise 
a substantial amount of money before 
summer 2013 starts. 


“Without the ability to reach casual¬ 
ties on the beach, or launch rescue 
powercraft quickly, I have no doubt 
that lives at Rest Bay will be at risk. 

“In 2012, lifeguards at Rest Bay per¬ 
formed 93 first aids, found 26 missing 
children, rescued six people and assist¬ 
ed a further 17 from the water. 

“The quad was used in a large per¬ 
centage of these incidents. 

“We are very grateful to members of 
the community who have already 
donated to the appeal, but still need 
your support, as we have a substantial 
amount to raise. 

“If you’re involved with an organi¬ 
sation or company who may be able to 
help out, please get in touch. 

“You can contact us via our face- 
book or twitter pages or by email: 
info @ restbaylifeguards.org. uk 

“If you wish to donate to the appeal, 
please visit our online fundraising 
page, www.virginmoneygiving.com 
and search for Rest Bay. ” 


Arson attack on 
Maes y Felin flat 


POLICE are 
appealing for wit¬ 
nesses, after a “seri¬ 
ous” arson attack at 
a flat on Maes y 
Felin, Wildmill. 

It occurred between 
10pm on Friday, 
December 28 and 9am 
on Sunday, December 
30, when a bag of rub¬ 
bish was placed against 
the front door and set 
alight. 

Detective Constable 
Rebecca Merchant, of 
Bridgend CID, said: 
“This was a serious 


incident which could 
have had a tragic out¬ 
come. Fortunately, the 
apartment was unoccu¬ 
pied at the time and the 
fire only caused damage 
to the front door. 

“We are appealing 
for any witnesses, or 
anyone who may have 
information regarding 
this incident, to contact 
us. ” 

Contact DC 
Merchant at Bridgend 
CID on 01656 679518 
or 101 or Crimestoppers 
free in confidence on 
0800 555111. 


PORTHCAWL RNLI 
VOLUNTEERS 
IN FLOOD RESCUE 

TWO volunteers from Porthcawl RNLI 
saved a woman who had been swept away 
by a fast-flowing river in the West Country. 

(See page 6 for the full story of how they 
reached her just in time). 


Two sought after 
raid on restaurant 


POLICE have 
launched an appeal 
for information, 
after an assault and 
burglary at The 
Blue Lounge 

Steakhouse 
Restaurant on The 
Esplanade, 
Porthcawl, in which 
a woman was 
injured. 

“The incident occurred 
at around 3 am on New 
Year’s Day when two 
males were disturbed 
while inside the premises. 
Following their distur¬ 
bance, one of the burglars 
assaulted a 44-year-old 
woman with a bottle, 
injuring her face,” a 
spokesperson said this 
week. 

Detectives have issued 
descriptions of the two 
suspects: One is described 
as white, around 5ft 6ins 
tall, of slight build with 
short, dark brown hair. He 
was wearing skinny fit 
dark jeans and a dark 
coloured T-shirt. He was 
aged in his late teens or 
early twenties. 

The second male is 
also white and around 6ft- 
6ft 2ins tall, slim build, 



LEFT: 

An e-fit image of 
one of the suspects. 


with medium brown hair, 
short on the sides and 
combed over on top. He 
was the same age as the 
first male. He was wear¬ 
ing skinny fit tan coloured 
chinos and a slim fit T- 
shirt which was light 
coloured with a logo on 
the front and a medium 
blue zipped hooded top, 
which was open. 

Detective Sergeant 


Paul Mason, of Bridgend 
CID, said: “This was a 
very serious assault, 
which resulted in the vic¬ 
tim receiving hospital 
treatment for her injuries. 

“There were a number 
of people gathered out¬ 
side the neighbouring 
take-away restaurant and 
we are appealing for any¬ 
one who may be able to 
assist us in apprehending 
those responsible to con¬ 
tact us.” 

Anyone with informa¬ 
tion is asked to contact 
DS Mason at Bridgend 
CID on 01656 679518, or 
free and anonymously via 
Crimestoppers, on 0800 
555111. 


HANDBAG 
SNATCHER 
STRIKES IN 
CORNELLY 


A HANDBAG 
snatcher is being 
hunted - after a 
woman was robbed 
in Cornelly last 
week. 

Police in Bridgend are 
investigating the theft, 
which occurred shortly 
after 1pm on Wednesday, 
January 2. 

A spokesman said: “A 
30-year-old woman had 
her handbag snatched as 
she was walking at the 
junction of Heol Las and 
Heol Llan in North 
Cornelly. 

“The victim was 
walking along Heol Las 
and, as she approached 
the junction with Heol 
Llan, her handbag was 
snatched by an unknown 
person who then made 


off along Heol Llan.” 

The spokesman said 
that the stolen handbag 
was white leather with 
the Coco Channel 
emblem on the side. It 
contained more than 
£200 in cash. 

The suspect is 
described as about five 
feet 10 inches tall and of 
broad build and wearing 
a dark hooded top and 
dark jeans. 

Police are appealing 
for any witnesses, or for 
anyone with any infor¬ 
mation about this theft, 
to contact Sergeant 
Mathew Lewis at 
Maesteg police station 
on 101 or anonymously 
via Crimestoppers on 
0800 555111. 


TRAVELLA 


GREAT 
REDUCTIONS 

UP TO 

50 % 


Clothing, Accessories, 
Gifts & Jewellery 

145 Commercial Street, 
MAESTEG 

□ Tel: 01656 733496 tZJ 
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Learners’ £3,500 to local 
mental health charity 



Left to right: 
Gayle Ford, 
ACT centre 
co-ordinator; 
Patsy Dierden, 
ACT skills 
trainer; Karen 
Powell, Mental 
Health Matters 
Wales; Tracey 
Watson, 

Mental Health 
Matters Wales; 
Andrew 
Cooksley; 
managing 
director of 
ACT Training. 


A TEAM of learn¬ 
ers from ACT 
Training has donat¬ 
ed £3,500 to Welsh 
mental health char¬ 
ity, Mental Health 
Matters Wales. 

Paige Sparrow, 

Ryan Gardener, Alex 
Mayhew and Shannon 
Mears, from ACT’s 
Bridgend Skills 

Academy, came first in 
the UK Grand Final of 
the Lloyds TSB 
‘Money for Life’ 
Challenge in May. 

They received £100 
of Lloyds TSB Bonus 
Bonds each, as well as 
the grand prize of 
£3,500 to donate to a 
charity of their choice. 

The team of 17-year- 
olds presented the 


Mrs S Thompson - land 
at Pont Rhyd y Cyff, 
Llangynwyd, Bridgend 

- proposed new stable 
and store. 

Mrs D Quinn - The 
Yard, Laleston Road, 
Cefn Cross, Cefn 
Cribwr, Bridgend - 

certificate of lawfulness 
for an existing use of 
yard and shed for stor¬ 
age. 

Bassetts (South Wales) 

Ltd - land at 
Dunraven Street, 
Bridgend Industrial 
Estate, Bridgend - 

construction of new car 
sales and associated 
servicing workshop. 

Mrs C Beveridge - St 
Roberts Primary 
School, Danylan, 
Aberkenfig - freestand¬ 
ing cover to play area. 
Mr Andrew Skinner - 
32 Coychurch Road, 
Bridgend - two storey 
three bed dwelling to 
rear gardens of 30-34 


cheque to Bridgend- 
based, Mental Health 
Matters, which pro¬ 
vides services for local 
people with mental 
health issues. 

The charity has 
branches in Bridgend, 
Caerphilly and 

Maesteg, and offers a 
number of services - 
including tenancy sup¬ 
port, well-being drop- 
in centres, community 
advocacy and 

befriending for the 
over-50s, training, 
information, communi¬ 
cation, lobbying and 
campaigning. 

The donation will go 
towards supporting the 
Well-being drop-in 
centre at Bridgend. 

ACT have worked 
closely with Mental 


Coycurch Road with 
two car parking spaces 
and garden. 

Ms L Evans - 50 
Commercial Street, 
Kenfig Hill - proposed 
double garage. 

T Rees Ltd - 24 John 
Street, Cefn Cribwr, 
Bridgend - single 
storey rear extension. 
Mrs Lewis - 14 
Badgers Mead, 
Brackla, Bridgend - 
conservatory to rear. 

Mr Nigel Walker - 
Clevisfield Cottage, 
Clevisfield Avenue, 
Porthcawl - single 
storey side extension. 
Mrs Avril Gifford - Plot 
adjacent 22 Queen 
Street, Brynmenyn, 
Bridgend - outline 
application for one 
dwelling - re-submis- 
sion of P/12/641/OUT. 
Ms V White - 44 
Graham Avenue, Pen- 
y-Fai, Bridgend - pro¬ 
posed dormer extension 


Health Matters Wales 
for over two years, 
with learners on the 
engagement pro¬ 
gramme visiting every 
Tuesday to do activities 
with the local people 
who use the charity’s 
services. 

As part of the 
‘Money for Life’ chal¬ 
lenge, the ACT learn¬ 
ers served a three 
course meal for the 
users, ho spent a whole 
afternoon offering 
feedback on their 
budget menu. 

Lisa Johns, area 
community services 
manager at Mental 
Health Matters Wales, 
said: “A donation of 
this size will make a 
real difference to our 
charity. It will enable 


to front and rear, porch, 
conservatory and 
garage. 

Valleys to Coast 
Housing Ltd - St 
David’s Way, 
Porthcawl - four one 
bedroom apartments. 

Ms L Ladbrooke - The 
Old Bakery, 6 St 
Christopher’s Court, 
Coity, Bridgend - 
demolish conservatory 
and erect single storey 
rear extension and 
dormer and two storey 
side extension. 

Mr Ben Board - 133 
Cowbridge Road, 
Bridgend - two storey 
side extension, extend 
single storey extension 
to double storey, alter 
existing outbuilding to 
create parking. 

HD Limited - The Toll 
House, 1 Derwen 
Road, Bridgend - rein¬ 
statement of door and 
window to Derwen 
Road elevation. 

Neath Port Talbot CBC 
- Mynydd Marchywel 
between Rhos and 
Cilfrew, Neath - OBS 
for five wind turbines 
with max blade tip 
height of 125.6m and 
associated works. 


us to take the people 
who use our services on 
trips and provide 
workshops and activi¬ 
ties during our well¬ 
being drop-ins. 

“We have worked in 
partnership with ACT 
for a few years now 
and it’s fantastic to 
meet young people who 
really want to do some 
good in their communi¬ 
ties. We are thrilled 
that they won the chal- 


A HOSPITAL fund 
which supports chil¬ 
dren with cystic 
fibrosis in Bridgend 
and the surround¬ 
ing area has 
received a cash 
boost from a local 
high school. 

Students from 
Porthcawl 

Comprehensive School 
held a special 
fundraising week in 
aid of several local 
charities. 

They raised £1,800 
for the cystic fibrosis 
fund at the Princess of 
Wales Hospital. 

The fund supports 
local children with the 
condition which affects 
their lungs and diges¬ 
tive system. 

Patients need to 
exercise and take med¬ 
ication every day to 
manage symptoms 
such as breathing diffi¬ 
culties. 

The money will be 
used for specialist 
equipment to help the 
young patients with 
their treatment. 

Amanda Slade, pae¬ 
diatric respiratory 
nurse specialist, said: 
“Thank you very much 
to the pupils at 
Porthcawl 
Comprehensive 
School. It is wonderful 
that they thought of us 
during their fundrais¬ 
ing week, and we hope 
they all enjoyed the 
different activities. 


lenge and really grate¬ 
ful that they thought of 
us when it came to 
making the donation.” 

Gayle Ford, centre 
co-ordinator at ACT’s 
Bridgend Skills 

Academy, said: 

“Our learners have 
benefited from volun¬ 
teering with Mental 
Health Matters Wales 
for the past couple of 
years. 


“We were absolutely 
delighted to receive 
their donation. 

“We will use the 
money to purchase 
nebulisers for our 
patients to use at 
home. They enable the 
children to breathe in 
their medication, 
which helps the air¬ 
waves to open more 
quickly and make 
breathing easier 


QUIZ 

LEAGUE 

TEASERS 

THE League 

resumes next week. 
Here are your 
teasers: 

1. Which American 
actress has received the 
most Oscar nomina¬ 
tions ever in her 
career? 

2. Who succeeded 
Clement Atlee as leader 
of the Labour Party in 
1955? 

3. Which former 
Lions’ captain was 
Ireland coach from 
1990-1992? 

4. Which of 
Shakespeare’s plays 
takes place in both 
Bohemia and Sicily? 

A RUDGE 
(for Quiz League) 
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Ramblers meet 

BRIDGEND Ramblers invite people to shed 
the pounds in a convivial atmosphere (the 
open air!) on any Sunday morning - assem¬ 
ble at Bridgend Recreation Centre car park 
by about 9.20am. 

See website www.bridgendramblers.co.uk 
for further details. 


Who wants to build 
what and where? 


School raises 
£1,800 for cystic 
fibrosis fund 


Local company is 
aiming to get the 
best out of its 
female workforce! 



ABOVE: Left to right - Rockwool Logistics director Ian Kellie, Rachel 
Morgan, Victoria Yandall, Sophie Hazell, Agile Nation project manager 
Hayley Dunne, Jane Watkins, Rockwool production director Bob Perry. 


ONE of Bridgend’s 
largest employers 
has stepped up its 
efforts to get more 
women into senior 
manufacturing 
jobs, by signing up 
for an innovative 
programme to help 
female production 
workers to climb 
the management 
ladder. 

Staff at Pencoed- 
based insulation manu¬ 
facturer Rockwool 
have benefited by 
enrolling on to ‘Agile 
Nation Ascent’, which 
is being run by the 
women’s economic 
development body, 
Chwarae Teg, to boost 
confidence, unlock 
their management tal¬ 
ents, and provide 
women with a recog¬ 
nised qualification. 

Two have already 
been promoted and 
more job progression is 
in the pipeline. 

The company called 
in Chwarae Teg to help 
them ensure more 
women in the business 
achieved their full 
career potential. 

The organisation 
works with businesses 
on a number of levels, 
including enrolling 
female staff on 
‘Ascent’, which pro¬ 
vides recognised man¬ 
agement training and 
follow-up mentoring. 

Ten women from 
Rockwool have earned 
accredited Institute of 
Leadership and 
Management (ILM) 
qualifications to help 
them climb the career 
ladder. 

Rachel Morgan 
started at Rockwool in 
2008 as a fork lift driv¬ 
er but since completing 
Ascent, has been pro¬ 
moted to team leader. 
She now works closely 
with her immediate 
line manager, the facto¬ 


ry’s process controller, 
and stands in for him 
when he is away, which 
means she is already 
gaining valuable expe¬ 
rience to support her 
further career progres¬ 
sion. 

Rachel said: “The 
Ascent programme was 
very useful and I’ve 
had lots of follow-up 
support from Chwarae 
Teg. 

“I feel the pro¬ 
gramme has helped me 
build confidence and I 
now understand more 
about the limits and 
skills of a team leader. 

“When attending the 
programme sessions I 
also got to meet lots of 
women from different 
industries and it was 
great to share ideas on 
management tech¬ 
niques. 

“My manager 
noticed my increased 
confidence and skills, 
and getting my promo¬ 
tion was the icing on 
the cake.” 

Bob Perry, produc¬ 
tion director at 
Rockwool, said: 
“Rockwool has a good 
history of tangible suc¬ 


cess with regards to 
breaking down barri¬ 
ers. For example, the 
Bridgend factory had 
Rockwool group’s first 
female factory manag¬ 
er in 1992. 

“We had always had 
women in the offices or 
labs, but in 2007 we 
wanted to attract 
women into manufac¬ 
turing, which is often 
seen as a man’s envi¬ 
ronment, so we had a 
drive to recruit local 
women. 

“Thank you to 
Chwarae Teg for their 
support and for pro¬ 
viding the training 
opportunities for our 
female workforce.” 

Hayley Dunne, Agile 
Nation project manag¬ 
er, said: “I thank the 
managers at Rockwool 
for identifying individ¬ 
uals they believed had 
great potential. 

“Congratulations to 
all the women who 
have undertaken the 
Ascent programme, 
and for proving your 
managers right.” 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL JANUARY 17) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 



will be 20 - 

■ 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

lOThur 

04.44 

9.3 

17.06 

9.4 

11 Fri 

05.37 

9.8 

18.05 

9.9 

12 Sat 

06.29 

10.3 

18.55 

10.2 

13 Sun 

07.17 

10.5 

19.41 

10.3 

14 Mon 

08.02 

10.6 

20.22 

10.2 

15 Tues 

08.46 

10.3 

21.06 

9.6 

16 Wed 

09.25 

9.8 

21.44 

9.4 

17 Thur 

10.05 

9.3 

22.23 

8.8 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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Claire, Gary and Diane’s 
Family Link with local 
disabled youngsters 


THREE local 
Family Link carers 
have been recog¬ 
nised for their dedi¬ 
cation and commit¬ 
ment to disabled 
children and young 
people at the 2012 
Understanding 
Disability Awards. 

As shortlisted nomi¬ 
nees, Claire and Gary 
Lewis of Maesteg, and 
Diane Rule of Cefn Glas 
were invited to attend the 
awards ceremony which 
celebrates active engage¬ 
ment and commitment to 
promoting positive atti¬ 
tudes towards people 
with learning disabilities. 

They were each pre¬ 
sented with certificates 
for their involvement 
with disabled children 
and for providing a num¬ 
ber of placements for 
children/young people of 
varying ages and disabil¬ 
ities. 

Claire and Gary have 
been carers with 
Bridgend County 

Borough Council for the 
last 14 years, Diane for 
13 years. All were recog¬ 
nised for the opportuni¬ 
ties they provide children 
and young people includ¬ 
ing encouraging inde¬ 
pendence by increasing 
their skills and knowl¬ 
edge, promoting commu¬ 
nity involvement and 
development through 
play and social outings. 

Coun Huw David, 
cabinet member for chil¬ 
dren and young people, 
said: “Family Link carers 
provide an invaluable 
service to the disabled 
children, young people 
and their families. They 
help them to develop, 
teach new skills, give 
them confidence and 
encourage interaction 
with their peers. 

“These carers create 
opportunities so the dis- 


ABOVE: 
Diane Rule. 

abled children can take 
part in a range of activi¬ 
ties within the communi¬ 
ty; something many of us 
probably take for grant¬ 
ed. 

“Between them, these 
carers continue to raise 
awareness of disability 
issues and the Family 
Link scheme within the 
wider community. They 
all deserve the recogni¬ 
tion and we are extreme¬ 
ly proud that they were 
shortlisted.” 

Gary and his wife 
Claire provide place¬ 
ments for two young 
boys. Gary said: “We 
provide the placements 
in our spare time, as 
Claire is in full time 
employment, and I’m a 
full time carer for my 
mum. We wouldn’t 
change it - being Family 
Link carers has truly 
enhanced our lives. 

“If you could spare a 
couple of hours a week or 
even an overnight stay, I 
would definitely recom¬ 
mend you contact the 
Family Link team and 
help give these children 
and their families a well- 
deserved break.” 

For further informa¬ 
tion on Family Link, con¬ 
tact (01656) 815442. 


Free microchip 
for local dogs 


LOCAL dog owners 
are being invited to 
take advantage of a 
special offer from 
Dogs Trust to get their 
dog microchipped for 
free at Dogs Trust 
Bridgend Rehoming 
Centre, Pen-y-Fai, 
Bridgend on Monday, 
January 14, between 
11am and 3.30pm. 

The Rehoming Centre 
hopes to microchip as 
many dogs as possible to 
help tackle the stray dog 
issue in Wales . 

Dogs Trust campaign 
manager for Wales, Sian 
Edwards, said: “We 
would like to urge dog 
owners to take advantage 
of this limited microchip¬ 
ping offer. 

“We have seen an 
increase in the number of 
stray dogs in Wales this 
year, from 9,482 in 2011 
to 10,230 in 2012, which 
shows the problem of 
stray dogs in the country 
is as prevalent as ever. 

“If your dog does get 
lost, a microchip can 
enable him to be traced 


and reunited with you. 

“While at Dogs Trust 
we never put a healthy 
dog to sleep, our rehom¬ 
ing centres are very 
stretched so we constant¬ 
ly need to reach out to 
dog owners to help them 
get their dogs 
microchipped and 
neutered - to help pre¬ 
vent the scores of stray 
and unwanted dogs we 
take in every year. 

“To take part, there is 
no need to book and the 
offer is regardless of the 
owners’ benefit status, so 
just bring your dog along 
to the event at Dogs Trust 
Bridgend Re-homing 
Centre, Pen-y-Fai, 
Bridgend. CF31 4NG.” 

Dogs Trust is the UK’s 
largest dog welfare char¬ 
ity and cares for over 
16,000 stray and aban¬ 
doned dogs each year 
through its network of 18 
rehoming centres nation¬ 
wide. 

For more information 
about the charity’s work 
please go to 
www. dogstrust. org. uk. 



ABOVE: Claire and Gary Lewis, with Ruth Wignall (centre). 


Headteacher 
Martin Griffiths 
presents the shield 
to Teyah Jones. 



ABOVE: Mike 
Meredith. 


Primary school 
names award 
in memory of 
an ex-govemor 


A FORMER gover¬ 
nor, Mike Meredith, 
who died last year, 
was remembered 
recently at Tynyrheol 
Primary School in 
the Garw Valley, 
when a new award 


YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE 
THE COMMUNITY NEWS 


Cracker 

Show 

UNDOUBTEDLY, the 
‘Christmas Cracker 
Show 4 held at the 
Labour Club in Kenfig 
Hill, was one of the 
best and most original 
introductions to 
Christmas. 

Produced and direct¬ 
ed by Linda Knight, the 
sell-out show was a pro¬ 
duction of high quality 
which exuded the true 
spirit and fun of 
Christmas, with items 
ranging from the tradi¬ 
tional, through to the 
high energy finale, 
which saw the whole 
audience on their feet 
singing and dancing 
along with the cast. 

A never-to-be-forgot¬ 
ten sight was the grace 
and elegance of the 
Ballerinas, along with 
the Snowman in the 
Dance of the Sugar 
Plum Fairy, or the dap¬ 
per footwork and the 
contortions of the Elves, 
who had probably had 
too many Brussels 
sprouts, stylishly per¬ 
formed by Clive (Boots) 
Williams, Steffan (the 
Tap) Jones, Enid Smith 
and Michelle Knight. 

Equally, who would 
forget the Labourette 
Trio (Angela Taylor, 


COMMUNITY 
NEWS from 
KENFIG HIM. 

AND PYLE 

by Richard Sims 


Telephone: 01656 746840 
Mobile: 07802 439679 

E-Mail: richardsims@talktalk.net 


Hayley’s 

quiz 

GEM contributor, 
Hayley Williams, who 
writes a regular 
4 Spooky Tales ’ col¬ 
umn, is presenting 
Hayley’s Charity 
Quick-Fire Quiz, in 
aid of Velindre cancer 
hospital, each Sunday 
at 5.30pm in the Swan 
Inn, at Nottage, 
Porthcawl. 


Rhian Baker and Carole 
Stanton) along with the 
Tappette Dancers (Anne 
Beatty, Liz Williams, 
Barbara Hancock, Jayne 
Greenslade, Andrea 
Jenkins and Linda Will) 
who provided their own 
Country & Western feel 
to Rocking around the 
Christmas tree? 

At the same time 
Colin (the Gobbler) 
Chapman was truly 
worried about his own 
mortality at being a 
turkey just before 
Christmas. 

An unexpected treat 
was the appearance of 
the ‘Welsh Wurzels’ 
performing a festive 
Morris Dance, together 
with a rousing rendition 
of Winter Wonderland. 

The entertainment 
continued with Anne 
Beatty singing a certain 
cheeky version of a 
song relating to an age¬ 
ing fairy and 50 Shades 
of Grey, while poor 
Linda Will was more 
concerned about the 
lack of her two front 
teeth! 

However, on a more 
serious note, Andrea 
Jenkins provided a tra¬ 
ditional focus singing 
the beautiful carol, 
‘Silent Night’ and Sian 
David serenaded the 
audience with that most 
popular of Christmas 
songs, ‘White 
Christmas’. 


Santa (Neil Knight) 
played his part through¬ 
out, although whether 
he enjoyed the rendition 
of Santa Baby, or not, is 
another matter, howev¬ 
er, his wife Linda cer¬ 
tainly did when a more 
handsome, younger ver¬ 
sion of Santa appeared 
at the end as the answer 
to all her Christmas 
wishes! 

The primary aim of 
the show was to raise 
money for charity and 
as a result a cheque for 
a magnificent £1,400 
plus was presented to 
Breast Cancer Care. 

Linda and her team 
would like to pass their 
thanks to the staff, com¬ 
mittee and members of 
Kenfig Hill Labour 
Club, and their gratitude 
to sponsors Mrs Rita 
Jones, David Phillips, 
Billy Corrigan, Barry 
Edwards, Mrs Linda 
Will, David Brace, cast 
members for providing 
their own costumes, the 
two seamstresses 
(Debra John and Linda 
Williams) and all those 
who helped with sound 
(notably Wayne Kinsey 
and Sarah Tilley); 
make-up ticket sales, 
raffle tickets and every¬ 
one else involved in 
putting on the produc¬ 
tion. 

Finally, the show 
went ‘on tour’ for one 
night only to Cwrt 


Anghorfa Sheltered 
Housing Complex in 
Pyle, who generously 
contributed to their 
overall total. 

Kenfig 

Society 

ON Tuesday, January 
15, Dean Powell will be 
giving a talk on ‘Dr 
William Price the 
Eccentric’ at 7pm in 
Pyle Life Centre. 

For more information 
about the Kenfig Society 
and details regarding 
future talks, ring Terry 
Robbins on 01656 
782351. 

Wellbeing 

Centre 

ACTIVITIES being 
held by the Mental 
Health Matters, Wales, 
at the Talbot 
Community, Prince 
Road, Kenfig Hill on 
Wednesday, January 
16 include arts and 
crafts with Valley & 
Vale from 2pm to 4pm 
and the Reading 
Group from 3pm to 
4pm. 

There will also be a 
social afternoon. 

Film club 

THE next meeting of 
the film club will be 
held in St James’ 
Church Hall, Pyle, on 
Tuesday, January 15 
at 2pm. 

Members of the whist 
club meet on a 
Wednesday evening at 
7pm. 

They are a friendly 
group, who enjoy a 
pleasant game of whist. 

There will be a con¬ 
cert by ‘Sounds 
Familiar’ in the Parish 
Hall, Pyle, on Friday, 
January 18 at 7pm. 
There will be refresh¬ 
ments during the inter¬ 
val and tickets cost £5. 


was presented in his 
honour. 

Mike lived in 
Cowbridge but was a 
governor of Tynyrheol 
for many years - he 
was chair of governors 
when he died - and 
had been passionate 
about supporting the 
efforts of the staff. 

The headteacher, 
Martin Griffiths, con¬ 
tacted Mike’s widow, 
Leo, and asked if the 
school could give an 
annual prize in his 
memory. 

Mrs Leo Meredith 
told The GEM: 
“Michael loved to 
write, and so I suggest¬ 
ed that the award 
should be associated 
with that.” 

The school decided 
on an award for cre¬ 
ative writing and, just 
before the school 
broke up for 
Christmas, Leo and 
Mike’s son, Giles, vis¬ 
ited the school for the 
first presentation of 
the Mike Meredith 
Memorial Shield - 
won by Teyah Jones. 

Leo Meredith said: 
“It was the first time 
Giles had visited the 
school, and he could 
see why Michael was 
so passionate about it. 

“I can remember 
taking Michael to 
Cardiff when he was 
raising funds to get the 
school more comput¬ 
ers. Michael spent 
days in the Library 
researching bodies 
that he could apply to 
for funding. 

“Giles and I plan to 
continue our associa¬ 
tion with the school. 
Michael and I used to 


bring things to sell at 
the school fair, and I 
will be going back to 
do so again.” 

Mr Martin Griffiths 
said: “Teyah Jones 
was the first winner of 
the Mike Meredith 
Memorial Shield, 
which is given to a 
pupil for high stan¬ 
dards in creative writ¬ 
ing at our school. Leo 
and Giles Meredith 
attended the assembly. 

“The assembly was 
followed by refresh¬ 
ments and a tour of 
the school, highlight¬ 
ing the very good stan¬ 
dards of work in all 
the classes.” 

Mr Griffiths added: 
“Mr Meredith will be 
missed by all at 
Tynyrheol Primary 
school. 

“He was a governor 
at our school for over 
15 years and had been 
chair of governors for 
seven. 

“During that time, 
he has made a huge 
contribution to our 
school and has been a 
great support to me 
and all the staff and 
pupils. 

“He was also 
responsible for fund 
raising when we first 
had our computer 
suite and helped in so 
many ways to make 
Tynyrheol the school it 
is today.” 

Leo Meredith 
added: “Mr Griffiths 
was keen to make this 
first award in 2012 - 
the year Michael died 
- and so it was held 
very late in the year. 

“In future years it 
will probably be 
awarded in the sum- 


I 

ie. <0 


wm 


Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home. 

Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 
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More faces from Porthcawl’s Christmas 
extravaganza as swimmers take a dive! 


SO many people (around 900) took to the 
water on Christmas morning in 
Porthcawl that there is little chance of 
seeing the same old faces, so we are 
delighted to publish some more! 

Once again, The GEM is proud to have 
published many, many more photographs of 
the popular swim than any other newspaper! 

See if you reconise anyone and then turn to 
page 28 for even more pictures! 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

OTHER PICTURES ARE 
AVAILABLE FROM THIS EVENT. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 
e-mail ffotoimage@tiscali.co.uk 
telephone 07791 228684. 

Visit our studio in the Wool Barn, 
Verity’s Court, Cowbridge. 

V_ 1 ___ / 
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Friends of Pencoed 
Comprehensive 
TO THE RESCUE! 
STAFF and pupils at Pencoed 
Comprehensive are very 
grateful to the school Friends 
(FoPCS) for their hard work 
in applying for grant funding 
towards the fencing of the 
school playing fields. 

A total of £13,000 was awarded - 
£12,000 from the reach Rural Grant 
Scheme and £1,000 from Pencoed 
Town Council. 

In addition to the creation of a 
healthier and safer environment for 
users of the existing pitches, another 
major outcome of the fencing will be 
the development next year of an addi¬ 
tional pitch for the mini and junior 
sections of Pencoed Rugby Club and 
Pencoed Boys and Girls Football 
Club, as well as by school pupils. 

FoPCS also recently donated 
£2,500 towards the purchase of a new 
mini bus for the school. 

Craig Roderick 
memorial 

PUPILS from the school, accompa¬ 
nied by the head and some of the 
staff, recently planted some trees on 
the school grounds in memory of 
Craig Roderick, a former pupil. 

Craig, who served with the 1st 
Battalion Welsh Guards, was killed 
while serving in Afghanistan. 

The trees were donated by the 
Martin family, in celebration of 
Craig's life, as part of the South 
Wales Jubilee Woods Appeal. 

‘Sense of Place 9 
UK competition 
AS part of its summer programme 
of events, Pencoed Comprehensive 
School ran a geography and art col¬ 
laboration workshop, where year-7 
pupils were given the opportunity 
to photograph their school environ¬ 
ment - to capture their ‘sense of 
place’ within school. 

Nine photographs were chosen to 
enter the Colliers Green competition, 
which showcases photographs from 
many schools around Wales and 
England. 

The competition is tough as the 
entries reach a very high standard. 

However, in October, we were 
notified that three of our pupils were 
finalists; Gabrielle David, Josh East 
and Liam Sheard. 

They were invited to London for a 
tour of the Museum of London, a buf¬ 
fet and awards ceremony. 

Geography teacher Sharon Davies 
and head of art Helen Williams 
accompanied the pupils and an enjoy¬ 
able day was had by all. The day was 
made even more special as one of the 
pupils, Gabrielle David was awarded 
runner-up and received a Canon 
Power Shot camera worth £190. 

We are very proud of all three 
finalists, an example of the talent 
developed by the school. 

Tree festival 

THANK you to pupils from class 
GCB for all their efforts in decorat¬ 
ing a tree that was entered into the 
Nolton Church Christmas tree fes¬ 
tival in Bridgend. 

The competition was judged by 
Madeleine Moon MP, who took her 
time to appreciate each tree and left a 
really encouraging note. 

The tree was decorated with hand¬ 
made, paper decorations including 
baubles written with messages from 
each pupil, beautiful, tall candles 
with colourful flames, paper chain 
people spreading the school values 
and to top it off, a beautifully made 
star by Josephine Davies of year-7, 
with a wonderful Christmas wish. 
The tree was then transferred to the 
school reception. 

Fundraising 

Extravaganza! 

THIS year’s Christmas fair, organ¬ 
ised by year-12 pupils as part of 
their Welsh Baccalaureate qualifi¬ 
cation, proved to be the most suc¬ 


cessful fundraising event ever held 
in the school. 

A total of nearly £2,200 was raised 
in aid of ‘Dylan’s Dream’, a charity 
set up to help Dylan Morgan, a pupil 
at Pencoed Primary School to achieve 
his very special wishes. 

Pupils from 7-1 and 8-1 raised over 
£85 for Dylan’s Dreams by organis¬ 
ing a coffee morning, raffle and sell¬ 
ing wrist bands. 

Pupils in Class LHR raised over 
£30 for Dylan’s Dreams by holding a 
‘Cake Break’. 

Pupils also raised £740.24, during 
the space of one lunchtime, towards 
Children in Need. Staff, with the aid 
of some of our sixth formers, raised 
£193.46 towards Macmillan Cancer 
Support at its annual coffee morning. 
The home-made cakes were particu¬ 
larly appreciated by everyone! 

The English department continued 
with their annual Readathon for year- 
7 pupils. Over the last five years, 
they’ve collected more than £1,500 
for the Roald Dahl Loundation. 

The sixth form Interact group also 
raised over £300 recently for charity. 

Pupils 9 voice! 

THE following pupils were recently 
elected by their peers to act as their 
representatives on the School 
Council. 

It has an important role to play in 
school life - ranging from involve¬ 
ment in staff interviews to consulta¬ 
tion on different aspects of school 
life. Congratulations to you all! 

Year-13 - Zak Rossaye and Abigail 
Richards (head boy and head girl). 

Year-12 - Tom Hiscocks and 
Megan Maunder (pupil governors). 

Year-11 - Jack Kaczanowski and 
Rhian Bateman. 

Year-10 - Aaron Leyshon and 
Megan Fry. 

Year-9 - Liam Hiett and Grace 
Shaughnessy. 

Year-8 - Ellis Brown and Jenna 
Dyckhoff. 

Year-7 - Josh Midlane and Rosie 
Pope. 

MED Resource Base - Jessica 
Phillips and Matthew Me Phillips. 

Festive concert 
THANK you very much to Mrs 
Rhian Jenkins, Mrs Kay Smith and 
all the pupils who took part in the 
Christmas concert held at Salem 
Chapel on December 18. 

The audience enjoyed a variety of 
items, all performed with great enthu¬ 
siasm by the pupils. 

Pupils also laid on a special con¬ 
cert in the afternoon for the school’s 
Senior Citizens Club and the 
Llanharan OAP Club. The concert 
reminded us all of the special mean¬ 
ing of Christmas. 

We’re grateful to Salem Chapel for 
allowing us the use of the chapel for 
the concert and the rehearsals. 

Thank you to everyone for their 
kind donations towards LoPCS in 
their fund raising collection towards 
school activities. 

Welcoming hosts 
PRIOR to the Christmas lunchtime 
concert, OAPs and other guests 
enjoyed a wonderful lunch laid on 
by the school’s canteen staff; pupils 
and staff also thoroughly enjoyed 
the meal. 

A number of sixth form boys vol¬ 
unteered to help the kitchen staff and 
proved to be excellent ambassadors 
for the school. Some also assisted 
Ruth Jones, our site manager, David 
George, headteacher, and Amanda 
Randall, higher level teaching assis¬ 
tant, in leading the communal carol 
singing in the canteen. 

Senior citizens’ lunches will 
resume on Tuesday, January 8 
please feel welcome to join us at 12 
noon every Tuesday and Thursday 
during the school term. 

At the end of November, the school 
hosted the Bridgend Youth Speaks 
competition, organised by the Rotary 
Club. Three of the pupils, Carrie 
Gwyther, Megan Maunder and Tomos 
Owen performed well in the competi¬ 
tion. 


ABOVE: Planting trees in memory of former pupil Craig Roderick. 


The kitchen staff provided a Christmas lunch for local senior citizens. 


Thank you very much to Danielle 
Smith of the English department for 
working with the pupils on their 
debating skills. 

Also during November, depart¬ 
ments put on an excellent display in 
the sports hall of what their subjects 
had to offer pupils at A and AS level. 

The weather that evening was par¬ 
ticularly bad, so everyone was really 
pleased at the high level of atten¬ 
dance and the interest shown. 

Thanks to staff and current sixth 
form pupils for attending and ensur¬ 
ing that year-11 pupils were given an 
accurate idea of what courses could 
benefit them in their future careers. 

The school also hosted visits by 
Kate Williams (poet) who met years 7 
and 8 pupils and also Alastair 
Reynolds (science fiction author) 
who met year-11 pupils. 

Mr Reynolds was the guest speak¬ 
er at our prize evening in March. 

Staff and pupils also enjoyed wel¬ 
coming year-6 pupils and their par¬ 
ents to the open evening in October. 

This annual event provides visitors 
with guided tours of the school to 
visit specific departments and enjoy 
demonstrations of what each subject 
has to offer, particularly in year-7. 

Sporting accolades 
CONGRATULATIONS to all those 
pupils who represented Pencoed 
Comprehensive School in rugby 
(league and union), football, hock¬ 
ey and netball this term. 

The school is very grateful to the 
staff in the PE department and the 
pupils who give up their time for 
practice sessions, as well as the 
matches. 


Winter Sports Day was held on 
December 14, and although they had 
to be held indoors due to the bad 
weather, all competitors were as 
enthusiastic as ever! Congratulations 
to the joint winners, Gwenllian and 
Llywellyn Houses. 

Congratulations also to those 
pupils excelling out of school. For 
example, Isabelle Bushrod in year-9, 
was one of the youngest competitors 
to take part in the British Open Kayak 
event in the Lee valley recently. 

Emily Smith in year-10 represent¬ 
ed Wales in the Tri-Nations Water 
Polo Championship. Having played 
against Scotland and Ireland, Emily 
received two Welsh junior water polo 
caps. 

Harry Lock in year-11 represented 
Wales in a ‘cyclo-cross’ event in 
Milton Keynes in November 2012. 
Harry was 33rd out of 100. Harry is a 
member of the Welsh Cycling 
Development squad through to 
Commonwealth Games of 2018. 

GOOD NEWS! 

The headteacher, governors, and 
staff were particularly pleased with 
the recent news that Pencoed 
Comprehensive School had now 
risen to Band 3 within the Welsh 
Government’s banding scheme for 
secondary schools. 

This follows on from the wonder¬ 
ful set of results in the summer, when 
the school celebrated the best GCSE 
results ever, as well as improved 
attendance levels. 

Mr David George, headteacher, is 
grateful to staff, pupils, and parents 
for their continued dedication and 
support. 


Gabrielle David won a Canon Power Shot 
camera in a national competition. 


f T)avid IZrace N 
awarded OBE 

MAESTEG-BORN David Brace, chair¬ 
man of Dunraven Windows, has been 
made an OBE for his services to busi¬ 
ness and to charities in the Bridgend 
area. 

Last year, David, a member of the Llangeinor 
Hunt, was awarded the Point-To-Point Racing 
Company Jim Mahon Industry Award, which is 
point-to-pointing’s highest award and which was 
created to recognise those people who have made 
an outstanding contribution to point-to-point 
racing or hunter chasing over the years. 

David, owner of the Dunraven Stud Farm at 
Pyle, near Bridgend, has acknowledged the fact 
that without the support he has received from his 
wife Dawn and sons Matthew and Andrew, he 
would have not been able to pursue his horse 
racing activities. 

He has owned and trained many winners over 
the years at racecourses up and down the coun¬ 
try and these include winners at Aintree and 
Cheltenham. 

A great point-to-point enthusiast, his Silver 
Token and Bringinthebranstan were both suc¬ 
cessful at the Harkaway Point-To-Point 
Steeplechases at Chaddesley Corbett. However, 
this was one occasion David missed seeing them 
win as he was celebrating his OBE with family 
and friends at home. 

A former coal miner, he says that his father 
Evan, whom he worked alongside at St John’s 
Colliery in Maesteg, has been the biggest influ¬ 
ence on his life. 

, BRIAN LEE. 


NEWS ROUND-UP - IN AND OUT OF CLASS 
FROM PENCOED COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL 
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Porthcawl RNLI to 
the rescue in West 
Country flood drama 



Porthcawl 

volunteers 


a woman s 


ABOVE: 

Martin Blakerrowe, Paul Eastment and 
Christopher Missen return to the site of 
the river rescue. 


TWO 
RNLI 
saved 
life - after dashing 
to the West 
Country to help 
when the area was 
hit by severe flood¬ 
ing. 

On December 22, the 
two members of the 
Porthcawl RNLI 

Lifeboat crew, were 
mobilised to Barnstable, 
to assist the Fire Service 
during major flooding in 
the Devon and Cornwall 
area,, 

They were immedi¬ 
ately called on to rescue 
a woman who was hang¬ 
ing on for her life in a 
swollen river at 
Umberleigh near 

Barnstable. 

The men from 
Porthcawl were 46-year- 
old team leader Paul 
Eastment, and 25-year- 
old helmsman Chris 
Missen, who were joined 
by Martin Blakerrowe 
from Poole. 

Both Paul and Chris 
have previous experi¬ 
ence in flood rescue, and 
were involved in the res¬ 
cue of people during the 
Aberystwyth and 


Cockermouth floods. 

When they arrived in 
Barnstable Fire Station 
in the early hours of 
Sunday morning, they 
were immediately 
deployed to reports of a 
man and child on a car 
roof, with a woman 
washed off the roof of a 
car - with her position 
unknown. 

Porthcawl RNLI 
spokesman Carl Evans 
said: “When they arrived 
at the scene, they were 
met with a fast-flowing 
swollen river which had 
broken its banks, and 
started flooding adjacent 
fields and roadways. 

“The man and child 
had been rescued, and 
the woman’s location 
had been identified by a 
police helicopter. 

“As team leader, Paul 
made the decision to 
launch immediately 
from the roadway, 
through a gate leading to 
the river where the 
woman was hanging on 
for her life.” 

Paul said “It was very 
dark in the area, with no 
street lights. I could hear 
the lady screaming from 
the river, and I made the 
decision to launch, as I 
knew my crew were 
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WASHING 

MACHINES 

From £199 


Two floors with a comprehensive 
display of appliances and accessories. 

Factory refurbished and brand new 
appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers, range cookers-gas, 
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sales staff on 
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capable of saving her, 
due to the specialist 
flood rescue training 
they have received.” 

Helmsman Chris 
Missen said: “This was 
the most difficult rescue 
I have ever had to per¬ 
form. In a swollen, fast¬ 
flowing river in flood, it 
is difficult to steer and 
control the boat the way 
you want, as the power 
of the water wants to 
take you straight down¬ 
stream. 

“I had to control the 
boat by steering it back¬ 
wards down the river, 
until I reached the lady, 
then steer sideways into 
the trees to rescue her. 

“When we pulled her 
into the boat, she was 
very cold, and we took 
her quickly to the river 
bank. 

“I believe that if we 
had not rescued her 
when we did, she would 
have soon got hypother¬ 
mia and lost her grip on 
the branch, as she had 
been in the river for 
around 50 minutes”. 

Mr John Abrahams, 
the chairman of 
Porthcawl RNLI 

Lifeboat Station said: 
“We are all very proud 
of what Paul and 
Christopher did last 
weekend. 

“Not only do they 
give up their time volun¬ 
teering to be part of the 
RNLI crew saving peo¬ 
ple at sea, but they are 
also on call 24/7 as part 
of the RNLI Flood 
Rescue Team, saving 
people from major 
flooding in the UK. 

“The rescue they car¬ 
ried out was definitely 
the most heroic deed I 
have heard of - well 
above the call of duty”. 


Jewellery 
stolen in 
Boxing 
Day 

burglary 

POLICE are investi¬ 
gating a house bur¬ 
glary at Heol Felin 
Fach, Tondu, 

between 6pm and 
10.45pm on Boxing 
Day, when a large 
quantity of jewellery 
was stolen. 

Among the property 
taken was a burgundy 
hexagonal shaped jew¬ 
ellery box with each 
panel in a silver pattern 
surrounded by paisley 
patterned fabric. 

The interior of the box 
was covered in bur¬ 
gundy-coloured velvet 
with a mirror inside the 
lid. 

As well as a quantity of 
costume jewellery, the 
box also contained some 
more distinctive items, 
including: 

An inscribed rectangu¬ 
lar pendent; silver rope 
chain; two Celtic style 
chains and two plain 
chains, one of which fea¬ 
tured a love-spoon, a thin 
gold chain with a letter 
’C on it; a 21st Key pen¬ 
dent and an 18th Key 
pendent.; a Celtic 
Claddagh silver neck- 
chain with stone and a 
Claddagh heart ring, a 
thin band with a Celtic 
design, a Celtic white 
gold ring and other gold 
and silver jewellery. 

Police are appealing to 
anyone who may have 
seen anything suspicious 
in the area, or may have 
been offered jewellery for 
sale since the evening of 
Boxing Day, to contact 
them. 

Telephone Detective 
Constable Rebecca 
Merchant at Bridgend 
CID on 01656 679518, 
or 101; or contact 
Crimestoppers, free and 
anonymously, on 0800 
555111. 


Police appeal 
after burglary 
in Ogmore Vale 


POLICE in 
Bridgend are inves¬ 
tigating a burglary 
which took place at 
a house on 
Commercial Street, 
Ogmore Vale 
between 5.10pm 
and 6pm on Boxing 
Day. 

Police say access was 
gained to the terrace 
house via the front door 
and the culprit took a 


“This incident took place 
in the early evening of 
Boxing Day on 
Commercial Street in 
Ogmore Vale. 

“We are appealing for 
anyone who may have 
seen anything suspicious 
in the area, or saw any¬ 
one carrying a pink and 
brown coloured Roxy 
rucksack in the area at 
the time, to contact the 
police.” 

Anyone with informa¬ 
tion can contact DC 


pink and brown coloured Maund at Bridgend CID 
Roxy rucksack before on 01656 679518, or 
making off. j~ ree and anonymously 

The bag contained a v ( a Crimestoppers on 
number of items, includ- Q800 555 111. 
ing an Apple i-pod, a 
leopard-print purse with 
more than £100, three 
DVDs - Ted, Snow 
White and The Five Year 
Engagement and a grey 
and white ‘Onesie’. 

Detective Constable 
Michael Maund of 
Bridgend CID reported: 


Did you know 
you can read 
your GEM 
online? 

bridgend- 

today.co.uk 


‘MYSTERY 
HELPER’ 
COMFORTS 
DRIVER CUT 
FROM CAR 


REPORT by TIM CHAPMAN 


A MOTORIST who 
was suspended in 
mid-air when his 
car flipped onto its 
side in Colcot Road, 
Barry, has thanked 
the ‘Good 

Samaritan’ who 
talked him through 
the agonising 
moments while he 
waited for the 
emergency services 
to arrive and cut 
him free. 

The drama unfolded 
on December 18, when 
Mr Michael Johnson 
set off from home in his 
Renault Clio for an 
appointment at the 
University Hospital of 
Wales - and ended with 
him suspended in mid¬ 
air by his seat belt. 

Mr Johnson (73) 
said: “I left home at 
9.45am and the inci¬ 
dent must have taken 
place at about 9.55am 
as I was going past 
Barry College. 

“I ended up with the 
car on its left hand side 
and me hanging in 
mid-air held in by my 
seat belt!” 

Mr Johnson can’t 
remember what caused 
the accident - he sus¬ 
tained a bang to the 
head - but no other 
vehicle was involved, 
and the police are tak¬ 
ing no action after wit¬ 
nesses confirmed there 
was no problem with 
the way the car was 
being driven. 

“I’d hit my head and 
couldn’t move my leg 
which was trapped. 

“I then heard a man 
say: ‘I can’t take you 
out until the medics 
arrive’. 

“He asked me what 
my name was and I 
said ‘Mike’. He said: 
‘Okay, Mike we can’t 
get you out straight¬ 
away, but I will stay 
with you until the 
emergency services 
arrive’. 

“I was talking to him 
with my eyes closed 
and didn’t see him, 
although he sounded 
young. 

“His level of care 
and concern was of 
great comfort at a diffi¬ 
cult time. 

“He kept talking to 
me and was very reas¬ 
suring - a true Good 
Samaritan.” 

Mr Johnson’s wife 
Jeanette, who was 
unwell that day and 
back at home, said that 
in retrospect the couple 
think the incident 
could have been far 
worse. 

“I felt he was lucky 
the car didn’t go up in 
flames.” 

Mr Johnson said: 
“I’d only filled up with 
£55 worth of petrol the 


previous day and don’t 
know much about com¬ 
bustion, but that 
thought did occur to 
me! 

“The Fire Services 
cut me out and I didn’t 
suffer any pain apart 
from some pressure on 
my leg.” 

HOSPITAL DASH 

Mr Johnson was 
then rushed into the 
University Hospital of 
Wales for an entirely 
different purpose from 
the one he set out for. 

“I want to thank the 
Fire Service and the 
hospital staff at the 
Heath - everyone was 
great.” 

Meanwhile, an anx¬ 
ious Mrs Johnson was 
opening the door to a 
police officer. 

“For a moment it 
frightened me to death. 
Actually, the policeman 
was lovely and said 
Mike had been in an 
accident but was 
alright. 

“I phoned my 
daughter-in-law Tracey 
who was shopping in 
Barry and we went 
straight to the hospital. 

“He’d bitten his 
tongue and there was 
lots of blood. The hos¬ 
pital staff had to cut 
away my husband’s 
clothes and take x- 
rays.” 

IDENTITY 

Mr Johnson was 
shaken, had suffered 
concussion and an 
injury to his foot. In all 
other respects, he was 
unscathed. He was dis¬ 
charged late that 
evening. 

Mrs Johnson was 
amazed that his glasses 
remained undamaged 
during the whole 
episode. 

Mr Johnson is now 
recuperating in his 
house at The Knap 
with its inspiring views 
across the Bristol 
Channel to the 
Somerset coast. 

A former sales man¬ 
ager in the record 
industry, he is well 
known in Barry as the 
former owner of 
‘Records & Tapes’ 
which traded in King 
Square from 1973 to 
1987. 

People still stop him 
to have a nostalgic chat 
about their visits to the 
shop. 

Christmas was 
understandably low 
key for the couple, but 
Mr Johnson feels that 
bit by bit he is recover¬ 
ing. 

“I feel a little better 
each day, but my lucid¬ 
ity is a bit in question.” 

Mr and Mrs Johnson 
don’t know the identity 
of the mystery helper 
that day, but they want 
him to know that his act 
of kindness meant the 
world to them. 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE 
THE COMMUNITY NEWS 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who 
would like to have items included in the community news 
columns of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



Tidy effort! 

IN 2012, the 
Ynysawdre 

Environmental Group, 
which has been work¬ 
ing on behalf of the 
community, completed 
its sixth successful 
cleaning project. 

The projects have 
been undertaken by vol¬ 
unteers including mem¬ 
bers from Ynysawdre 
elderly residents’ asso¬ 
ciation, Ynysawdre 
Community Council and 
Garw Valley Angling 
Club, with the clean- up 
operations supervised by 
Brian Jones of Keep 
Wales Tidy. 

The six completed 
projects were identified 
by residents of the 
Ynysawdre community, 
and they took place at 
target points across 
Ynysawdre. 

Three new projects 
are already planned for 
2013: the first is path¬ 
way No 2 alongside the 
Llynfi river and opposite 
Tondu Cricket Club; and 
the clean- up will take 
place on Sunday, 

January 13, starting at 
10am and finishing at 
12noon. 

The group will meet 
near the cricket club and 
anyone interested in 
keeping the environment 
tidy will be welcome. 

All necessary equipment 
will be provided by 
Keep Wales Tidy. 

Elderly 

census 

I HAVE been provided 
with a copy of the 
action plan which has 
been produced from a 
census of 100 residents 
aged 50 and over in 
Ynysawdre, commis¬ 
sioned by the organisa¬ 
tion Reach. 

The action plan high¬ 
lights the residents’ con¬ 
cerns. 

Among the priorities 
listed are: 

1 People in the area 
are proud of where they 
live, the priority is to 
preserve and enhance 
that sense of pride. 


GREENLINKS 
community bus 
service is running a 
return bus service 
every Monday, 
including bank hol¬ 
idays, from 

Llantwit Major via 
St Brides Major 
(straight through) 
to Tesco 

(Cowbridge Road), 
Bridgend town cen¬ 
tre, and Princess of 
Wales Hospital. 

Timetables and fur¬ 
ther information are 
available in the local 
post office. 

FOLLOWING numer¬ 
ous requests, the St 
Brides produce market 
will be expanding from 
February to include a 
few tables for bric-a- 
brac and home-made 
crafts. 


2 It was felt that sec¬ 
tions of Ynysawdre are 
poorly maintained and 
litter was a major prob¬ 
lem, so keeping the area 
clean and tidy is a priori¬ 
ty. 

3 Ensure roads and 
paths are safe and acces¬ 
sible in Ynysawdre. 

4 Highlight the need 
for improved direct pub¬ 
lic transport services 
which actually goes to 
areas considered essen¬ 
tial by the residents. 
These include the 
Princess of Wales hospi¬ 
tal. 

5 The need to identify 
and reduce problems in 
the community, among 
which is general antiso¬ 
cial behaviour. 

Carers’ 

centre 

BRIDGEND Carer’s 
Centre is based at 87, 
Park Street, Bridgend, 
CF31 4AZ (tel 01656 
658479). 

On January 14, 21 
and 28 there will be the 
book Cwtch between 
lpm and 2pm. 

On January 16, 
between 12.30pm and 
3.30pm, a support work¬ 
er from the REVIVE 
charity, dedicated to 
helping those affected by 
multiple sclerosis, will 
be available to advise 
carers in the community 
cafe. 

On January 17 (10am 
to lpm) the outreach 
group will be at 
Maesteg Civic Offices 
with a representative of 
the Citizens’ Advice 
Bureau to assist carers. 

At the centre on 
January 17, the staff, 


For more details, call 
into the library in the 
church hall either on 
Wednesday afternoons 
or Saturday mornings. 

The market takes 
place on the second 
Saturday of each month 
from 10am-12 noon. 
OGMORE-BY-SEA 
Retired Residents 
Association will com¬ 
mence their new year 
session with a bar lunch 
at the Watermill, 
Ogmore village, on 
Thursday, January 17. 
New members are wel¬ 
come. 

NEW year birthday 
greetings to ‘young at 
heart’ members of the 
Saturday Tea and Chat 
Club in the church hall 
- Joan 93, Lilian 90 
and Joe 88. 
Congratulations and a 
happy new year to 
everyone. 


plus representatives from 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council, will 
be holding an informa¬ 
tion course for new car¬ 
ers between 10.30am 
and 12.30pm. For more 
information phone the 
centre. 

Friday, January 18, 
sees a coach tour to 
Llancaich Fawr Manor, 
where everyone will be 
greeted by servants, 
share folklore and cus¬ 
toms during the civil 
war. The coach leaves at 
9am from Hope chapel; 
to book a place a place 
phone Paula. 

Four choirs 

I WAS pleased to be 
invited to the Richard 
Price Centre for 
Llangeinor’s seventh 
annual Christmas cele¬ 
brations. 

This is a marvellous 
community event and 
Bill and Jayne Jones, of 
the Calfaria charity, are 
to be congratulated on 
the effort they put into 
the event. 

The compere for the 
evening was Rev James 
Brown, who with the 
assistance of his wife 
Anne, ensured the 
evening was a success. 

Among the guests was 
the First Minister of 
Welsh, Carwyn Jones, 
and Janice Gregory AM 

Four choirs provided 
support: the Garw Valley 
Ladies, Cor Meibion 
Cwm Garw, Cantorian 
Calfaria, and Tynyrheol 
Primary School Choir. 

The celebrations start¬ 
ed with everyone singing 
‘Hark the herald angels 
sing’ followed by the 
Garw ladies choir with 
its wonderful rendition 
of the Bette Midler hit 
‘The Rose’ and ‘Thank 
you for the music’. 

Then on stage came 
the audience’s favourite, 
the Tynyrheol Primary 
School Choir, with ‘It’s 
a magical time’ and ‘I 
love those J.I.N.G.L.E. 
bells’. 

The audience joined 
in singing ‘Away in a 
manger’, this time fol¬ 
lowed by Cor Meibion 
Cwm Garw with 
‘Rachie’, ‘Bring him 
home’ and the foot- 
stomping ‘When the 
saints go marching in’ - 
followed by Calfaria 
Singers with ‘Still was 
the night’. 

There were also read¬ 
ings by various members 
of the audience. 

Unfortunately, the 
evening finished on a 
sombre note when Rev 
James Brown disclosed 
that Community First no 
longer used the building, 
and therefore the finance 
to help keep the centre 
functional had ceased. 

He expressed his con¬ 
cern as a member of the 
community, about the 
future of the centre if no 


funds were forthcoming. 

Trust concert 

ST JOHN’S TRUST, 
based on Newcastle 
Hill, has organised a 
fundraising concert in 
the Sony Theatre, 
Bridgend College, on 
February 1 at 7pm. 

The renowned 
Bridgend Male Choir 
will be performing on 
stage, alongside the 
Vocelle Ladies Choir 
and Oldcastle Primary 
School Choir. 

Mila concert 

On Thursday, January 
17, at 7pm in St Bride’s 
Church, 

Llansantffraid, there 
will be a fundraising 
concert in aid of a local 
charity, Grace’s Gift, 
set up to assist families 
who have lost a child, 
organised by Sammie 
Lambert-Worgan in 
memory of her child 
Mila. 

The concert will con¬ 
sist of a collection of the 
most talented soloists in 
the area, who will be 
singing well-known and 
loved songs. 

Tickets are £5 and 
can be obtained from 
Sammie on 07805 
262006. Donations of 
raffle prizes also wel¬ 
comed. 

Carol service 

EVEN though it was 
atrocious weather, the 
Llangeinor Hunt carol 
service, held in St 
Tyfodwg’s Church, 
attracted a congrega¬ 
tion of over 70, and 
raised £212.80 for the 
hunt’s chosen charity 
Dylan’s dream appeal. 

Food bank 

BETWS Food Bank 
members would like to 
thank the public for 
the donations of food 
and money, which last 
year ensured receipt of 
589 kilos of food - dis¬ 
tributed to 39 families 
in the area. 

Welsh young 
singer of 
the year 

THE competition, 
sponsored by 
Dunraven Windows, 
will take place in 
Maesteg Town Hall on 
Saturday, January 19, 
at 7pm. 

Appearing in the cate¬ 
gory of competitors aged 
15 to 18, will be Megan 
Eleri Griffiths, Rhydian 
Jenkins and Rebecca 
May. 

In the category for 
competitors aged 19 to 
26, there will Joy 
Comock, Charlotte 
Skidmore, Jessica 
Robinson and Trystan 
Llyr Griffiths. 


COMMUNITY NEWS 

ST BRIDES MAJOR 

Your local correspondent is 
Patricia Bevan-Morgan 
(01656) 880418 


Local theatre arts students 
selected for top production 


FOUR local singers and 
dancers will soon be 
meeting Sir Andrew 
Lloyd Webber at a mam¬ 
moth production of one 
of his best-known shows. 

Stagecoach Theatre Arts is 
25 this year, and to celebrate, 
the musical Cats will be staged 
at the National Indoor Arena in 
Birmingham. 

The event will involve 
4,000 students performing to 
an audience of 12,000. 

Stagecoach Bridgend and 
Cowbridge competed with 
every Stagecoach school - and 
there are more than 680 in the 
UK - to be selected to perform. 

Auditions also took place 
for main character parts, with 
hundreds competing for these 


roles. 

Four local students, Verity- 
Belle Atkinson (16), Matt 
Bartlett (16), Andrew 
McQueen (18) and Siwan Wyn 
Henderson (17) beat off tough 
competition to be cast in main 
roles!. 

This means that they will 
also meet Andrew Lloyd 
Webber, who is working close¬ 
ly with the production team. 

A Stagecoach spokeswoman 
said: “The 25th anniversary 
promises to be a spectacular 
event, with high profile cover¬ 
age and celebrity support. 

“Stagecoach has gone from 
strength to strength over the 
last 25 years, providing a great 
performing arts education for 
children and young people.” 



Andrew McQueen and Siwan Wyn 
Henderson, who will be taking 
major roles in a production of Cats. 


We're open 
longer than 
you think. 
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Local couple’s plan could help 
patients retain their dignity 


A PENCOED man 
has put together 
an easy-to-learn 
system that helps 
vulnerable 
patients to com¬ 
municate in hospi¬ 
tal. 

Derek Tune believes 
it could make a huge 
difference to patients 
who have suffered a 
stroke and cannot speak. 
It could also help post¬ 
operative patients who 
have similar difficulties. 

Together with his 
wife, Jan Welland, a for¬ 
mer nurse, he has 
devised a simplified 
sign language, using one 
hand instead of two. 

The ‘singlehanded 
sign language’ is essen¬ 
tial for stroke patients, 
who often lose the use 
of one arm (hopefully a 
temporary condition). 

The simplified sys¬ 
tem also has the advan¬ 
tage of making it easier 
to leam. 

The system is the cul¬ 
mination of a 20-year 
interest in sign lan¬ 
guage, and it dates back 
to a serious road acci¬ 
dent that Derek suffered 


20 years ago. 

He told The GEM: 
“At the time, I was a 
lorry driver, and I was in 
a serious accident near 
Kidderminster. The 
lorry was knocked into a 
wall, and I went through 
the windscreen and was 
thrown into a river 
below.” 

The wall broke under 
the impact, and some of 
stones hit Derek as he 
lay in the river. 

He sustained severe 
injuries to his skull and 
to his ribs, but he was 
rescued by two passers- 
by. One was a police 
officer (the local police 
station was nearby) and 
the other was a deaf 
man. 

There is no doubt that 
the two rescuers saved 
Derek’s life, and he had 
plenty of time to think 
about them, as he faced a 
long period in hospital 
after the accident. 

Although it was possi¬ 
ble to get in touch with 
the police officer to say 
thanks, he had no way of 
contacting the deaf man. 

Derek said: “This 
preyed on my mind and, 
when I was well enough 
to do some voluntary 


REPORT by PHILIP IRWIN 


work, I signed up with 
the Bridgend Deaf Club 
to learn sign language 
and help out.” 

This proved to be very 
satisfying work, and 
Derek has stayed work¬ 
ing with the deaf com¬ 
munity ever since. He 
learned sign language 
well enough to be called 
in as an official transla¬ 
tor when various author¬ 
ities need such services. 

It was in 2007 that 
something else hap¬ 
pened. 

Jan Welland 

explained: “My mother 
was dying of terminal 
cancer, and in the later 
stages she was so weak 
that it was very distress¬ 
ing. 

“She found it difficult 
to talk and, consequent¬ 
ly, it used to take her so 
much time and effort to 
make herself understood 
- even if it was only a 
simple request” 

At around the same 
time, Jan’s 99-year-old 
grandmother was also in 
hospital and suffered 
similar problems. 

Jan said: “Derek and I 


started to talk about 
whether a simple sign 
language could give vul¬ 
nerable patients their 
dignity and respect back. 

“It had to be simple - 
something that could be 
learnt in an hour or so - 
and should concentrate 
on simple requests, such 
as asking for food, say¬ 
ing that they felt cold or 
hot, or that they needed a 
doctor or nurse.” 

Derek said: “To keep 
it simple, I decided that 
the signs should be sin¬ 
gle handed, and that way 
they would be especially 
suitable for stroke 
patients.” 

The couple have spent 
the last few years testing 
and refining the idea, 
and they feel that their 
system, based around 54 
cards, will have a wide 
range of applications in 
hospitals and nursing 
homes. 

In cases when doctors 
know that post-opera- 
tively, the patient will 
find it difficult to talk, 
the patient can spend 
time before the operation 
getting used to the sign 


from C S Boxall, to all our customers old and new. 



C.S. Boxall is a family 
business established 
since 1990 


C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

Plumbing, Heating & 
Electrical Work 

Over 30 years experience in the industry. 

For all your 
Oil, Gas, Boiler 
' and Aga 
installation, 
service and 
breakdowns 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 

Stockists of Draper 
Tools and Plant Hire. 




Suppliers of Fire Wood 24 hour call out service 


& Gas Bottles 



We repair toilets, sinks, baths, 
showers, taps, pipes, radiators, 
towel rails, cylinders, water 
tanks, all heating systems, gas 
and electric fires, boilers, 
burners, stoves, oil tanks, gas 
appliances, underfloor heating, 
renewable energy, electrical 

24hr Call Out No. 07590 350650 


ELECTRICAL SERVICES 


■ Domestic & Commercial 

■ Fault finding service 
Full re-wires 

1 New fuse boards 

■ PAT testing 

■ Insurance work etc. 
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INSTALLER lllJ 
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ABOVE: 

Jan Welland and Derek Tune. 

language. Clearly, when Christopher, who 
a patient suffers, for 
instance, a stroke, they 
can start learning the 
sign language as part of 
their recovery process. 

The system is now 
ready to be marketed, 
and the work has been 
done in their home, 
which is in Cowbridge. 

All three of Jan’s 
daughters went to Ysgol 
Iolo Morganwg and then 
Cowbridge 
Comprehensive. 

Jan’s eldest, Sara, is a 
teacher at Pendoylan 
school, the middle one, 

Iona, is a staff nurse on a 
stroke unit, and the 
youngest, Rowena is a 
doctor in the Royal 
Glamorgan Hospital. 

Derek, who is a wid¬ 
ower, has two children - 


studying criminology at 
Bristol University, and 
Alexandra, who is doing 
A-Levels at Cowbridge 
Comprehensive. 

Jan said: “I still 
remember how difficult 
it was for my mother to 
get across even the sim¬ 
plest messages, and the 
point about this sign lan¬ 
guage is that it is very 
simple. 

“We feel that now we 
need to contact the vari¬ 
ous groups who could 
find this useful.” 

An information set 
enabling someone to 
leam the single handed 
sign language costs £15, 
and further information 
can be obtained from 
www. singlehandcommu 
nication.com 


Laura’s short 
(story) cut to 
writing career 


ADULT learner 
Laura Foakes is 
celebrating success 
in a regional liter¬ 
ary competition. 

She triumphed over 
more than 100 unpub¬ 
lished authors to win 
first prize at the South 
Wales Short Story 
Competition, sponsored 
by Cardiff-based Candy 
Books, with her entry, 
The Countess and the 
Mole Man. 

Laura currently 
attends two community 
learning writing courses 
in Bridgend and credits 
her tutor, Stephen 
Jenkins with inspiring 
and encouraging her to 
enter the competition. 

Taking inspiration 
from overheard conver¬ 
sations, newspaper 
headlines and friends, 
families and strangers, 
Laura’s story is a “black 
comedy” intended to de- 
stigmatise mental health 
issues. It is a sequel to a 
previous piece of her 
work. 

Laura has been writ¬ 
ing for her own amuse¬ 
ment since the age of 
seven, but began to take 
it more seriously two 
years ago. 

She is now hoping to 
build on her success and 
is working on a chil¬ 
dren’s novel. 

She also intends to 


sign up for the ‘Writing 
to Sell’ community 
learning course in 
Bridgend in January to 
further improve her tal¬ 
ents. 

Coun Lyn Morgan, 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council’s cabi¬ 
net member for wellbe¬ 
ing, said: 

“People might not 
associate the 
Community Learning in 
Bridgend partnership 
with the council, but 
adult learning is an 
important service that 
we help to provide so 
people like Laura can 
reach their potential. 

“I would like to con¬ 
gratulate Laura for her 
success in the competi¬ 
tion and wish her good 
luck with completing 
her novel.” 

The Countess and the 
Mole Man is being pub¬ 
lished as part of an 
anthology of the best 
competition entries, in 
both paperback and 
eBook formats. 

To find out more 
about the anthology, or 
for more information 
about the competition, 
visit www. candy 
jar.co.uk. 

To find out more 
about community learn¬ 
ing in Bridgend courses, 
visit 

www. bridgend. gov. uk/ad 
ultlearning. 


HEARING 

LOSS? 

YOU COULD BE ENTITLED 
TO COMPENSATION: 


rr 
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DID YOU 
WORK IN... 

• THE STEEL 
INDUSTRY 

• POWER 
STATIONS 

• CHEMICALS 

• MINES AND 
QUARRIES 

• CONSTRUCTION 
/ROADS 

• ANY OTHER 
NOISY 
WORKPLACE 


CALL ANYTIME FREE 

( 0808 ) 1560081 






HEARING TEST 

NEAR YOU 

AND GET ADVICE FROM 
A SOLICITOR ON A 
COMPENSATION CLAIM 


NO WIN NO FEE 
100% COMPENSATION 
PAID 


ROBERT TARREN 

SOLICITORS 




Regulated by the solicitors regulation authority No 457491 


www.roberttarren.co.uk 
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TV STAR OWEN IS SET TO 
UNVEIL KENFIG MEMORIAL 


‘GAME of Thrones’ and 
‘Stella’ actor Owen Teale 
will unveil a lasting 
memorial to the history 
of the Prince of Wales 
pub and local communi¬ 
ty of Kenfig at 3pm on 
January 15. 

The event is being organ¬ 
ised by Reach, Bridgend 


County Borough Council’s 
rural development team, and 
The Pub is the Hub, a not- 
for-profit organisation, 
which recognises the impor¬ 
tant role that pubs can play 
as centres for community 
life. 

Using digital technology, a 
series of six short films star¬ 
ring Owen Teale and resi¬ 
dents of Kenfig have been 


made which look at various 
aspects of the history of the 
pub and local area, including 
how the building has served 
as a town hall, a courthouse, 
a morgue, a market and a 
venue for dances and other 
community events. 

The event will include a 
guided tour of the pub and a 
screening of the short films. 
It will also unveil a special 


kiosk that has been installed 
to provide visitors with sto¬ 
ries, facts and interesting 
details about the pub and 
surrounding area, as well as 
information on local services. 

For more information, con¬ 
tact the communications 
office on 01656 643217 or 
email 

liam.ronan @bridgend.gov. uk. 


Volunteer for 
Marie Curie 


I AM appealing 
to your readers 
to volunteer for 
Marie Curie 
Cancer Care’s 
Great Daffodil 
Appeal - and help 
people with a ter¬ 
minal illness in 
south-west Wales 
get the care they 
need. 

We’re looking for 
people who can donate 
an hour of their time 
this February and 
March to hand out the 
charity’s iconic daffodil 
pin in return for dona¬ 
tions. 


Marie Curie Nurses 
provide free care to 
local people with a ter¬ 
minal illness in their 
own home, but to con¬ 
tinue providing this 
vital care we need peo¬ 
ple to help make this 
year’s Great Daffodil 
Appeal a success. 

If you’re able to 
donate an hour of your 
time to help someone in 
their final hours, then 
please contact me on 
01792 461435, or visit 
www. mariecurie. org. uk/ 
daffodil. 

Katy Tainton, 

(Marie Curie 
community fundraiser) 


Tj^oven cleaning 

t0( y Treat yourself 

Sparkling clean oven 



Does your oven need a clean 
after the Christmas Cooking? 
Give us a call now. 


The GEM is in part¬ 
nership with the 
Dog’s Trust to find 
caring homes for ani¬ 
mals in their charge 
at Rehoming Centre 
(Telephone: 

01656 725219) 



DAKOTA. 

Dakota 
is a 
gentle 
giant 

DAKOTA is a three- 
year-old Chow 
Chow. 

Dakota is a really 
gentle giant, looking for 
a quiet home. He needs 
a loving owner who can 
give him a confidence 
boost, and help him 
learn that meeting other 
dogs can be fun. 

He would be best suit¬ 
ed to a home without 
children, or teenage and 
older, as he can be sen¬ 
sitive. Dakota will make 
a really sweet compan¬ 
ion for a loving and nur¬ 
turing owner. 

Contact linda.fea- 
gan@dogstrust.org.uk or 
visit website 
www. dogstrust. org. uk 


PACT meetings 


January 

NEWCASTLE PACT 

public meeting will be 
held at the Civic Offices, 
Angel Street on 
Thursday, January 10 at 
6.30pm. 

MORFA WILDMILL 
PACT public meeting 
will be held at The 
Community Hub, The 
Precinct, Wildmill on 
Thursday, January 10 at 
6.30pm. 

BRYNTIRION, 
LALESTONand 
MERTHYR MAWR 
PACT public meeting 
will be held at Laleston 
Gardening Club, 
Laleston, on Thursday, 
January 24 at 7pm. 

LITCHARD and 
PENDRE PACT public 
meeting will be held at 
Lit chard Mission (off 
Litchard Terrace) on 
Monday, January 28 at 
6.30pm. 

FELINDRE,HEN- 
DRE, PENPRYSG 
(PENCOED) and COY- 
CHURCH PACT public 
meeting will be held at 
the Welfare Hall, Heol Y 
Groes on Wednesday, 


January 30 at 6pm. 

CEFN GLAS, 
LLANGE WYDD and 
BRYNHYFRYD PACT 

public meeting will be 
held at Llangewydd 
Junior School, on 
Wednesday, January 30 
at 5.30pm. 

OLDCASTLE PACT 

public meeting will be 
held at The Library, 
Brynteg Comprehensive 
School on Wednesday, 
January 30 at 6.30pm. 

BRACKLA PACT 
public meeting will be 
held at Brackla Junior 
School, Brackla Way, 
Brackla, Bridgend on 
Thursday, January 31 at 
6.30pm. 

February 
MORFA TOWN PACT 
public meeting will be 
held at Penybont 
Primary School, 

Minerva Street on 
Monday, February 4 at 
6.30pm. 

COITY PACT public 
meeting will be held at 
Gilead Chapel, Heol 
Spencer on Thursday, 
February 7 at 7pm. 


Tax help for elderly 

TAXHELP for Older People will be holding 
advice surgeries at Old Hall, Cowbridge, on 
Thursday, January 17 and Pencoed library on 
January 22. 

To book an appointment, or to access the 
helpline, telephone 0845 601 3321 or 01308 
488066. 

Home visits can also be arranged via the helpline 
for people unable to attend the surgery. 

Art workshops 

ART workshops have begun at Y Centre, 25 John 
Street, Porthcawl, for both children and adults. 
Contact Siobhan Grice on 07866 277560. 


Do something positive 
this New Year... 

Don’t be afraid 
to help yourself 
- or another! 


ONE in four people 
experience mental 
health problems at 
some time in their 
lives. 

Before Christmas, Ed 
Miliband spoke about 
the stigma associated 
with mental ill health, 
which he called “a taboo 
which must be broken” 
and described the prob¬ 
lem of mental illness in 
the UK as the “biggest 
unaddressed health chal¬ 
lenge of our age”. 

Carwyn Jones, First 
Minister and Assembly 
Member for Bridgend, 
also pledged the Welsh 
Government’s support 
through a new policy - 
‘Together for Mental 
Health’ which places 
combating stigma at the 
heart of its work over the 
next 10 years. 

Unlike previous 
strategies, which have 
focused on treatment for 
mental health, this one 
broadens its approach to 
recognise that mental 
wellbeing can be attrib¬ 
uted by a number of fac¬ 
tors, including family 
breakdown, loss of job, 
debt or a change in role 
within the home - all of 
which can have a signif¬ 
icant impact on an indi¬ 
vidual’s mental wellbe¬ 
ing. 

There are many agen¬ 
cies across Bridgend 
Neath Port Talbot county 
boroughs who can help. 
Visit 
www. siaradwnni. org .uk 
and click on latest news 
and find access to a com¬ 
plete directory of servic¬ 
es for mental health and 
well being across the age 
range. 

Throughout the year, 
the Big Lottery funded 
Siaradwn Ni - Let’s Talk 


programme holds free of 
charge courses and 
activities to help reduce 
suicide and mental 
health stigma and pro¬ 
vides access to coun¬ 
selling for those affected 
by suicide. Co-ordinated 
by Bridgend Association 


of Voluntary 

Organisations (BAVO) 
and Neath Port Talbot 
Council for Voluntary 
Service, further informa¬ 
tion is also available by 
calling 01656 810400. 

JS 


tfl£ Tickets 

WenvoeArms t'f 


presents 


Arms 



Live at the Wenvoe Village Hall 
on Saturday, 26th January 
plus support from Showmaddymaddy 

plus 

entertainment 

from 

Real Radios 

JAGGER 

Tickets £9.50 

Limited 
availability 

SIX NATIONS RUGBY 

All matches screened live in the bar, function room 
and lounge. Reserve your seat and take advantage 
of our meal and drink package for only £10.95 


18 Old Port Road, Wenvoe, Cardiff, 
South Glamorgan CF5 6AN 

h Tel 02920 591129 | 

J Web - wenvoearms.co.uk 



RCHRJS1 
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Christ College goes from strength to strength! 


B R E 


CHRIST COLLEGE Brecon, one of Wales’ oldest and most respected 
independent schools, started the academic year with strong growth in 
pupil numbers and with exciting plans both for the current school year 
and beyond. Recent A level results saw 76% of all A Level grades at A*-B 
with an overall A*-E pass rate of 99.5%. 
formed the basis for pupils’ successes in gaining places on a range of prestigious courses, 
at Oxford to Philosophy at Durham and from Medicine at Cardiff to Veterinary Science 


These results 
from Chemistry 
at Bristol. 

The school has recently added to its already rich offering by introducing Psychology and Travel and 
Tourism at A level and the added offer of a Mandarin activity for all ages. A new system of personal tutor¬ 
ing in the Sixth Form has also been introduced to ensure every pupil is mentored and guided through 
those crucial final two years as they face the challenging terrain of university applications and decisions 
about their future. 

Christ College recently unveiled a multi-million pound investment programme to celebrate its 475th 
Anniversary in 2016. This will include a £2m investment for Y Neuadd Goffa : Memorial Hall theatre to 
create a new, dramatic and multi-function space for school events, performances and conferences, which 
will also be available to the wider community on its completion in 2013. 

At the same time, Christ College has announced that planning is underway to establish a Junior 
School. 

Head of Christ College Emma Taylor said: "For many years Christ College has considered opening a 
junior school, or junior section. Earlier this year the school commissioned some market research into the 
feasibility of extending our teaching range below the age of 11, and the enthusiastic feedback from this 
research, as well as the changing nature and shape of the school over time, has encouraged us to make a 
decision in principle to go ahead and develop plans for teaching junior forms." 

She added: "We are inviting expressions of interest from prospective parents in the near future and 
these will help us with our planning." 

As well as celebrating the milestone anniversary, the developments reflect the school’s charitable sta¬ 
tus and the commitment it is making to support the local community as much as possible. Mrs Taylor said 
that the planned investments would consolidate the position of the school as a provider of excellent all 
round education and an active participant in the community of Brecon and beyond. 


Christ College will be holding their Sixth Form Scholarship Assessments on Thursday and Friday 17th 
and 18th January and their Year 7 and 9 Entrance and Scholarship Assessments on Friday and Saturday 
1st and 2nd February. For further information or to register your interest, please contact the Admissions 
Registrar on 01874 615440 or via admissions@christcollegebrecon.com. 


Wndt e> the most important decision yt>j wJI mace this year/ 


SIXTH FORM SCHOLARSHIPS I *nst ^ 
ft ENTRANCE ASSESSMENTS 

Thusday I 7 ti& today 18 th laruary 2013 

YEAR 7 ft 9 SCHOLARSHIPS 

ft ENTRANCE ASSESSMENTS 

••day lit 4 Srtui&y 2 nd 201 J 

OPEN MORNING S*u^ia^M*«hJCrt}trnm« 3 CUm 

• a *tKt*cmsdtMJv^iurvyityc««t*fY*^Hmcart0*n0'ta1 
udorfat**] prxfe** 

• Lbl»W tlN tq uhna wrth jn ct€+;> rd A t+M »»< GTH 

iNtyecttawtalte 

• fcjMcrtftv. usrfefUto Wrtff itnniNn W H«v 

I ON Ft, [rntj- M TiTm m 0 mftrrti Ktjvn* 

• rwxfcm tactt«s to tMctat if** ** ttv *tb i mw 
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LIMITED 

NUMBERS 

at this price 


Juet a sm*« selection from om Huge 

iihiih D’d'Jfyjin 


a 51 I 

••‘‘ifeSTC ** 


ttunnrg deviser 1 and z wlw y*as l»t*a d*jx<jm price 
fee ths coJout and tor Ohe pak 

How do we do it? 

Smpku. with our 5 mega stores we are able to pre-order 
large production runs with our suppliers. So because we 
guarantee them the business you get a better bonus price. 

It s nor a tncA it's fust another mope price! 

But hurry* When they're gone, they're gone!! 


£1129 L 

£899 

Em £100 off 
iou My only 

£799 



Comfort or Exchange. 

If you don t love it - well change it. 


Loti of beds & mattresses in slock! 


Super stylish, designer comer sofa with eirtra discount. 

Match nq It? imMi ufM and chair alto atallabla 

EXTRA £100 OFF THIS CORNEA SOM! ENOS SOON! 


w »»hm. 
ummuHUA 20% 

SnitU lOtaaeqdnspitii nt« N)tHi 4 that 


Finishing touches with our 

designer. 

Accessories 



l*«*pS MttWV W cl M. 


c-w. 

mm m ^ •_ u— j ■ 


r£M9 

i C» ] Dre Sdatamxi Ml 
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PENARTH AND DISTRICT RAMBLERS 

Where past and present 
merge in Cardiff Bay 


T HE only way 
it seemed to 
keep the 

boots clean while 
partaking in a good 
walk, was to visit 
Cardiff Bay - and 
the 16 walkers who 
joined Ann for the 
trip enjoyed both, 
with some sunshine 
thrown in. 

Pont y Werin led them 
across the River Ely- 
and beginning their cir¬ 
cumnavigation of 
Cardiff Bay passing 
newly- developed areas, 
the group made their 
way to the second river 
that feeds Cardiff Bay, 
the River Taff. 

From Clarence Road 
Embankment, the group 
crossed Hamadryad Park 
and into the Wetland 


Reserve, opened in 2002 
on land that was previ¬ 
ously a salt marsh, 
which (after the barrage 
was opened) compensat¬ 
ed for the fact the mud¬ 
flats were lost and 
attracts a huge assort¬ 
ment of birds. 

Then past St David’s 
Hotel with its sweeping 
sail-topped roof to reach 
the Mermaid Quay, 
which is endowed with 
bars, restaurants, shops 
and galleries. 

The past is represent¬ 
ed by the terracotta 
bricked Pierhead 
Building, built in 1897 
and designed by William 
Frame, whose mentor 
William Burgess refur¬ 
bished Castell Coch. 

In 1897, it was 
renamed the Cardiff 
Railway Company and a 
coat of arms bears their 
motto Ddwr a Than (by 



Timberaway 


Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 

Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 

Martin Robson awaits your call! 

S01446 402848 
0 07739 389578 


fire and water) and it 
became the administra¬ 
tive office for the Port of 
Cardiff. 

Standing next door is 
the Senedd or National 
Assembly building, 
which has three floors 
and was opened by the 
Queen on St David’s 
Day 2006, with its mod¬ 
em glass fagade and tim¬ 
ber ceiling. 

Crossing the bridge 
above Roald Dahl Plass, 
the group reached the 
Norwegian church, 
where Dahl was baptised 
- constmcted to serve 
the Norwegian commu¬ 
nity from 1868 and is a 
real landmark as it is 
painted white. 

Nearby stands the 
Scott Memorial by 
Jonathan Williams, a 
mosaic in blue and 
white, with Scott 
ploughing south towards 
the pole and the faces of 
his four co-explorers ice¬ 
bound, and very 
poignant in the fact that 
Scott was beaten to the 
South Pole by Roald 
Amundsen a Norwegian. 

In 2002, between 
Queen Alexandra Dock 
and Penarth Head, the 
Cardiff Barrage was 
constmcted to make a 
huge lake, where in June 
2008, the public were 
finally allowed access. 

Swiss artist Felice 
Varini was commis¬ 


sioned to produce a 
piece of public art and 
three yellow ellipses 
were painted onto the 
locks and gates of the 
barrage in perfect sym¬ 
metry, with professional 
climbers completing the 
more difficult parts. 

Making their way 
back through Penarth 
Marina with its collec¬ 
tion of boats all safely 
moored for the winter, 
the group returned to 
Cogan leisure centre by 
lunch time. 

On January 12, meet 
at 9am at Cogan Feisure 
Centre, for a 9-mile hard 
walk to Fan y Big from 
Torpantau; contact 
Robin on 029 2051 
4051. 

On January 13, meet 
at 9am at the Barry 
Waterfront, for a 9-mile 
moderate walk at Gower 
taking in Oxwich and 
Horton; contact Joy on 
01446 737131. 

On January 15, the 
mid-week walk will 
leave Cogan at 9.30am 
for a 9-mile easy walk at 
the Gwent wetlands and 
RSPB centre; contact 
William on 01446 
747239. 

Membership advice 
can be obtained from 
Pam on 029 2025 5102. 

JOY 

STRANGWARD 


Young Vale Show volunteers 
are rewarded with bursaries 


THE Vale of Glamorgan Agricultural 
Society has announced the winners of its 
bursary awards for 2012. 

The awards were the idea of John Amott, a direc¬ 
tor and life member of the society. 

He felt the society owed a great debt to the young 
people who give up their time voluntarily during the 
summer to help out at the Vale Show. 

The award is made o help the volunteers further 
their education or careers. Applications for the 
award must be received one month following the 
Vale of Glamorgan Show. 

The criteria is that all applicants must spend time 
working for the society and are between the ages of 
16 and 26. 

Six bursaries were awarded this year to: Louise 
Edwards, Llandow; Isolde Whittaker, St. Brides- 
super-Ely; Lauren Evans, Llancarfan; Harry 
Gibson, Llancarfan; Ieuan Rosser, Llansannor; and 
Tom Rees, Pendoylan. 

A spokeswoman said: “The society is extremely 
grateful to all the recipients for volunteering at the 
show and wish them every success in their future 
careers.” 


'«■* HABFROASKAS 

f / MONMOUTH SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 
■ * ANIJ ISCLFflFlD HOUSE 



Next year, the show will be held on Wednesday, 
August 21, and organisation is well under way. 

The society is delighted to welcome the Kangaroo 
Kid back to Wales as the main ring display - he and 
his son will be amazing the crowd with their motor 
cycling skills in the main ring. 

Further details of the show can be seen on 
www.valeofglamorganshow.co.uk or contact Nicola 
on 01446 710099, or e-mail vale.show@btinter- 
net.com 


MONMOUTH SCHOOL 

■V I GRANGE 


11+ Entrance Test - 2nd 



k % ft*\ «inr umojuy Jtv bt\t iwAv* in Mr rmwrrr fuller Schools liiiulc 2DI .1 


LJAY 

19th January 2013.9.30am 1 2.3Cpm 


OPEN OAT 

19m January 2013.9 JOa/i 
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NOTUZZI 



ALSTONS 


50% OFF 



: ATHFRFQ|T1C 

31 

L_ 
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SAVOY SOFA 
was £1389.95 
now £929.95 



TAKE AND SAVE 


OAKWOOD^ 

I I Nest of ; OAK I *1 L 
Tables; Coffee Table | 

ONLY £134.95 ONLY £89.95 


Display models 


PIUS MUCH, MUCH MGRf - BEDS Bf DROOM FURNITURE, SOFAS CHAJRS PIUS FANTASTIC SAVINGS ON CARPETS 



Vlvil out mr*ly refurbished stcre ,*nd redbcunfr the choice jnd 
quality at The Place lor Hornet Ihc luroturc Hangar. Hindoo. 


10CTS DINING SETS 
ON DISPLAY 
Colorado Table 
& 4 Chain 

was £1279.95 
now £799.95 
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HISTORIC DYFFRYN GARDENS STARTS 
NEW CHAPTER UNDER NATIONAL TRUST 


DYFFRYN House 
and Gardens in the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
have been officially 
handed over to the 
care of the National 
Trust. 

The Grade Il-listed 
house and its impressive 
gardens will be managed 
by the National Trust on 
a 50-year lease, although 
the property will still be 
owned by the Vale 
Council. 

The gardens were 
reopened to the public on 
Friday, and it was 
announced that five 
rooms in the Grade II 
house will be opened to 
the public this year 


Mike Calnan, the 
Trust’s head of gardens 
said: “The National Trust 
is proud and honoured to 
be taking over steward¬ 
ship of this very special 
Welsh garden. 

“Dyffryn is an excep¬ 
tional example of 
Edwardian garden design 
- with Thomas Mawson, 
garden designer - work¬ 
ing closely with his gift¬ 
ed client John Cory. 

“The gardens are sub¬ 
divided into a number of 
garden ‘rooms’ each with 
its own distinct horticul¬ 
tural character. 

“These are surrounded 
by a pleasure ground of 
sweeping lawns dotted 
with statuary, water fea- 


St Donat’s concert 

ST DONAT’S church is holding a candle-lit 
concert by musicians and singers from 
Atlantic College on Sunday, January 27 at 
4pm. 

Tickets £4 (including refreshments) from 
Nickleby’s Bookshop, church members or at the 
door. 

Proceeds will go to the church heating fund and 
the Shalom Project, South Africa. 


tures, a rockery and 
kitchen garden and many 
rare and exceptional 
trees, including some of 
the UK’s ‘champions’. 

“With so many fea¬ 
tures within the garden, 
there is certainly plenty 
for visitors of all ages to 
enjoy.” 

Justin Albert, Director 
of the National Trust in 
Wales, said: “Growing 
and shaping a glorious 
garden is a long-term 
project. The work done 
so far by all those 
involved with Dyffryn 
Gardens since its incep¬ 
tion - the Cory family, 
Thomas Mawson, The 
Vale Council, Cadw and 
Heritage Lottery Fund 
(HLF) - has produced an 
amazing site. 

“The passion that has 
gone into creating 
Dyffryn Gardens over the 
years - from volunteers, 
staff and supporters - 
cannot be taken for 
granted. 

“We want everyone to 
join with us in harnessing 
that passion for a new 


stage of Dyffryn’s jour¬ 
ney.” 

Coun Gwyn John, the 
Vale Council cabinet 
member for leisure, 
parks, culture and sports 
development, said the 
handover is an important 
move to secure the future 
of the house and gardens 
and a boost for local 
tourism. 

He said: “The council 
has undertaken a great 
deal of work to restore 
the house and gardens 
since acquiring the prop¬ 
erty in 1996. 

“As well as restoring 
the gardens and 
glasshouses, we have 
developed excellent visi¬ 
tor facilities and under¬ 
taken work to protect the 
fabric of the house. 

“The property will 
have an exciting future as 
part of the National 
Trust’s portfolio and we 
look forward to seeing 
the gardens and house 
developed further, which 
will benefit tourism in 
the Vale and secure the 
future of this important 


and historic estate. 

“I’d like to thank all 
our staff who have 
worked on the project, 
and the Heritage Lottery 
Fund for the support they 
have given us over the 
years. We look forward 
to a long and successful 
partnership with the 
Trust.” 

Jennifer Stewart, the 
head of HLF in Wales, 
said: “Dyffryn House and 
Gardens is one of 
Wales’s most significant 
heritage gems. 

“We are delighted that 
the investment of more 
than £6 million of lottery 
funding will now be sus¬ 
tained through the 
expertise and experience 
of the National Trust. 

“We will continue to 
work closely with the 
team at Dyffryn House 
and Gardens and the 
National Trust, and look 
forward to seeing the re¬ 
opening of the house in 
2013.” 



Planting an oak tree to 
mark the start of the 
National Trust’s 50- 
year lease of Dyffryn 
Gardens from the Vale 
Council (from left, 
Coun Gwyn John, 
Justin Albert, National 
Trust director for 
Wales, Coun Lis 
Burnett and Keith 
James OBE, chairman 
of the National Trust, 
Wales). 


$ 

Dwr Cymru 
Welsh Water 


NOTICE OF PROPOSAL TO ADOPT PRIVATE 
SEWERS AND LATERAL DRAINS 

To: The owner(s) of private sewers and private lateral drains which were 
made to communicate with a public sewer or public lateral drain vested in 
Dwr Cymru between the dates of 1 July 2011 and the 1 October 2012. 

Dwr Cymru Cyfyngedig (“Dwr Cymru”) gives notice under Sections 102 
and 105A of the Water Industry Act 1991 (“the Act”) that in accordance 
with a supplementary scheme made by the Welsh Ministers under the 
Water Industry (Schemes for Adoption of Private Sewers) Regulations 
2011 (“the Transfer Regulations”): 

On 1 April 2013: 

any private sewer (excluding pumping stations and highway drains or 
sewers) situated within Dwr Cymru’s sewerage area and which was made 
to communicate with the public sewer immediately after the 1 July 2011 
and immediately before the enactment of section 42(1) of the Flood And 
Water Management Act 2010 on the 1 October 2012, 
any private lateral drain (excluding pumping stations) which was made to 
communicate with the public sewer immediately after the 1 July 2011 and 
immediately before the enactment of section 42(1) of the Floods And 
Water Management Act on the 1 October 2012, 

On 1 October 2016, any pumping station which forms part of such a 
sewer or lateral drain and has not been transferred to Dwr Cymru before 
that date; will transfer to Dwr Cymru and become a public sewer or public 
lateral drain belonging to Dwr Cymru unless that private sewer or private 
lateral drain is subject to an outstanding appeal under Section 105B of 
the Act. 

This notice does not apply to private sewers or private lateral drains 
which: 

are owned by a railway undertaker; or 

are situated on or under Crown land and Dwr Cymru has received notice 
in writing before 1 October 2012 from the appropriate authority that the 
private sewer or private lateral drain should be exempt. 

Any owner of a private sewer, private lateral drain or pumping station or 
any other person affected by the proposal to adopt a private sewer, pri¬ 
vate lateral drain or pumping station, or the failure to do so, may appeal to 
the Water Services Regulation Authority (Ofwat) within 2 months of serv¬ 
ice or publication of this notice, whichever is the later. The grounds on 
which you can appeal are set out in Section 105B(3) of the Act. Ofwat can 
be contacted at: Centre City Tower, 7 Hill Street, Birmingham, B5 4UA, or 
by email to: appealpstransfer@ofwat.gsi.gov.uk 

Any terms used in the Transfer Regulations have the same meaning when 
used in this notice. 

Nicola Williams 
Company Secretary 

Dwr Cymru Cyfyngedig 
Pentwyn Road, 

Nelson, 

Treharris 
Mid Glamorgan 
CF46 6LY 

Registered in Wales no.2366777 


HYSBYSIAD O GYNIGIAD I FABWYSIADU 
CARTHFFOSYDD PREIFAT A 
DRAENIAU OCHROL 

I: Y perchennog (perchnogion) carthffosydd preifat a draeniau ochrol 
preifat a wnaed i gysylltu gyda charthffos gyhoeddus neu ddraen ochrol 
gyhoeddus a roddwyd i Dwr Cymru rhwng dyddiadau’r laf o Orffennaf, 
2011 a’r laf o Hydref, 2012. 

Mae Dwr Cymru Cyfyngedig (“Dwr Cymru”) yn rhoi hysbysiad o dan 
Adrannau 102 a 105A Deddf Diwydiant Dwr 1991 (“y Ddeddf”) mai yn 
unol a chynllun atodol a wnaed gan Weinidogion Cymru o dan 
Reoliadau’r Diwydiant D?r (Cynlluniau ar gyfer Mabwysiadu Carthffosydd 
Preifat) 2011 (“y Rheoliadau Trosglwyddo”): 

Ary laf o Ebrill, 2013: 

y bydd unrhyw garthffos breifat (ac eithrio gorsafoedd pwmpio a draeniau 
neu garthffosydd priffyrdd) a leolir o fewn ardal garthffosiaeth Dwr Cymru 
ac a wnaed i gysylltu gyda’r garthffos gyhoeddus yn syth ar 61 y laf o 
Orffennaf, 2011 ac yn syth cyn ymddeddfiad adran 42(1) Deddf Rheoli 
Llifogydd a Dwr 2010 ar y laf o Hydref, 2012, 
unrhyw ddraen ochrol breifat (ac eithrio gorsafoedd pwmpio) a wnaed i 
gysylltu gyda’r garthffos gyhoeddus yn syth ar 61 y laf o Orffennaf, 2011 
ac yn syth cyn ymddeddfiad adran 42(1) y Ddeddf Rheoli Llifogydd a D?r 
ary laf o Hydref, 2012, 

Ar y laf o Hydref, 2016, unrhyw orsaf bwmpio sy’n ffurfio rhan o garthffos 
neu ddraen ochrol o’r fath ac nad ydyw wedi’i throsglwyddo i Dwr Cymru 
cyn y dyddiad hwnnw; yn trosglwyddo i Dwr Cymru ac yn dod yn garthf¬ 
fos gyhoeddus neu’n ddraen ochrol gyhoeddus sy’n eiddo i Dwr Cymru 
oni bai bod y garthffos breifat neu’r ddraen breifat honno yn destun apel 
sydd eto i’w gwneud o dan Adran 105B y Ddeddf. 

Nid yw’r hysbysiad hwn yn gymwys i garthffosydd preifat nac i ddraeniau 
ochrol preifat sydd: 

yn eiddo i ymgymerwr rheilffyrdd; neu 

sydd wedi’u lleoli ar neu o dan dir y Goron a bod Dwr Cymru wedi derbyn 
hysbysiad yn ysgrifenedig cyn y laf o Hydref 2012 oddi wrth yr awdurdod 
priodol y dylai’r garthffos breifat neu’r ddraen ochrol breifat gael ei heithrio. 

Fe all unrhyw berchennog carthffos breifat, draen ochrol breifat neu orsaf 
bwmpio neu unrhyw berson arall yr effeithir arno gan y cynigiad i fab- 
wysiadu carthffos breifat, draen ochrol breifat neu orsaf bwmpio, neu os 
methir a gwneud hynny, apelio at yr Awdurdod Rheoleiddio 
Gwasanaethau Dwr (Ofwat) o fewn 2 fis o wasanaeth neu o gyhoeddi’r 
hysbysiad hwn, pa un bynnag a ddaw hwyrach. Mae’r seiliau y gallwch 
apelio arnynt yn cael eu nodi yn Adran 105B(3) y Ddeddf. Fe ellir cysylltu 
ag Ofwat yn: Centre City Tower, 7 Hill Street, Birmingham, B5 4UA, neu 
drwy anfon e-bost at: appealpstransfer@ofwat.gsi.gov.uk 

Mae gan unrhyw dermau a ddefnyddir yn y Rheoliadau Trosglwyddo yr un 
ystyr a phan gant eu defnyddio yn yr hysbysiad hwn. 

Nicola Williams 
Ysgrifennydd y Cwmni 

Dwr Cymru Cyfyngedig 
Heol Pentwyn 
Nelson,Treharris 
Morgannwg Ganol 
CF46 6LY 

Cofrestrwyd yng Nghymru, rhif 2366777 


RHYS WILLIAMS, 
LLANCARFAN 

Respected 
point-to-point 
horseman 


RHYS 

WILLIAMS, for¬ 
merly of 

Aberogwm Farm, 
Llancarfan, died 
on December 30 
after a short ill¬ 
ness. 

The loving father of 
Evan and Helen 
Williams, Rhys will 
always be associated 
with Glanville Jones’s 
Norther, which he rode 
to success in several 
point-to-points, before 
the horse went on to 
win the Golden Miller 
Handicap Chase at 
Cheltenham and the 
1965 Welsh Grand 
National at Chepstow, 
with Terry 
Biddlecombe in the 
saddle. 

Rhys used to ride 
out on Norther every 
day for Cowbridge 
trainer Denzil Jenkins 
and on two occasions, 
when partnering 
Norther in point-to- 
points, he beat 
Snowdra Queen, which 
went on to win the 
United Hunts Chase at 


the Cheltenham 
National Hunt Festival 
in 1966. 

Ironically, the horse 
Snowdra Queen beat 
was Mr Worth, owned 
by St Athan’s Jack 
Thomas, and ridden by 
Castleton’s Bill Jones. 

Mike Thomas, who 
rode regularly against 
Rhys in point-to-points, 
said: 

“Rhys was not only 
a good jockey but also 
a good horseman.” 

Another good point- 
to-pointer Rhys was 
successful with was 
Trunks, on which he 
won a hunter chase at 
Warwick at very long 
odds. 

One of the last hors¬ 
es I can remember 
Rhys winning on was 
Arctic Lily, which I 
believe he bred him¬ 
self. 

Interment took place 
at Zoar Presbyterian 
Church on Tuesday 
(January 8). 

BRIAN LEE 


‘Police spread 
too thin in Vale’ 


A BARRY council¬ 
lor is calling on the 
new Police 

Commissioner for 
south Wales to 
“commit more to 
neighbourhood 
policing”. 

Richard Bertin 

(Independent) has spo¬ 
ken with officers from 
South Wales Police who 
expressed concerns 
about cuts to frontline 
policing. 

“They say too much of 
their time is spent on 
form-filling, book-keep¬ 
ing and backroom work 
and not enough time on 
our streets,” he said. 

Coun Bertin has writ¬ 
ten to the new PCC, for 


South Wales, Alun 
Michael. 

“The number of neigh¬ 
bourhood police staff in 
the town of Barry has 
considerably reduced 
over a number of years to 
such an extent they 
would seriously struggle 
if there was a major inci¬ 
dent in the town. 

“It also means that as 
frontline police officers 
are so thinly spread, they 
have to go into other 
areas to support col¬ 
leagues, leaving their 
areas with skeleton staff. 
If Alun Michael was to 
bolster the response 
teams this would relieve 
the neighbourhood teams 
of their duties and allow 
them to operate more 
proactively.” 
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EVERYTHING 

IN STORE REDUCED 
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George Street Furnis hers 


Furniture • Carpets 

NEWPORT 01633 214241 
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• Beds • Bathrooms 

CARDIFF 02920 49 27 27 
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Could you 
benefit from an 
extra income? 


I T’S easier than you may have thought 
- with no outlay or inconvenience. 
Sharon and Beverley are enrolling 
host families to take in foreign students 
on a very flexible arrangement - long¬ 
term (September to July) or short-term. 

If you wish to earn a secondary income for ‘just 
being a family’, they would love to hear from you. 

Meanwhile, enable your family to be enlightened 
by the traditions of a different culture while offer¬ 
ing a ‘home-from-home’ base to further a student’s 
education. 

Enquiries are welcome from all areas. Please 
call Sharon on 0777 233 8124 or Bev on 0785 463 
8950. 


HOST 
FAMILIES 
WANTED 

We are looking for 
families to host 

Long or Short Term Students J 

Good rates of pay J 

Please contact: < 

Sharon 07772 338124 ! 

or Bev 07854 638950 j 



Care 4 Pets has 
to start early! 


D ID you have 
a dog for 
Christmas, 
or do you have a 
dog that is becom¬ 
ing matted? 

Breeds have changed 
considerably over the 
years, with many breed¬ 
ers mixing popular 
breeds to create new 
ones - although these 
dogs look beautiful, 
they can bring with 
them grooming prob¬ 
lems. 

Alison Moya, of Care 
4 Pets, says: “It is 
essential that puppies 
are introduced to 
grooming early, and we 
offer a free consultation 
service for owners at 
our salon at Park 
Crescent, Barry. 

“We encourage own¬ 


ers to visit with their 
dog before the initial 
full groom, if possible, 
to gently introduce them 
to the bath, grooming 
table and drier. 

“This takes around 
five minutes, but is a 
really useful exercise.” 

For information on 
Care 4 Pets grooming, 
dog walking, home 
boarding and visiting 
services, call 01446 
744633. 

Mucky dog wash from 
just £7.99 for miniature 
breeds; free puppy intro¬ 
duction to grooming for 
dogs under 16 weeks; 
free grooming advice 
consultation for all dog 
owners; services 
include dog home 
boarding, walking, 
home visits and house 
sitting. 


Care4 Pets 

Professional Pet Care 

DOG GROOMING SALON 


MUCKY DOG WASH 

from only £7.99 

(miniature breeds) 

Free Puppy introduction 
to grooming ( under 16 weeks old). 
Free Grooming advice/consultation 


• Home Boarding • House Sitting 

• Home Visiting • Dog Walking 


120 Park Crescent, Barry CF62 6HE 

season 01446 744633 

www.care4pets.co.uk 


Passmores 
Solicitors 
secures Law 
Society's new 
quality mark 


P ASSMORES 
in Barry has 
secured mem¬ 
bership to the Law 
Society’s 
Conveyancing 
Quality Scheme - 
the mark of excel¬ 
lence for the home¬ 
buying process. 

Passmores underwent 
rigorous assessment by 
the Law Society in order 
to secure CQS status, 
which marks the firm 
out as meeting high 
standards in the residen¬ 
tial conveyancing 
process. 

Law Society presi¬ 
dent Lucy Scott- 
Moncrieff said that the 
Society introduced CQS 
to promote high stan¬ 
dards in the home-buy¬ 
ing process. 

“CQS has established 
itself as the quality mark 
of the home-buying sec¬ 
tor and enables con¬ 
sumers to identify prac¬ 
tices that provide a qual¬ 
ity residential con¬ 
veyancing service. 

“With so many differ¬ 
ent conveyancing serv¬ 
ice providers out there, 
CQS helps home-buyers 
and sellers seek out 
those that can provide a 
safe and efficient level 
of service.” 

Miss Carli Evans 
said: “Passmores is 
delighted to have 
secured CQS status. 
Buying and selling a 
home can be a stressful 
time. Choosing a solici¬ 
tor to help in that 
process just got easier. 
By looking for a CQS 
firm like Passmores, the 


public can seek out a 
firm that has proved its 
commitment to quality. 

“The overall benefici¬ 
aries will be clients who 
use Passmores when 
buying a home. They 
will receive a reliable, 
efficient service, as 
recognised by the CQS 
standard.” 

The scheme requires 
practices to undergo a 
strict assessment, com¬ 
pulsory training, self 
reporting, random audits 
and annual reviews in 
order to maintain CQS 
status. 

It is open only to 
members of the Law 
Society who meet the 
demanding standards set 
by the scheme and has 
the support of the 
Council of Mortgage 
Lenders, the Building 
Societies Association, 
Legal Ombudsman and 
the Association of 
British Insurers. 

For more information 
on the Law Society’s 
Conveyancing Quality 
Scheme, visit www.law- 
society. org. uk/cqs. 

Contact the CQS Unit 
on 020 7316 5550 or 
CQS@ law society, org. uk 

Passmores are based 
at 21 Tynewydd Road, 
Barry, Vale of 
Glamorgan, CF62 8HB, 
www. passmores. com. 
Please contact us on 
01446 721000 or by 
email mail@pass- 
mores. com for fu rthe r 
information. 



21 Tynewydd Road, Barry 


Specialists in all aspects ofWills and 
Probate, Conveyancing, Personal Injury, 
Matrimonial and Children matters. 
Our advice is offered in a friendly 
and understanding way. 


Telephone today for an appointment 
Home visits are available by request 


01446721000 

mail@passmores.com 


www.passmores. com 


Get connected in the Vale ... 


L OCAL company 
KONEK-T 
Broadband, an 
Internet Service Provider 
based in south Wales, is 
offering cutting edge tech¬ 
nology. 

Located on St Hilary’s mast, 
the company’s equipment pro¬ 


vides super-fast broadband in the 
Vale of Glamorgan, with speeds 
up to 18Mbps. 

The Welsh Government is 
offering a grant up to £1,000 for 
people who currently have less 
than 2Mbps to get this service. 

One customer, S Blackman, 
said: “ I’ve just updated my 
iPhone software and instead of 
seven-eight hours, it has taken 


just 11 minutes with my new con¬ 
nection. 

“I appreciate that the iPhone 
updates vary in complexity, but I 
think this time saving really illus¬ 
trates the benefits of the Konek-T 
Broadband solution to us non¬ 
technical users. ” 


I 


yf Konek-T 


KONEK-T....ing you to the world instantly! 


Google Youfll) 




Player 


Our superfast broadband is available 
now from £ 19.96 

Free installation via Welsh Government 
grant scheme 

Call us today on 

02920 332786 or 0845 259 0343 


Email us on info@konektbroadband.com 

J 


A DIVORCE 
can be an 
emotional 
and stressful time, 
with issues of how 
to divide financial 
assets, and future 
contact with chil¬ 
dren being two of 
many. 

It does not necessarily 
mean that there will be a 
long and costly court 
process to resolve the 
issues. 

It may be that legal 
guidance is only 
required at certain stages 
of the process. 

For example, advice 
may be needed on how 
best to proceed when 
there is little equity in 
the matrimonial home, 
and there are young chil¬ 
dren to accommodate, 
which makes the ques¬ 
tion of whether to place 
the property on the mar¬ 
ket for sale a difficult 
decision. 

Glamorgan Law LLP 
can help in a variety of 
ways with the process. 

Contact the family 
law team on 01446 
771742. 


Divorce does not 
have to mean a 
costly legal process 

t \ 


Glamorgan Law LLP 


Solicitors 

Glamorgan Law 

Incorporating Larby Williams with Gwyn &Gwyn and Beech &Co lawyers. 

Richard Beech 
Pamela Haines 
Adrian Larby 

Telephone: 01446 771 742 
E-Mail: info@glamorganlaw.co.uk 
The Pavilion, 60 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EE 

www.glamlaw.co.uk 

Glamorgan Law LLP is authorised and regulated by the S.RA (537490) 
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Help at hand for 
couples separating 


OUPLES 
considering 
divorce or 
separation may be 
worried about the 
cost, and whether 
they may have to go 
to court. 

It may be reassuring 
to know that often the 
parties can avoid court 
proceedings ,if their dif¬ 
ferences can be sorted 
out with the help of a 
solicitor, or through 
mediation. 

This month, the 
Government announced 
an additional £10 million 
investment to enable 
more couples to have 
access to mediation. 

Your solicitor can refer 


you to a mediator and 
give advice during and 
after the process. 

If you are separating, 
but are concerned about 
the cost, contact local 
solicitor Hayley Brain, 


who can offer a fixed fee 
initial interview, and 
explain what options are 
available . 

Telephone 07539 
339888 or visit 
www. hayleybrain. co. uk. 



Cotua you boi dMMUri 


B"«r 

Soon 
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MAKE YOUR JOB 
MEANINGFUL 


T AKE the example of 
Steve Clarke, foster 
carer with Action for 
Children. A dad of two grown 
children, Steve had been 
employed in banking for 21 
years before running his own 
successful fast food restaurant. 

Wanting a new challenge in life, 
Steve thought about foster care. Why 
the huge leap from a business back¬ 
ground? 

Well, according to Steve, he “ want¬ 


ed a new, meaningful career, but one 
which did not involve meeting finan¬ 
cial targets and managing staff.” 

As he had always enjoyed being 
around children, fostering seemed the 
perfect choice. 

Steve has now been working with 
Action for Children since 2010. 

If you think you have what it takes 
to help transform a young life, do 
something meaningful this year. 
Foster. 

Call Action for Children on 01633 
270 422, or visit www.actionforchil- 
dren. org. uk/fostering. 


Do vom#tti»ng life changing 

Foster 


Could you give a child or young person the care 
and support they need to thrive, no matter what their 
background? 

If you can, we’ll give you: 

• Competitive fees 


• Excellent training 

• All the support you need for as long as you need it 

If you have a spare bedroom and you’re up for the 
I challenges and rewards of transforming a child’s life, 

I we want to hear from you now. 

Call 01633 270 422 or visit 
www.actionforchildren.org.uk/fostering 





Huw’s return to 
Frimley Green 


THIS week, the eyes of 
the sporting world have 
turned to the Lakeside 
Country Club at 
Frimley Green, Surrey, 
where the Darts World 
Championships are 
being held. 

Barry has its own 
interest in the event, with 
young referee Huw Ware 
taking part. 

Before setting off for 
darts’ most famous 
venue, Huw (19) told 
The GEM: “The tourna¬ 
ment kicks off the British 
Darts Organisation's 40th 
anniversary celebration 
and is being held from 


January 5 to January 13. 
There are 32 players 
competing for the 
£100,000 first prize.” 

Huw impressed the 
darts’ authorities so much 
with his handling of 
matches that he was first 
asked to referee at 
Frimley Green last year. 

This year’s tourna¬ 
ment started off with a 
shock. The defending 
champion, Dutchman 
Christian Kist, crashed 
out in the opening round! 



Barry at War 
group boosted 
by Kick-Start 


THE Barry at War 
Group has been 
awarded a Kick- 
Start Grant from 
the Vale Centre for 
Voluntary Services, 
to help the group to 
buy much needed 
display equipment. 

Barry at War Group 
chairman Ade Pitman 
told the GEM: “This 
equipment will be used 
by the group to present 
the area’s wartime her¬ 
itage, both at our 
Glamorgan Wartime 
Heritage Centre home 
and also at the many lec¬ 
tures that our team give 
to groups across the 
county. 

“The equipment will 
also be used to provide 
support to the many 
other local history 
groups that we work 
with, but it’s not just the 
money that is a boost to 
our work. 

“The awarding of the 
Kick-Start grant is 
recognition of the work 
carried out by our small 
group of volunteers, who 
have worked more than 
450 man-hours since 
being loaned the room 
by the Barry Tourist 
Railway in October. 

“The Kick-Start grant 
is a tangible pat on the 
back to these dedicated 
volunteers and the work 
that they do for our com¬ 
munity. Their hard work 
is area regeneration in 
action.” 

Ade continued: “The 
Kick-Start grant is pro¬ 
vided by the Vale Centre 
for Voluntary Services 
(VCVS), who support 
voluntary groups across 
the Vale. They have been 
extremely helpful, and 
without a doubt, the 
Barry at War Group 
would not be able to 
deliver our exhibitions 
and other heritage work 
to the community with¬ 
out their continued sup¬ 
port.” 

Clive Curtis from 
VCVS added: “We are 
pleased that we have 
been able to support this 
project through the 


Kick-Start funding 
scheme. It’s always good 
to know that the funding 
is being put to good use 
and we wish the project 
every success.” 

The Glamorgan 
Wartime Heritage 
Centre, located at Barry 
Island Railway Station, 
opens its doors again on 
Sunday, January 13, 
when the South West 
Armoured Group will be 
exhibiting their radio- 
controlled tanks and 
inviting visitors to learn 
about these and the real 
tanks that they represent. 

The event runs from 
11am until 3pm and 
admission is free. 

Ade concluded: 

“Barry at War Group 
hopes that the new 
Glamorgan Wartime 
Heritage Centre that we 
have created in partner¬ 
ship with the Barry 
Tourist Railway 
becomes a community 
facility for local groups 
with similar interests, so 
that everyone benefits 
from the region's only 
wartime heritage attrac¬ 
tion. 

“Our open days are 
proving popular with 
both old and young 
alike, and our Heritage 
Lottery funded recording 
equipment is regulary 
capturing the memories 
of those people who 
experienced the Second 
World War. 

“However, the centre 
isn’t only about this 
aspect of the region’s 
heritage, and our volun¬ 
teers are currently creat¬ 
ing a First World War 
‘trench experience’. As 
funds allow, we're aim¬ 
ing to create this and 
even more interactive 
exhibits that can inspire 
and educate the next 
generation of histori¬ 
ans.” 

To find out more 
about the Glamorgan 
Wartime Heritage 
Centre, see the new web¬ 
site at 

www. wartime glamor 
gan.co.uk or telephone 
Ade Pitman on 07930 
874161. 


Everyone’s Future 
partners against 
discrimination 


EVERYONE’S 
FUTURE, an intergen- 
erational partnership 
between Vibe 

Experience and Age 
Concern Cardiff and 
the Vale, is being fund¬ 
ed by the Big Lottery 
until 2014. 

Two new age equality 
workers are aiming to 
tackle negative stereotyp¬ 
ing and challenge age 
discrimination of 

younger and older peo¬ 
ple. 

As part of the project, 
Everyone’s Future 

Working Group has been 
set up with project staff, 
older people, young peo¬ 
ple and professionals. 

It will help shape the 
project, assist at events, 
and may form the cata¬ 
lyst for more future proj¬ 


ects. A spokeswoman 
reported: “The first 

meeting in November 
was a huge success, but 
we’re still looking for 
older and younger peo¬ 
ple to volunteer their 
time to help tackle the 
important issues of the 
project. 

The second meeting 
will be held on January 
15 at The Cardiff Story, 
The Old Library, Trinity 
Street, Cardiff, at 4pm. 

For more information, 
contact Louise David, 
age equality worker 
(young people) via email 
louise @ vibe experience, c 
om or call 01446 700622 
or Hannah Lewis, age 
equality worker (older 
people) by e-mail han 
nah. lewis @ age-concern- 
cardiff.org.uk or 02920 
683694. 


Holocaust Book 
of Commitment 
is signed by MP 


VALE MPAlun 
Cairns this week 
signed a Book of 
Commitment in the 
Commons, pledg¬ 
ing support for 
Holocaust 
Memorial Day, and 
honouring those 
who died in the 
World War Two 
Nazi genocide in 
which 6 million 
Jews perished. 

Sunday, January 
27, will mark the 68th 
anniversary of the lib¬ 
eration of Auschwitz- 
Birkenau, the Nazi 
concentration and 
extermination camp, 
which is the site of the 
largest mass murder 
in history. 

In signing the Book 
of Commitment, Mr 
Cairns paid tribute to 
those who died and 
honoured the 
“extraordinary 
Holocaust survivors, 
who work tirelessly to 
educate young people 
about what they 
endured,” through the 
Holocaust 
Educational Trust’s 
Outreach programme. 

In the weeks lead¬ 
ing up to and after 
Holocaust Memorial 
Day, thousands of 
commemorative 
events will be 
arranged by schools, 
faith groups and com¬ 
munity organisations 
across the country, 
remembering all the 
victims of the 
Holocaust and subse¬ 
quent genocides. 


This year, people 
will also be encour¬ 
aged to honour those 
communities that 
have been destroyed 
by genocide and 
reflect on the impor¬ 
tance of coming 
together to oppose 
prejudice and hatred. 

Mr Cairns 

explained: “Holocaust 
Memorial Day is an 
important opportuni¬ 
ty to remember the 
victims of the 
Holocaust and subse¬ 
quent genocides. 

“ I encourage all 
constituents to mark 
the day and to join 
members of communi¬ 
ty in the fight against 


prejudice and intoler¬ 
ance.” 

Karen Pollock 
MBE, chief executive 
of the Holocaust 
Educational Trust, 
commented: 

“We are proud 
that Alun Cairns is 
supporting Holocaust 
Memorial Day this 
year. 

“It is vitally impor¬ 
tant that we both 
remember and learn 
from the appaling 
events of the 
Holocaust - as well as 
ensuring that we con¬ 
tinue to challenge all 
forms of hatred and 
bigotry.” 


Scallywags 



Off all stock 
including Lelli Kelly 
and Timberland Boots 


2 Willow Walk, Cowbridge 

(Town Hall car park) 01446 772104 


mvirinx £ ( 1^(01446)700222 ) 

IVlllVjnik? Lettings(01446)701333 ) 

ESTATE AGENTS • CHARTERED SURVEYORS (commercial(01446) 709933 ) 


116 Westward Rise, Barry. CF62 6PQ 
Offers in the region of £275,000 



REDUCED ... REDUCED ... REDUCED ... 


Four bedroom, extended, semi detached property situated on the 
popular Garden Suburb development in the West end of Barry. Accom¬ 
modation briefly comprising: Entrance hallway. Lounge. Two further 
reception rooms. Modern fitted kitchen/family room. Downstairs cloak¬ 
room. Shower room and family bathroom to the first floor. Loft 
benefiting from drop down ladder, power and Velux window. Gas 
central heating. UPVC double glazing. Good size enclosed rear garden 
with gate giving access to Porthkerry Country Park. In walking distance 
of The Cold Knap Gardens and beaches, 


Registered Office: Knights Estate Agents, 84 High Street, Barry. CF62 7DX 
www.knightsestateagents.co.uk 
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PRICE 


PLUS AN EXTRA 


VERY CARPET 

ITTED FREE 


NOWotiur 

£399 


NOW ONLY 

£299 

WAS >699 


HALF £ 

PRICE [&£ 
BEDS V* 


Memory Foam 4 6’ Divan 

09 wartrtp* ccot« *a» t***riM\ 


Chelseo Supor Deep 4 6* Double 


HALF PRICE 


MEMORY FOAM ‘POCKET SPRUNG 
ORTHOPAEDIC ‘LUXURY DIVANS 


PLUS LAMINATES, RUGS, BATHROOM & KITC|EN VINYLS PAKE AWAYffOAl 


■ ■ m Unit 7, Grippoly Mills, 

HI IIE Sloper Road, 

^mWim ■ ■ K ■# Cardiff CF11 8AA 
f r ' J ;j : Telephone 02920 383770 

JT OPENING HOURS Mon Sd 9on 6pm, 

WOOD FLOOR Lale mgltl Ttiure 8am-8pm. Sunday 10 30om-4.30pm 

www.unitedcarpetsandbeds.com or CALL FREE ON 0800 344 442 



FITTING 7 DAYS A WICK 


FIHI HOME 
MEASURING SERVICE 

FREE INSURANCE 
ESTIMATES 

FREE CARPET DELIVERY 

torn tad 3tilo» cfpFy 
t* » Mot to Rftii 


P»tdjctj J4tf9cirDMUQlV ,f wtnYjit(ii« Mien pH toft* tcu^orr^td* itc Arsrtf <y Tpsddw inc*rt», to** ijcwrji a Fret mro cfter ic« rttopi* to an mu Mcod or #*rwi Starts van 

frtrri iira u situ ♦ r yew canto* to *ni or a rtnfcr t«i ‘inn Dt uvm ruiUaii/or tat wifii 14 (k$% J aucn*a m *1 rtfird cuiit trt Jliiuu inprtca i rural reuicii 
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Out and About with The G1 




Tsunami movie ‘lacks 
an emotional core’ 


by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreenTalk 


G iven 

Hollywood’s 
love of all 
things dramatic 
and real-life, 
they’ve shown 
tremendous 
restraint as regards 
the Boxing Day 
tsunami of 2004 
that caused such 
devastation. 

While Clint 
Eastwood’s mediocre 
Hereafter touched upon 


Lucy joins 
the choir! 


ON February 2, the 
Bethesda 

Community Choir 
at Dinas Powys will 
be performing with 
former X-Factor 
star, Lucie Jones 
from Pentyrch - a 
finalist in the 2009 
series before being 
(controversially) 
voted off. 

Since then, she has 
gone on to play the part 
of Cosette in Les 
Miserables in the West 
End. 

Lucie is about to 
start a world tour in the 
Queen musical We Will 
Rock You, and will be 
bringing some of her 
friends from the theatre, 
including Dinas and 
Bethesda Community 
Choir ‘old boy’ Stephen 
Rolley, who recently 
played the lead in an 


international production 
of Hair. 

This is an unusual 
time for the choir, as 
members are used to 
putting their feet up 
until later in the year 
after the annual 
Christmas concerts at 
the Parish Hall. 

However, the chance 
for this one-off collabo¬ 
ration - something not 
even Simon Cowell 
could bring together - 
was just too good to 
pass on. 

Limited tickets for 
this one-off performance 
are priced at £6 and can 
be bought from the 
parish Hall and Murch 
Post Office. They can 
also be ordered by 
phone on 029 2051 
3401, or online at 
bethesdacommunity- 
choir@yahoo.co.uk. 

KW 



FANTASTIC OFFERS 
FOR EATING OUT at. 

WOW. 

INN 

LUNCHTIME SPECIALS 

Three Courses only £9.95 

Available Monday - Saturday 

8oz. PRIME BRITISH 
SIZZLING STEAKS 
£13.50 for TWO 

Available Monday to Thursday Evenings. 

CURRY NIGHT 

Only £5.95 - Thursday Evenings. 

CHILDREN’S MEAL DEAL 

£4.95 including drink, main , starter 
or dessert - Available every day. 


Take advantage of our early year offers. 
Simply present one of our vouchers. 


JANUARY-FREE DESSERT 

Valid with any Main Meal 
or Sunday Lunch. 

Not to be used with 
any other offers. 

Terms & conditions apply. 
Fontygary Inn. 


FEBRUARY-FREE STARTER 

Valid with any Main Meal 
or Sunday Lunch. 

Not to be used with 
any other offers. 

Terms & conditions apply. 
Fontygary Inn. 


FONMON Road, RHOOSE CF62 3DZ 

Tel. 01446 711221 r^.^j 

www.fontygaryinn.co.uk 


the disaster, it has taken 
until now for a film to 
deal exclusively with 
what happened on that 
fateful day. 

The Impossible tells 
the story of a couple 
(Ewan McGregor and 
Naomi Watts) and their 
children, who are caught 
up in the full maelstrom. 
When they are spilt up 
by the tsunami, the fami¬ 
ly must be strong to sur¬ 
vive in the hope that 
they will hopefully, be 
reunited... 

True-life stories are 
notoriously difficult to 
bring to the big screen, 
especially when it comes 
to something that affect¬ 
ed millions of people, 
with the impact still 
being felt now for many 
families. 

Director JA Bayona 
hasn’t shied away from 
telling this story of hope. 
The Impossible is a bru¬ 
tal, hard-to-watch film 
that never lets up the 
emotional drama, but it 
ultimately feels paper- 
thin and poorly acted, 
Bayona’s focus on the 
story not allowing any 
room to manoeuvre in 
what is a draining film. 


Accordion 

band’s 

record 

donations 

THE Mid Glamorgan 
Accordion Band have 
celebrated their most 
successful year, which 
enabled them to donate 
over £1,300 to local 
charities, including the 
RNLI, Alzheimers 
Society, Cancer 

Research, Ty Hafan, 
Wales Air Ambulance, 
and Sandville Self 
Help Centre. 

The band, 20 years 
ago, gave over 40 con¬ 
certs to local organisa¬ 
tions, including church¬ 
es, community events and 
retirement homes, and 
are regulars at the Rest 
Hotel, and the 
Glamorgan Holiday 
Hotel in Porthcawl. 

The band of seven 
players, all retired, but 
not all accordionists, 
play a repertoire of show 
hits, standard melodies, 
tangos, and singalongs 
during their two hour 
shows, and include some 
ex professional players in 
their ranks. 

Their success last year 
means they already have 
bookings through to the 
end of December 2013, 
although they are still 
actively seeking a singer 
to rehearse their reper¬ 
toire for 2013. 

GERRY EZARD 
(Leader and secretary) 


Following a perfunc¬ 
tory set-up which allows 
us to see the nature of 
the family we’ll be fol¬ 
lowing through the film, 
Bayona unleashes his 
centrepiece early on, 
with a stunningly ren¬ 
dered re-enactment of 
the tsunami hitting. 

It is a jaw-dropping 
and heart-stopping set- 
piece that will leave you 
breathless while watch¬ 
ing, such is the intensity 
and ferocity of it, and 
Bayona’s skill in creat¬ 
ing such a piece with a 
small budget is a testa¬ 
ment to his abilities as a 
director. 

The aftermath is also 
shockingly realised, as 
the carnage is there for 
all to see - bodies, vehi¬ 
cles, boats, all strewn 
across what was once 
land - and again, 

Bayona and his team 
realise this incredibly 
well. 

From there on, the 
film plays as an against- 
the-odds story, one given 
extra emotion and power 
by the fact that it is true, 
but also one that simply 
hits the checklist of cine¬ 
matic cliches. 

While the emotion 
never fails to be ramped 
up by the situation, the 
story doesn’t move in 
quite the same way, feel¬ 
ing all too one-note and 
straightforward. 

The peril is there, but 
there is never that ten¬ 
sion that things won’t 
work out in the end, no 
real drama or conflict; 
instead it plays as a 
heartbreaking, yet pat, 
tale. 


It isn’t helped by per¬ 
formances that feel tired 
and dull well before the 
disaster strikes; I don’t 
think I’ve ever seen 
Ewan McGregor or 
Naomi Watts so 
mediocre in a long time, 
with the young boys 
playing their sons, in 
particular Tom Holland, 
outshining the older per¬ 
formers with deft skill 
and aplomb. 

There is no question¬ 
ing that the true-life 
story which inspired The 
Impossible is an incredi¬ 
ble one, but it’s a shame 
that bringing it to the big 
screen has turned it into 
one that feels overly 
homogenised (and that’s 
without mentioning that 
the Spanish family this 
happened to have 
become blonde haired 
and blue-eyed in the 
film). 

Aside from JA 
Bayona’s strong direc¬ 
tion, The Impossible 
feels less like a triumph 
of human spirit and 
more like emotional 
manipulation. 

VERDICT: It may 
tug the heartstrings, but 
The Impossible would 
struggle to resonate 
without such emotional 
subject matter. While 
JA Bayona’s direction is 
strong, weak turns and a 
poor script take an unbe¬ 
lievable story and make 
it seem all too 
‘Hollywood-ised’. Poor. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: World Trade 
Centre (2006), Titanic 
(1997). 


WHAT’S ON AND WHERE 


Ogmore advice 

OGMORE MP Huw Irranca Davies 
will be holding a surgery tomorrow, 
(Friday, January 11) between lpm- 
1.45pm at Pontycymmer OAP, fol¬ 
lowed by street surgeries in the area. 

AM’s surgery 

ELUNED PARROTT, AM for South 
Wales Central, will hold an advice 
surgery on January 11 at Morrisons 
Supermarket, Penny Way, Barry, 
between lpm and 2pm. 

Market music at 
Peterston 

THIS Saturday (January 12) from 
10am-12noon, Peterston Village 
Market will be selling all the usual 
produce and baked goods, plants and 
books, while a gift rehoming stall will 
be selling unwanted presents and 
gifts. 

All proceeds from this month’s 
market will be donated to the ‘Beach 
Buses’ charity, set up by Glenda 
Clwyd, a professional harpist, to take 
children who have never seen the sea, 
to spend a day at the seaside. 

Glenda will perform in the church 
and community hall during the morn¬ 
ing. 

Weavers’ workshop 

THE Glamorgan Guild of Weavers, 
Spinners and Dyers will meet on 
January 12 at 10am-4pm with an 
open workshop at the Scout Hall, 
Dinas Powys. 

For further details, contact Kirsten 
Gable on 01443 650336; email 
kirstengable@ gmail.com or 

welshkirsten on ravelry.com. 

Valeways walks 

Sunday, January 13 at 2pm, coastal 
path east, starting at Sully Church, 
South Road, Sully. 

Thursday, January 17 at 9.30am, The 
Dancing Stones (two hours), starting 
at St Nicholas outside 
the church. 

C a n o l fa n 
Porthceri 

THE Mayor of the Vale 
will hold a charity cof¬ 
fee morning in the 
Corporate Suite, Civic 
Office, Holton Road, 


Barry, on January 15 (from 10.30am 
to 12noon). Proceeds will be in aid of 
Canolfan Porthceri. 

Senior citizens 

THE next meeting of Cowbridge 
Senior Citizens will be held on 
Thursday, January 17, in Cowbridge 
Town Hall (Old Hall) at 2pm. 

Dr Rodger Weddell, a well-known 
local resident, will speak on 
Alzheimer’s and ways of positive 
thinking. 

Senior Citizens meet once a month, 
on the third Thursday afternoon. 

A warm welcome will be extended 
to all new members and visitors. 

Art session 

ON Thursday, January 17, 
Cowbridge Art Society will hold a 
practical painting session run by 
local artist Patricia Mears, exploring 
pattern, colour and texture using 
mixed media. 

Members are asked to bring along 
their own materials. 

The society meets on Thursday 
evenings at the Old Hall, Cowbridge 
from 7pm-9pm. visitors welcome. 

For full programme, see www.cow- 
bridgeartsociety.com 

Library events 

JANUARY booksale at Cowbridge 
Library - lots of bargains to be had - 
fiction, non-fiction and children’s 
books. 

Storytime is back, every Wednesday 
during term time, 2pm-2.30pm. Bring 
along little ones for stories and crafts. 
Ages 0-5. 

For more information, contact the 
library on 01446 773941. 


,. i i «, 


Calendar Girls 



Grand TVviliom, IVirthcawl Cl 1 K Cl) 

,T “* -»**■ 

Uaih . -U)pm nil rilii j 

A; Saturday Matincv i.wp- ri rwXtMvtn -# 
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Porthcawl Amateur Operatic & Dramatic Society are pleased to be supporting the Cancer Charity LATCH for this production 



The 


Casa Paco 

1 Broad Street Parade, Barry 

OPEN: Monday - Saturday 
6.30 pm - 9.30 pm (last orders) 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 

Special 2 for 1 Offer 

Available Tuesday-Thursday 6.30pm to 
9.30pm (Excludes 14th February) 

i Valid until 30th April, 2013 

Prawn Cocktail 
or Deep Fried Brie and 
Conserve with toasted Brioche 
or Baby Button Mushrooms cooked in Garlic Butter 
with toasted Brioche 

or Smoked Haddock & Spring Onion Fish Cakes 
with Mixed Leaves and Balsamic Dressing 
or Homemade Pate with toasted Brioche 
& Caramelised Onion Chutney 
or Homemade Soup of the Day 
****************** 

Grilled Sirloin Steak (supplement of £3.00) 
with choice of homemade sauces 
Au Poivre: creamy pepper sauce) 

Diane: Rich tomato, mushroom & brandy 
Champignon: Rich mushroom & Madeira 
or 

Posh Sausage & Mash 

Homemade venison sausages served with rich creamy potato 
and a rich Madeira & Onion Jus 
or 

Chicken The French Way 

Breast of chicken, cooked in chicken stock & vegetables of carrot 
and leek with tarragon, and served with rice 
Plain grilled chicken is also available with choice of house sauces 
or 

Pork Tenderloin 

Cooked in Massala wine, onions and mushrooms 
served with rice 
or 

Pan Fried Salmon Fillet with Basil Pesto 

or 

Vegetarian Option 

Broad bean risotto, flavoured with mint and Parmesan, 
enriched with double cream 
****************** 

Choice of sweet trolley 
****************** 

Coffee and dinner mint £2.50 extra 

£29.95 

OPEN VALENTINE'S NIGHT 
Thursday, 14th February 
Bookings Advisable 

A La Carte and Set Menu also available 

For reservations, please call 

01446 732009 
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Conservatives query 
Carwyn’s plan to 
buy Cardiff Airport 


CONSERVATIVES 
in the Vale are con¬ 
tinuing to question 
Labour’s decision 
to consider buying 
Cardiff Airport. 

They are calling for 
more answers and 
increased transparency 
over the Welsh 
Government’s decision 
after the announcement 
was made during the 
Assembly’s Christmas 
recess period 

The Shadow Minister 
for Transport, Byron 
Davies AM, said: 
“Christmas may be over, 
but one present to every 
Welsh taxpayer - from 
every Welsh taxpayer - 
remains unexplained and 
uncosted. 

“The nationalisation 
of Cardiff Airport was a 
surprise to everyone but 
the Welsh Government, 
and that shroud of secre¬ 
cy continues to define 
the issue. 

“While finances must 
be studied, the airport 
buyers - essentially 
everyone in Wales - 
deserve answers.” 

He said that 
Conservatives had con¬ 
cerns over the accessi¬ 
bility of the airport, and 
that bus services pale in 
comparison to those at 
Bristol Airport. 

While buses run from 
Bristol city centre up to 
every 10 minutes and for 
24 hours a day, services 
from Cardiff are avail- 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 

able every two hours 
during the day and 
hourly from Rhoose rail¬ 
way station. 

Similarly, just one 
train runs to Rhoose 
from Cardiff city centre 
every hour. This is in 
stark contrast to 
Birmingham where there 
are seven trains an hour 
between the airport and 
city centre, and 
Manchester - where 
trains run every 10 min¬ 
utes. 

Mr Davies continued: 
“In the current financial 
climate, and at a time 
when the NHS is facing 
record-breaking budget 
cuts, the casual acquisi¬ 
tion of an airport appears 
wasteful at best. 

“The tens of millions 
of pounds being spent on 
this acquisition could be 
spent on other projects - 
such as the A55 or the 
Newtown bypass - and a 
guarantee on value for 
public money is needed. 

“The First Minister 
must also commit to 
making the airport’s 
accounts fully available 
as soon as possible. 

“Be it health, educa¬ 
tion or the economy, 
Labour ministers stum¬ 
ble comically from one 
disaster to another. 

“There is no current 
reason to believe their 
ownership of Cardiff 


Airport will be anything 
but another financial 
calamity.” 

A Welsh Conservative 
debate on the issue was 
due to take place yester¬ 
day (Wednesday) in the 
Assembly. 

A Welsh Government 
spokesperson said: “As 
the Business Minister 
told Assembly members, 
it would be totally inap¬ 
propriate to release 
information that is com¬ 
mercial and in confi¬ 
dence, now the Welsh 
Government has entered 
into an exclusive ‘ due 
diligence ’ agreement 
with Cardiff Airport 
owners, TBI.” 

The Vale AM, Jane 
Hutt, said: “The Welsh 
Government’s agree¬ 
ment to progress 
towards the purchase of 
Cardiff Airport is great 
news for the airport, the 
Vale and the whole of 
Wales. 

“By taking the airport 
into public ownership, 
the Welsh Government 
can integrate it into its 
wider economic strategy 
and boost prospects for 
Welsh citizens, tourists, 
businesses and the avia¬ 
tion industry - particu¬ 
larly the British Airways 
Maintenance Centre. 

“It is also key to the St 
Athan and Cardiff 
Enterprise Zone, backed 
by the public and private 
sectors, with the 
prospect of jobs for local 
people,” she insisted. 


Welsh Government is 
‘leaning towards focused 
regeneration approach 9 


THE chair of the Barry 
Regeneration Area 

Partnership Board, Coun Lis 
Burnett, has said reductions in 
funding for regeneration inti- 
tiatives in Wales are due to UK 
Government cuts. 

Barry faces a battle in the next few 
months to prolong its regeneration 
status beyond early 2014, and Coun 
Burnett, who attended a meeting 
arranged recently by Vale MP Alun 
Cairns on that issue, pointed out the 
Welsh Government was having to 
look at a more focused approach, 
because funding was contracting. 

Coun Burnett told The GEM: “I 
was happy to attend Alun Cairns’ 
recent meeting to discuss the current 
Welsh Government consultation on 
regeneration -‘Vibrant and Vital 
Places’. 

“As an area devolved to Wales, I 
was pleased that a local MP had 
shown an interest, even though at the 
meeting some misunderstandings 
became apparent. 

“Those misconceptions unfortu¬ 
nately reappeared in Mr Cairns’ arti¬ 
cle on December 20. 

“The current consultation is 
exploring how Wales should carry out 
regeneration activities in the future. 

“The reduction in funding is a 
direct result of the Tory-Liberal 
Democrat UK Government cuts, and 
so we have to restructure our regener¬ 
ation initiatives to make them more 
effective with less money. 

“Should we spread our funds ever 
thinner, so everyone has a slice, or 
focus it into a smaller number of areas 
where it can make the greatest differ¬ 
ence? 


“The Welsh Government appears 
to be leaning towards a focused 
approach at present.” 

Coun Burnett said that approach 
could be to the town’s advantage, but 
decision makers in Cardiff had to be 
persuaded that its case represented 
value for money. 

“We need to make sure the Welsh 
Government knows what we can do 
with their funds and just what a dif¬ 
ference we can make if they invest in 
us.” 

Coun Burnett stressed that the 
board had had regular meetings with 
the Minister concerned. 

“Huw Lewis, the Minister for 
regeneration, is no stranger to Barry 
and has visited twice in recent months 
- most recently for a full and frank 
discussion with the Barry 
Regeneration Board. 

“We will continue to have those 
discussions and continue to champion 
Barry and the rest of the Vale at every 
opportunity. 

“To retain regeneration area status 
for Barry, it will take more than 10 
people in a room on a wet and windy 
night... 

“It will take every one of us to play 
a part in creating the Barry of the 
future, and to persuade the Welsh 
Government to invest its scarce 
resources in us.” 

You can make your voice heard on 
the Welsh Government’s consultation: 
http://wales.gov.usk/consultations/bu 
s inessandeconomy/vvp/? lang=en. 

The Vale Council’s response to the 
consultation can be found at: 
www. valeofglamorgan. gov. uk/our_co 
uncil/council/minutes,_agendas_and 
_reports/reports/cabinet/2012/12-12- 
17/vibrant_and_viable _places.aspx. 




ROOMS 





Rowen 


Unique 

Wedding 

Flowers.. 




suliatio 


• Professional and 
friendly advice 


• Ml Budqets CateredJE 


• Wedding Packages . 
available 
from £400' , 

Tel 01656 880526 
www.stbridesflowers.com 



WEDDING 
STATIONERY 

‘Traditional ffasfiionable and 
Romantic (Designs for your day. 

We can produce a design 
! of your choice . 

Knigbt ?K\H\ 

Unit C5, Station Approach Ind. Est. 

Penarth CF64 3EE 
Tel: 029 2070 7115 
E-mail: info@knightprint.co.uk 
Website: www.knightprint.co.uk 


f The 1 

Register Office 

Civic Offices, 

Holton Road, Barry 

For information, and advice on 

Civil Marriages and 
Civil Partnerships, also 
Renewal of Vows ceremonies 



Bilingual ceremonies 
available on request 


Tel.01446 700111 

www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 


Office Hours: 

Monday to Friday 
9.00 am -1.00 pm and 
2.00 pm - 4.00 pm 



A 


Walk down aisle 
in style, without 
busting a budget 


YOU can be a 
fashion-forward 
bride - without 
blowing your 
budget... 

Just as you need to 
kiss a few frogs in the 
dating world, the 
search for your dream 
frock can be a real 
journey. 

You’re looking for 
the right shape, the 
right shade and exactly 
the right amount of 
sparkles, feathers or 
flounce. 

If in doubt, turn to 
the catwalks for inspi¬ 
ration. 

Bridal designers are 
seasons ahead, so you 
can tap into the fash¬ 
ion mood for your 
upcoming nuptials. 

Check out the trends 
and you will find a 
wedding ensemble 
you’ll be smitten with. 

Fabrics to fall for 
are satin, silk, tulle, 
taffeta - the bridal 
options are endless but 
one fabric - lace - is 
still hot, even after a 
dominant year in 2012. 

Lace was big, of 
course, because of the 
Kate Middleton-effect. 

After she and 


by LISA 
HAYNES 


William married in 
2011, the profile of lace 
was raised to an all 
time high, but design¬ 
ers are still finding 
new ways to use the 
fabric in cutting edge 
designs. 

SusiRogol, editor of 
trade magazine Bridal 
Buyer, said: “Lace is 
being used in little 
sculpted shrugs to give 
a hint of cover-up, 
through to strapless 
gowns, and as detach¬ 
able straps to complete 
top layers .” 

Meanwhile edgier 
brides are loving laser- 


cut fabrics to create 
surface texture and 3D 
effects, also achieved 
with swirls of ribbons 
or fabric forming an 
entire skirt of flowers 
or petals. 

If you’re looking 
ahead to a wedding 
later this year, look 
back in time for inspi¬ 
ration. 

The year 2013 will be 
a vintage one, accord¬ 
ing to Suzi Rogol. 

Susi said: “Vintage 
is the direction that 
every influential 
designer is taking, 
harking back to the 
Thirties and Fifties in 
particular. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 19) 




Bridal^ Box 


F/dtic/uf, FPtrrni W 

& 'v&ninrf fftea/i/ 

14a Cowbridge Road, 
Pontyclun CF72 9ED 

01443 228 203 
07900 957488 


www. bridal-box. c o. uk 

Arrive in style . .. 

PRICE’S WEDDING CARS 



E. info@pricesweddingcars.co.uk T. 01443 201940/ 
W. pricesweddingcars.co.uk _ 07711 408800 j 
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Planning a wedding? 
Come to our open day 

A LLISON’S Celebration Cakes has 
been at the forefront of innovative 
cake design in Barry and the rest 
of the Vale for more than 20 years. 

We pride ourselves on supplying a very personal, 
yet professional, touch to all of our creations just 
for your special day. 

On Sunday, February 3, 2013 we will be holding 
an Open Day between 11am and 3pm for brides to 
be to see what we can offer. 

So, if you are planning your wedding, why not 
come along and view our designs and discuss your 
requirements over a tea or coffee? We look forward 
to seeing you! 



Celebration 

• All occasions - made to order 

• Specialists in Sugar Flowers 

• Cake stand hire 

• Wedding Cakes 

• Cupcake Decorations 
and Accessories 

• Photo image transfer 


Call in for friendly, 
helpful advice 

7 Barry Rd, 
Cadoxton, Barry 


www.allisonscelebrationcakes.co.uk 
Telephone: (01446) 740377 p 


TRAVELLA 



Spirit of the 
Kilt suits for 
men and boys 
(Children 
from age 2 
upwards) 

Multi Hire 
Deals 

(6 Suits or 
multiples of) 

FREE Suit 
for the 
groom , etc! 


145 Commercial Street, Maesteg 

E3 Tel: 01656 733496 EJ 
www.travella.co.uk 



ROOMS 



ADD THAT SPLASH OF 
STYLE TO YOUR BIG DAY 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18 necklines and ballerina lengths on 
Suzi added: “So think slinky the other.” 
body-clinging dresses in slippery Think Audrey Hepburn for 
satins with clever fabric manipu- inspiration, with Fifties’ hallmark 
lation to form shape and accentu- details like nipped-in waists, bell 
ate curve on one hand, and boat skirts and crisp silhouettes. 
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CF32 0PY 

Southerndown, Vale of Glamorgan 

Wedding ceremonies and receptions plus guest suite 
for the bride and groom 

A unique venue for private & corporate 
hospitality. The spacious outbuildings of 
this traditional Welsh farmhouse have 
been tastefully converted to the highest 
standards of refinement. 

The Barn at West Farm stands on the 
cliffs of the Glamorgan Heritage Coast, 
with panoramic views over the Bristol 
Channel. Spacious, uncluttered lawns provide ample room for marquees and out¬ 
door catering that can typically accomodate 200 guests or more. 

A perfect venue for: • Family celebrations • Parties/private functions 

• Conferences • Training/seminars • Board meetings/AGM’s • Product 
launches • Film shows • Music recitals/concerts • Televised sporting events 

• Plays • Exhibitions 

Bookings & enquiries: T: 01656 880465 E: admin@barnatwestfarm.com 


ft* 




Enjoy your memorable wedding day 
with truly fantastic value packages 

1 Course only £10 per person 

2 Courses only £15 per person 

3 Courses from £20 per person 

All the above offer a wide 
selection of dishes. 

★ ★ ★ 

Also , the Perfect Venue for your 
Conferences or Corporate Events. 

★ ★ ★ 

Bedrooms from £29.50 BB single and 
DB/TW rooms from £ 44.50 B/B. 

Please call to discuss your requirements 

01446 740069 


STOP 

PRESS 

Wedding 

Fayre 

planned 
for April 
2013 


THE BARN at WEST FARM 


www.barnatwestfarm.com 


Mount Sorrel Hotel 

PORTHKERRY ROAD, BARRY, 

Vale of Glamorgan 

Q4)e$)inys out Speciality 


Daytime 
Receptions for 
up to 110 guests. 

Evening Reception 
parties for up 
to 150 guests. 



STUDIO 

'PbiyJt 7^ 

stunning 
stylish 

contempora 
weddings 

derek naylor 
photography 
07979 361520 



STUDIO 
POINT BREAK 
OPENS IN 
LLANTWIT! 


C ELEBRATING 20 
years photographing 
rock stars, heads of 
state, society weddings and 
celebrity events, Llantwit 
photographer Derek Naylor 
has opened Studio Point 
Break in the heart of Llantwit 
Major next to Co Op. 

A champagne reception was held 
before Christmas for friends, clients 
and fellow photographers to celebrate 
the opening of the new studio which 
boasts 50 square metres of gallery 
and studio space. 

Derek explained: “Facilities 
include enough room to photograph 
large family groups and view images 
on the large screen in the viewing 
lounge - people can also enjoy the 
gallery and contemporary wedding 
albums. 

“ It is essential to give today’s 
modem bride the time they deserve 
and many options to consider. The 
Studio is the perfect place to browse 


sample albums, canvas prints and 
take advantage of the experience I 
offer.” 

He added: “Brides love the con¬ 
cept of not having any set packages 
and having complete control over 
budgets and album choice and seeing 
real weddings in albums or on dis¬ 
play prints. 

“The response so far has been fan¬ 
tastic and I am looking forward to 
holding one day photo workshops in 
the spring for groups of six covering 
a range of photography from basic to 
advanced skills. 

“I am keen to hear from local 
photo clubs who may be able to 
make use of the Studio. ” 

Derek is well known in the 
western Vale and has been actively 
involved in youth initiatives in the 
town for many years, notably as a 
volunteer with Major Music, and as 
a campaigner for the skatepark in 
Frampton with Major Skate. 

You can contact Derek at 
Studio Point Break on: 

01446 796636 / 07979 361520. 
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Osteoporosis - 

THE SILENT 
DISEASE’ 


O steoporosis 
affects one 
in three 
women over the 
age of 50 - and 
fracture following 
trauma is often the 
only indication of 
an underlying 
problem. 

This is why it is 
often called ‘the silent 
disease’. Of those who 
suffer a hip fracture, 
three in 10 will die as a 
result. 

Risk factors include 
early menopause, fam¬ 
ily history, steroid 
based medications, 


digestive illnesses, diet 
and lifestyle factors 
and low body mass. 

Fortunately, there 
are steps you can take 
to prevent the develop¬ 
ment of the disease, 
such as weight-bearing 
exercise and eating cal¬ 
cium-rich foods. 

A simple ultrasound 
scan can give a good 
indication of risk of 
osteoporosis and 
future fracture. 

For information and 
appointments, please 
call Healthcare 
Screening Ltd on 0800 
6126106. 


Osteoporosis 

Osteoporisis can be prevented but scans for risk 
of future fracture in post menopausal women are 
not always readily available on the NHS. 
However, you can now have a non-invasive scan 



Wednesday, 16th January 
Barry Town Council Offices 
For information and appointment please call 
0800 612 6106 Healthcare Screening.co.uk 


THE BENEFITS 
OF OWNING A 
CAT... 


AVE you 
ever consid¬ 
ered an 
older cat, instead of 
a kitten, as a com¬ 
panion? 

Medical research has 
indicated stroking a cat 
can relieve stress and 
lower blood pressure. 

We have a number of 
cats looking for loving 
homes, aged from six 
months to eight years 
old. 

Even a cat of eight 
years would have 
approximately another 
10 years of life, which 
might suit a much older 
person and give loving 
companionship. 

All our cats have 
been neutered and 
microchipped. Some are 
a little nervous as they 
are used to older people 
who might have had to 
give them up to go into 
homes themselves, leav¬ 
ing their companion 


behind. 

These would adapt to 
a quiet, loving home 
environment. 

Currently, we have an 
abundance of cats who 
are desperately in need 
of a new family, or peo¬ 
ple to care for them. 

For an appointment 
or further information, 
please telephone 
Maesteg Animal Welfare 
Society on 01656 
721496 or 01656 
769855. Please leave a 
message on our answer- 
phone if we are unavail¬ 
able. 

At the current time, 
we are unable to accom¬ 
modate any more cats - 
we are desperately in 
need of homes! 

We are now able to 
accept text donations. 
Text mawsll to 70070. 



MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 

Kittens, young 
and older cats - 
All needing a new family! 


38 


All cats have been 
neutered & microchipped 


All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome and now you can text 

maws 11 to 70070 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 769855 

www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 



Looking to start the new year with the best intentions? Let The GEM’s 
3-page guide give you some ideas on how to shape up for 2013! 


Jones & Jones 
Optometrists, specialists 
in family eyecare 


B etween is - 90 per 

cent of all your sensory 
information about the 
surrounding environment is 
visual. 

The process of converting light 
into an electrical signal that your 
brain can interpret is a fairly complex 
one that involves millions of highly 
specialised cells found only in the 
eye. Despite this, many people take 
their vision for granted and neglect 
their eyecare. 

Considering the prevalence of seri¬ 
ous eye disease rockets from only 0.3 
per cent in the under-50s to over 25 
per cent of the over-70s, getting a 
regular eye check is really important. 

For the over-60s, the main three 
culprits are glaucoma, cataract and 
macular degeneration. All of these 
eye diseases are treatable if caught 
early enough, but the problem is that 
they have a gradual onset and tend to 
creep up on people; by the time 
vision is noticeably affected, substan¬ 
tial irreversible damage can occur. 

Led by Dr Adrian Jones, one of the 
leading optometrists in the UK, Jones 
& Jones Optometrists are able to pro¬ 
vide specialist eyecare that is current¬ 
ly not available in most high street 
opticians. As well as ordinary pri¬ 
vate, and NHS sight tests, we spe¬ 
cialise in: 


• Glaucoma diagnosis and treat¬ 
ment. 

• Acute eye problems, such as red 
eyes and flashing lights and floaters. 

• Watery and dry eye assessments. 

• DVLA drivers’ assessments. 

• Contact lens fitting and after¬ 
care. 

Where most opticians have to refer 
their patients to hospital, Dr Jones is 
able to provide a comprehensive, gold 
standard diagnosis, treatment and fol¬ 
low up for common eye problems. 

In conjunction with our specialist 
clinical services, we also offer a per¬ 
sonalised dispensing service with a 
huge range of frames. 

So, whether you are on a budget or 
want something a bit special from our 
extensive designer collections, there 
is always something to suit. 

We only supply high performance 
lenses from top manufactures such as 
Hoy a, Nikon and Shamir. 

Our direct computer links with the 
manufacturing plants mean we can 
show you exactly what your lenses 
will look like before ordering and 
provide a real time estimate for deliv¬ 
ery. 

If you or someone you know is con¬ 
cerned about an eye problem, why not 
get specialist help and advice? Book 
an appointment on 01446 400015, or 
visit us online at www.jonesand- 
jones.org.uk 


Dior 

POLICI 

DIESEL 


NICOIF FARHI 
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For eyewear that is 
as as you. 
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Local Slimming World 
consultant’s new group 


L OCAL consultant 

Helen is getting ready 
to open her new morn¬ 
ing group in Llantwit Major - 
after eight years as a consult¬ 
ant. 

Helen said : “I am so excited to 
be opening a new group to enable 
me to help more members achieve 
their weight loss goal. 

“There is no feeling in the world 
like seeing a member achieve their 
target, which is chosen by them¬ 
selves ”. 

After losing seven stone by eating 
normal, every day food and enjoy¬ 
ing eating out weekly, Slimming 
World really is the plan 
for everyone, Helen confirmed. 


“I love it when new members 
cannot believe all 

the food we can count as ‘free’. My 
favourite foods are family foods 
such as spaghetti bolognaise and 
lasagne. 

“There is never a need to go hun¬ 
gry, Slimming World really gave 
me my life back” . 

Helen is now opening a group in 
the Catholic Church, Ham Lane 
East, Llantwit Major on Tuesdays 
at 9:30am 

If you would like to find out more, 
please pop along, or call Helen on 
01446 750738. 



Slimming 
World 


'LtwGL. 
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NEW GROUPS 
MONDAY 

Cwm Talwg Pub 
7.30pm 

Severn Avenue 
Wiggy-07515 824988 
(First group Wednesday 
2nd Jan reverting to 
Mon 7th Jan) 

TUESDAY 

Llantwit Major 
9.30am 

Catholic Church, 

Ham Lane East 
Helen-01446 750738 
(First group Thurs 3rd 
reverting to Tues 8th Jan) 

Barry RFC 
7.30pm 

Merthyr Dyfan Road 
Teresa - 07889 828401 
(First group Wednesday 
2nd Jan reverting to 
Tues 8th Jan) 

MONDAY 

Barry 

4.30 & 6.30pm 

The Tadross Hotel, 

Holton Road 

(next to Bassett Park) 

Lorraine - 01446 407002 

Rhoose 

5.30pm &7.30pm 

Celtic Way Community 
Centre, Celtic Way 
Helen-01446 750738 

Penarth 

5.30pm & 7.30pm 

Elfed Avenue United 
Church, Elfed Avenue 
Nia - 07793 885581 


TUESDAY 

Barry - 5.30pm 

Holy Trinity 
Presbyterian Church, 
Trinity Street 
Joanne - 01446 404897 

Llantwit Major 
5.30pm & 7.30pm 

Our Lady & St llltyd 
Church (Catholic) 

Ham Lane East 
Helen-01446 750738 

Sully - 6.30pm 

The Old School 

South Road 

Niki - 01446 740394 

WEDNESDAY 

Barry 

4.45 & 6.45pm 

St. Francis Millennium 
Centre, Park Road, 
Porth-y-Castell 
Annamarie - 01446 
736534 

Barry - 6.00pm 

Cadoxton 
Methodist Church 
Church Road 
Joanne - 01446 404897 

Penarth 

9.30am & 11.45am 

All Saints Church Hall 
Victoria Square 
Tracy - 07894 275853 

Penarth 

5.30pm & 7.30pm 

All Saints Church Hall 
Victoria Square 
Tracy - 07894 275853 



THURSDAY 

Barry - 5.30pm 

Highlight Park 
Community Centre, Barry 
Annamarie - 
01446 736534 

Cowbridge - 9.30am 

Cowbridge 
Rugby Club 
Rob - 07708 941279 

Dinas Powys 
5.30pm & 7.30pm 

The Cabin by swimming 
pool, Hebron Hall 
Sarah - 07525852288 

Barry - 10.15am 

St Helen’s Church Hall 
Wyndham Street 
Niki - 01446 740394 

Cowbridge 
5.30pm & 7.30pm 

The Little Shop of Calm, 
Westgate 

Rob - 07708 941279. 


0844 897 8000 
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Dawn Clinic moves 
into its second year 


W ITH both new and 
regular customers 
enjoying the com¬ 
fortable, clean and welcoming 
environment, Dawn Clinic 
provides a private appoint¬ 
ment-only Health and 
advanced beauty clinic. 

Dawn has been involved in nursing 
for over 20 years, specialising in skin 
care, and now devotes all her time to 
the Clinic. 

Dawn is fully registered to admin¬ 
ister all prescriptive medications and 


esthetic 

dAwn clinic 

Awaken to a more youthful you 



Dawn Aesthetic Clinic 


T: Dawn Clinic 

12 York Place 


FB: botoxcardiff 

Barry 


T: 01446 732 286 

CF62 7ED 


www.dawnclinic.com 


Permanent Fat Reduction/ 
Skin Tightening 
on either Face or Body 
Normal Price £800 

NOW HALF PRICE 

• 

3 areas Anti-wrinkle injections 

Now only £225 

• 

Fancy Feet Friday 

Pedicures - corns - calluses 

• 

Clinical Hypnotherapy 
Reiki 

• 

Liquid face Lift Packages 
from £ 1500 

• 

Prescriptive skin 
Care packages 

for Pigmentation 
Rosacea - Acne -Ageing 


Health. 


aesthetic treatments; these range from 
Botox to advanced facial sculpting. 

The newest addition to the clinic is 
The Lipofirm Plus medical Grade 
alternative to Liposuction for perma¬ 
nent fat reduction. 

The clinic works with Cosmetic 
Surgery Partners of London, led by 
world-renowned reconstructive and 
cosmetic surgeon, Miles Berry, offer¬ 
ing free consultations and post-opera¬ 
tive care. 

Dawn is committed to providing 
the most suitable and safe treatments 
to meet your individual requirements. 


NEW YEAR, 
NEW START, 
NEW YOU! 


J UST 30 min¬ 
utes - three 
times a week - 
will make a differ¬ 
ence! You will not 
only look and feel 
better, but you will 
be better. 

Why we are differ¬ 
ent at The Bay Health 
Club, Fontygary: 

• The friendly 
atmosphere and staff. 

• Great equipment, 
including the new 
Octane Lateral X and 
Vibrostation. 

• Separate free 
weights room, includ¬ 
ing punch bag and 
Smiths machine. 

# 25m indoor pool. 
• Leisure area - 
with Jacuzzi, steam 
room and sauna. 

• No contracts to 
sign. 

• Payments can be 
made over the count¬ 
er, or by direct debit. 

• Sports massage 
available. 

• Specific individ¬ 
ual programmes 


designed. 

• NO joining fee. 

If you have never 
used a gym before, 
you don’t need to feel 
intimidated, as our 
staff will show you 
exactly what to do and 
how each piece of 
equipment works! 

The pool changing 
rooms have been 
refurbished and we 
have new graphics 
around the pool area. 

We offer swimming 
lessons every Friday 
and Saturday - and 
are enrolling now for 
the next course, which 
starts on January 11, 
with Jamie. 

We offer a warm 
welcome to everyone - 
don’t take our word for 
it. Why not come down 
and see for yourself. 

Call Jennie on 
01446 710386for more 
details. 



Fontygary 

ItISLRf FAUK ^ W 

FONTYGARY, RHOOSE.VALE OF GLAMORGAN, CF62 3ZT 

Tel. 01446 710386 



25m Pool with Slide 

(pool hire available) 

Health & Fitness Club 

with separate 
free weights room. 

1 Leisure area with Jacuzzi, 
Sauna & Steam Room. 

Prices start from 
£25 per month 

No contracts to sign. 
Membership can be paid over the counter 
or by Direct Debit 


Function Room available to hire 
Parties, Functions and Meetings 


Telephone: 01446 710386 


1 MEMBERSHIP - 7 CENTRES - ACCESS ALL AREAS 



NO JOINING- FEE I 


PLUS 


FREE Personal Trainer 
audio downloads 
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Gym Membership includes: 

• No Jommg Fee 

• FREE Group Exerase 

• FREE Pcrsoncrf Iroincr 

Posses* 

downloads 

• FREE Summing* 

• FREE Induction 

• FREE Health 

• FREE OfTTi Programme 

Suite* 
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Scott Wroe 

Hearing Centre A 


Scott Wroe Hearing Centre 
Penarth - 




imr 



Scott Wroe 

Hearing Centre 



f 

Scott Wroe 

Hearing Centre A 


Scott Wroe Hearing Centre is an independent, 
family run hearing aid centre with over 35 years 
experience of helping people improve their 
hearing. 

Being completely independent of 
manufacturers means that customers come 
first and they will work with you to find the best 
solution to your hearing problems by choosing 
from the world’s leading digital hearing aids. 

Scott and Susan are both registered under the 
Health Professionals Council and are 
Fellowship Members of the British Society of 
Hearing Aid Audiologists so you know you are 
in safe hands. 

While friendly and welcoming, Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre is equipped to the highest 
standards in the industry for a comprehensive 
diagnosis of your hearing needs. 

You can also rest assured with a 30-day free 
trial so you can test your new aid in real life 
situations and take your time finding the make 
and model that suits your lifestyle. 

They will also go the extra mile with home visits 
for customers having difficulty getting to their 
Penarth practice. There is a full aftercare 
service with your new hearing aid with check¬ 
ups to ensure that your hearing aid is 
performing correctly, Scott’s team will make 
any adjustments or repairs and check that 
you’re fully up to speed on operating and 
maintaining your new device at home. 

Worrying about your hearing can be a 
distressing experience which is why Scott 
Wroe Hearing Centre makes sure the process 
of doing something about hearing loss is as 
comfortable and stress-free as possible and 
they will take the time to personally solve your 
problem. 


“The aids have given me a new lease of life. I can now 
hear people on the phone and also background noises. 
My children, friends and relatives cannot get over the 
change in me. I wish I’d done it years ago.” 

- Mr Bartley Phillips 

“I was put in contact with Scott Wroe Hearing and my 
life was transformed. The service has been excellent as 
has been the aids provided. Nothing has been too much 
trouble for Scott, Sue and Laura and any slight problem 
is quickly sorted out.” 

- Dr. Alan Dudley (Retired GP) Penarth 

“Having lost 70% of my hearing, I was very glad but 
unsure when I was introduced by a friend to Scott Wroe. 
Now some years and three sets of updated hearing aids 
later I can’t thank Scott enough for his excellent, kind 
and caring service. Without his professional help and 
advice my world would be a silent one, instead I can 
now hear more than I ever expected and for that I am 
most grateful.” 

- Mrs S Smith 

“Hearing loss can be a very daunting experience. 
Fortunately I was lucky enough to be recommended to 
Scott Wroe Hearing Centre. With the highly skilled and 
sympathetic expertise of Scott Wroe I have come to 
terms with increasing deafness and learnt to combat the 
condition with expert modern technology. I am 
extremely grateful for all the help and up to date 
information I have received from this excellent firm.” 

- Mrs J Thorpe 


30 day FREE trial on all 
hearing aids. 

4 or 5 year warranty on all 
hearing aids throughout 
January and February. 

5 year aftercare service plan 
with all hearing aids. 

Independent advice on all 
leading makes and models. 

Home visit service available. 


For more information or to arrange your free appointment 

Please call 02920 707760 

I Station Approach, Penarth, CF64 3EE 

(Free Parking available opposite the shop) 

























Thursday, January 10th, 2013 


www.facebook.com/slumorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 23 



Jo 'Marley' Jenkins 
is back with her 
Mobile Hairdressing 

Operating throughout 
Bridgend and the Vale. 

14 years experience.... 


www.dolphin-stairlifts.co.uk 

shop online or phone for an appointment 

on Freephone 0800 093 2293 
for all your DAILY LIVING AIDS ... 

DOLPHIN 

_ Stairlifts _ 

^ j our reconditioned 
] now with 

A da NO QUIBBLE 
M j 3 year guarantee 

01633 

Unit 12, Crawford Street, Newport 
Email: info@ .co.uk www..co.uk 


Pilates’ course 
for beginners 

A NEW begin¬ 
ners Pilates 
course starts 
at 7.15pm on 
Friday, January 18, 
at St Nicholas Hall, 

Barry. 

Classes are led by 
qualified Pilates teacher 
Sharon Sylvester and are 
small and friendly, with 
a maximum of 12 
places. 

Pilates is a gentle 
form of exercise for the 
whole body, combining 
strength with flexibility, 
suppleness and better 


posture. 

Sharon is a registered 
osteopath, working in 
Barry with people with 
all sorts of musculo 
skeletal pain, from 
minor sports injuries and 
bad backs to arthritic 
aches and pains. 

New for 2013 is the 
Back Care Course, using 
clinical Pilates to help 
with back, neck, shoul¬ 
der and hip problems. 

To join for for more 
information, contact 
Sharon on 07830 
385606 or see www.bar- 
rypilates.co.uk 


Romilly Osteopathy & Pilates Clinic 

Pilates Classes 

Monday 9.15am, Friday 6pm 
At St Nicholas Hall, Barry 


New Beginners Course 

Starts 18 Jan, Friday 7.15pm 


Sharon - 07830 08560 

www.barrypilates.co.uk 


Use Momentum 
to stop smoking! 


W HAT are 
your 

unwanted 
habits costing you? 
At a time of wage 
freezes, yet con¬ 
stantly rising 
prices, it makes 
sense to economise 
wisely. 

Take smoking - say 
you smoke 20 a day at 
£6.50 per pack - by 
quitting, each week you 
could save enough for 
one pair of designer 
jeans or dress; or each 
month, a family trip to a 
theme park. 


Momentum Coaching 

Improve your life... make quick and lasting changes 

■ Kevin Arnold NLP Practitioner 

I Face To Face • Skype • Phone 

• STOP Smoking 6 Work/Life BALANCE 

• STOP Stressing Out CONFIDENCE Building 
• STOP Unwanted Habits • BETTER Relationships 

T: 07766 018831 
E: momentum-coaching@hotmail.co.uk 
W: momentum-coaching.co.uk 

3 Sessions for Price of 2 - Quote ‘GEM’ 


Helping you get 
around the house 


D 1 

K; 


ECLINER 
chairs, 

^wheelchairs, 
scooters, bath 
lifters, walking 
sticks, daily living 
aids... 

Dolphin Independent 
Living has its range on 
show at its mobility 
showroom. 

During the past 10 
years, Dolphin Lifts 
(South Wales) Ltd has 
gained a strong client 
base through reliable, 
friendly service and 
experienced engineers. 

One of south 


The showroom is a 
natural progression for 
Dolphin, giving the 
opportunity to provide 
the public with daily 
living aids, from 
kitchen utensils to 
scooters, all with the 
service you would 
expect from us. 

If you have any 
questions, would like to 
receive a brochure, or 
book an appointment, 
call our freephone 
number 0800 093 
2293; or contact 
j. pearce @ dolphinlifts. c 
o.uk 


HAPPY NEW 
YEAR FROM 
COAST 
HAIR STUDIO 


0 


Wales’ biggest 
independent 
health shops 


I HE trouble 
with New 
Year’s 
Resolutions is that 
they have to last us 
a year - so we 
make them big... 

And that is too much 
for us to achieve in 
January, so we lose 
heart and give up. 

Let us make just a 
New Month’s resolution 
- or, even better, a New 
Week’s resolution, one 


Each year - 39 
Premier League football 
tickets, or a two-week 
Caribbean cmise for 
two! 

“I can help you quit,” 
says Kevin Arnold 
adding: “You need to be 
ready to change and play 
your part in that 
change.” 

Special offer: three 
sessions for the price of 
two - quote: ‘The 
GEM’. 

For more information, 
see www. momentum¬ 
coaching.co.uk or call 
01446 795315 or 07766 
018831. 



Providing 
advice 
and quality 
products for 
your health... 

• Organic Foods • Vitamins & Supplements 

• Natural Baby Care • Sports Supplements 

• Natural Skincare • Natural Products 

• Organic Home Care • Healthy Snacks 


One of South Wales’ biggest 
independent health shops 


Call in for free, professional advice... 

4, The Precinct, Llantwit Major 
01446 795 121 


www.healthconscious.org.uk 



T Coast Hair 
Studio, we 
are focused 
on combining the 
whole package. 

Stacey and her team 
take great pride in 
looking after each and 
every client from the 
moment they enter the 
salon. 

Enjoy the relaxing 
atmosphere, while 
your professional styl¬ 
ist makes you feel 
great and look fantas¬ 


tic with a hairstyle tai¬ 
lor made to suit you. 

Whether it’s cutting, 
colouring, styling, or 
extending, gorgeous 
hair makes us feel 
amazing! 

We offer free con¬ 
sultations, professional 
advise and aftercare. 

So, why not start the 
New Year with a visit 
to Coast Hair Studio? 


Cut & Blow Dry £20 

Colours/Highlights 
range from £40-50 

Please call Jo on 

07980 634935 


Empower your 
lives naturally... 

V 


ICKY 
PAYTON is 
passionate 
about helping you 
to improve your life 
and health by offer¬ 
ing holistic thera¬ 
pies which can put 
you into deep relax¬ 
ation, allowing your 
body to heal itself. 

Whether you want to 
lose some weight, 
improve your relation¬ 
ships, kick bad habits, or 
need some enthusiasm 


and motivation to 
achieve your goals, she 
can help, using a combi¬ 
nation of traditional ther¬ 
apies i.e. massage, 
reflexology, aromathera¬ 
py, and also ‘Human 
Needs Psychology’. 

Vicky explained: “I 
work intuitively so that 
often one treatment will 
evolve into another to 
suit your needs. 

“It is my desire to 
serve and educate peo¬ 
ple to ‘thrive’naturally. ” 


COAST 

HAIR STUDIO 


2043 


that can easily be 
achieved. 

So what is it that you 
can do to improve your 
health this week? 

Cut out just one treat? 

Eat one extra piece of 
fruit? 

Join just one class? 

If you need some help 
and support, visit Health 
Conscious and talk to 
Nicky, who can offer fit¬ 
ness classes, healthy 
foods and diet supple¬ 
ments. 


• Halo Hair 
Extensions 

• Cutting edge 
hairdressing 

• Redken colours 
& retail products 

. • Bridal Hair 

Tel: 01656 880724 

Ewenny Road, ST. BRIDES MAJOR CF32 OSB 

n www.coasthairstudio.co.uk f 



\ 



Victoria Payton M.F.H.T. 

Thrive Therapy 
& Coaching 

Encouraging, empowering, 
educating, improving life naturally! 


With a little help you can achieve your goals... 

Reflexology • Aromatherapy 
• Massage Therapies • G5 & Cellulite Mobilisation 
• Diet & Nutritional Advice 

To grow a great new life, call Vicky now on: 

07792 103 669 

The Healing Cabin at Ewenny Garden Centre, CF35 5AD 


Relief from coughs is now 
at hand - with ‘Hactos’ 




COUCH 

MIXTURE 


HACTOS 

COUGH 

MIXTURE 

Now available through 
selected pharmacies & 
retail outlets . 

Far further information 
regarding stockists , 
please contact: 

HUBERT AX. THOMAS A CO. 
BURRY PORT, 

C ARM \K I HI NSHIRI SAM OTB 

Telephone: 

01554 835512 

tru Om4U22t2 

IimiI i Uu rrRp m ^WwiiUmi 


W E are now 
well into the 
winter 

months. However, 
this period is also 
invariably the height 
of the coughs and 
colds season. 

Hactos Cough 
Mixture is a traditional 
herbal remedy and is 
licensed for the sympto¬ 
matic relief of coughs, 
cold and catarrh. 

The HAC Thomas & 
Company, which is 
responsible for market¬ 
ing Hactos, is currently 
managed by pharmacist 
Fiona Thomas. 

Fiona explained: 
“Hactos has always been 
a popular remedy here in 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
and the surrounding 
areas.” 

“Our product is 
stocked by many local 
pharmacies and various 
retail outlets.” 

To find out more, 
please visit their website 
www. hactos. co.uk. 


True Relax, a way to beat stress 


M ake 2013 a 

stress-free year 
with True Relax! 
Do you dream of having a 
full refreshing night’s sleep 
every night? 

Do you want to beat anxiety 
whilst improving your mood, 
increasing your concentration 


levels and memory? 

True Relax was set up by 
Llantwit Major-based Debbie 
Wildi who, herself beat crippling 
panic attacks, insomnia and 
depression, by using her tech¬ 
niques based on meditation and 
psychology. 

They are now taught all over 
Wales by Debbie and her col¬ 
leagues in weekly classes and 


one-to-one sessions. 

Kick stress to the kerb and join 
hundreds of others who are reap¬ 
ing the benefits of these award¬ 
winning classes... 

For information on True Relax, 
Mini Relax for children, or Teen 
Relax for teens, contact Debbie 
on 07542286349, debbie@truere- 
lax.co.uk or see 
www. true relax, co. uk 
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'Clean up your dog’s mess’ 


L IKE Mr Evans 
of the Barry 
First Group, I 
have had enough of 
irresponsible dog 
owners who leave 
their dog excrement 
on public footpaths. 


This practice is totally 
unacceptable and must 
come to a stop. I live on 
Rhoose Point and am 
sick of dodging dogs’ 
mess when I am out and 
about with my baby in 
his buggy - both on the 
beautiful coastal foot- 


HAZARDS FROM 
DOGS, TOO!’ 


I N response to 
GEM letter 
writers Mr 
Stone and Mr 
Powell - firstly, I 
would like to say 
how sorry I am that 
their dogs came 
across fish hooks 
and lines. 

As a pet lover and 
fisherman myself, I can 
honestly say that even an 
irresponsible fisherman 
would not leave these 
lines and bottom ends 
behind on purpose as 
they cost around £3-£5 
to make. 

The irresponsible fish¬ 
ermen are the ones who 
leave their rubbish 
behind. Around 70 per 
cent of the fishermen 
who fish around this 
area belong to fishing 
clubs - for example, Sea 
View Lads Angling 
Club, Dow Coming and 
the Lead Heads. 

I’d like to add that 
these clubs have a very 
serious policy to ensure 
that we remove all our 
mbbish, which as fisher¬ 
men, we take very seri¬ 
ously. 


However, there are a 
select few that let us 
down. I feel this is the 
case with some dog 
owners. 

The majority of peo¬ 
ple clean up after their 
dogs, but just as a few 
let the team down for 
fishermen, it’s the same 
with dog owners. The 
irresponsible dog owners 
are the types that don’t 
pick up their dog mess! 

Some of them bung 
the bags of mess on to 
tree branches, on to 
benches and even on to 
cafe tables after they 
have had their coffees! 

As fishermen sitting 
on your tackle boxes 
watching your rod or 
bringing your line in, 
you turn around and see 
a dog doing its business 
on your mcksack, cloth¬ 
ing or pinching your 
bait. 

When you tell the dog 
off, you get abuse from 
the owner. 

I am not trying to 
have a go at the dog 
walkers/owners - I’m 
just trying to put the 
fisherman’s point across. 
John Jones (SLAC) 
Barry 


paths and within Rhoose 
village itself. 

I have lost count of 
the amount of times I 
have had to disinfect the 
buggy’s wheels and 
clean my shoes after 
inadvertently stepping in 
this foul waste. 

If people are not pre¬ 
pared to pick up their 
dog’s mess, they should¬ 
n’t be allowed to keep a 
dog as a pet. It’s not one 
of the more pleasant 
aspects of pet keeping, 
but the absolute respon¬ 
sibility of the dog 
owner/walker to clean 
up after their animal. 

Please don’t think we 
walkers don’t notice 
when you allow your 
dogs to defecate in the 
grass verges and think 
no-one has seen it and, 
therefore, you do not 
need to pick it up and 


walk away. 

You do; you are being 
incredibly selfish by not 
picking this up, dogs’ 
mess harbours all sorts 
of horrible diseases and 
bacteria, such as tape¬ 
worms; salmonellosis; 
cryptosporidiosis; 
campylobacteriosis - all 
of which could prove 
fatal to young children, 
who could potentially 
trip and fall in the mess 
you leave behind you. 

Perhaps the reintro¬ 
duction of a dog licence 
would help with the 
penalty of having your 
beloved dog being taken 
from you and rehomed if 
you persist in failing to 
clean up after it - as you 
are clearly incapable of 
looking after it properly. 
Mrs Biddle, 

Rhoose. 


'The BBC has lost its way" - says reader 


1 WAS vaguely hopeful, 
when we were told that 
a complete review of 
the management of the 
BBC was to take place, 
that the deplorable ‘dumb¬ 
ing down’ policies of the 
BBC, of the last 30 years, 
from its original high stan¬ 
dards, widely respected 
across the world, might 
possibly be reversed. 

But my hopes have been 
dashed: the BBC continues to 
operate in imitation of commer¬ 
cial TV, with the world news dis¬ 
torted by celebrities, the sneering 
Paxman, or the clownish Andrew 
Neil, each on a £1 million pa 
salary. 

If I want to hear an unbiased 


and truthful account of what is 
happening in the world, which 
once the BBC uniquely provided, 
I must now turn to A1 Jazeera. 

I am very surprised to have to 
acknowledge such high standards, 
from a source where I was earlier 
prejudiced. 

But the cancer at the heart of 
the BBC was most obviously dis¬ 
played, when Lord Patten, chair¬ 
man of the Trust, hotly rejected 
and dismissed the criticism of a 
House of Commons committee, 
that Mr Entwhistle had been vast¬ 
ly overpaid when he resigned, as 
being unjustified - because he 
pointed out that Entwhistle’s con¬ 
tract declared he must get two 
years’ salary, if he was sacked. 

It was cheaper if Entwhistle 
resigned. 

What a laughable defence to 


offer, as evidence of Patten’s 
competence. Who in their right 
mind believes that it is efficient 
management to draw up such a 
contract, where, if I am shown to 
be so bad at my job that you are 
forced to get rid of me, you must 
pay me a sum equal to the 
rewards for two years’ hard, suc¬ 
cessful work? 

The contract itself condemns 
Patten’s view of efficiency: the 
fact that he seeks to use it as a 
proof of his wise stewardship, is 
evidence of his lack of under¬ 
standing. 

But the thinking behind such a 
ludicrous document, also suggests 
a deeper malaise at the top of the 
BBC. 

Neville Westerman, 

Brynna. 


DOGS’ MESS: ‘fine the owners’ Campaign reunion visit to Egypt 


1 SPEND money and not 
inconsiderable effort main¬ 
taining my Cowbridge 
lawn and often passers-by 
remark on its good condition. 

Last year, I wrote to The GEM 
complaining about the number of 
occasions that I had to clear up dog 
poo before I could mow the grass. 

Dog deposits have now started 
appearing. Some cretinous dog owner 
has allowed his/her dog to foul my 
lawn again. The dog must have been 
off the lead because the large deposit 
is about eight yards from the pave¬ 
ment. 

I cannot believe this happened dur¬ 
ing daylight hours, because of the 
number of people using Town Mill 
Road and the fact that the area is 


overlooked by Southways staff and 
residents. 

Most dog owners walking along 
Town Mill Road have their dogs on a 
lead and so the few who allow their 
dogs to walk without a lead are the 
exception. 

As far as I am concerned, the 
offending dog owner is nothing more 
than a social outcast. 

I know that dog owners in Barry 
and Penarth have been penalised when 
their dogs have fouled public places. 
Perhaps Cowbridge needs the agency 
employed by the Vale Council to have 
a presence here to fine offenders. 

It would also deter offenders if 
their names and addresses could be 
printed in the local press so that 
neighbours could identify offenders. 
LD Thomas, Cowbridge 


A SUEZ Canal Zone - 
Cairo - campaign 
reunion visit will take 
place on May 16-24. 

I organise return visits back to the 
Egyptian Canal Zone, where I also 
served in the 1950s, along with thou¬ 
sands of other personnel. 

I know that many service people 
who live in your circulation area were 
stationed there during the troubled 
times of the 1950s. 

Many of our service personnel died 
and are buried in the cemeteries that 
we visit; Ismailia, Fayid, Moascar, 
Tel-el-kebir. 

I will take photos of any friends or 
loved one’s graves, if any of your 
readers would like me to (complimen¬ 
tary). 


Also, if any of your readers would 
like to join us on our next group,I still 
have a few places left. 

We will be visiting Cairo and stay¬ 
ing at a hotel in Ismailia overlooking 
Lake Timsa and visiting other places 
in the Canal Zone. 

I am limited to 30 places on this 
reunion visit, due to the fact it is still 
a military restricted area - spouses are 
welcome. 

Alf Avison, 

Middle East Land Forces Association, 
PO Box 99, 

Spalding, 

Lincolnshire. 

PEU 9NS 

Telephone 07814 832441; email alfav- 
ison @ talktalk. net. 



Is your kitchen lookingunwell? 

ca//t/e Door Doctor/ 

A family business with vast experience in the 
replacement door and worktop market. 

Everything you require from the 
- , doors, to worktops and new 

appjjances and sinks. 


DT” New Ideas? ^ 
NewYear! 4 
^ Time for a < 
Z NEW LOOK KITCHEN! 

' Call now for an * 
JrVfy inspirational ^ 
K-# Free Quote w 


^_ 


DOOR 1 
DOCTOR D 

45 ’fSMESS, 3ESSC0ST 


Tkc O&crr OotAxrr 

01446 688018 
01656 360027 

wvrw.d0vr-tiotAv1r.co.uk. 
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TOYOTA 
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lUWV 


TRUE 




On AVGO Fire 
and Yaris Edition. 

A tsc * va J at) le g ri <Vj rts. 
‘Jcrto 2nd (bjtntk 


0% APR 


aiAARAMTV 


foarrange contact ujnn the ddiM; Oclou 


Toyota World (Bridgend) 

Tondu Road, Bridgend 


Td: 01656 858 354 
ususwToyotaworld.toyota.co.uk 
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OXB Windows... Simply the Best 


Customers vote MPN best in Wales! 


Six-times World Snooker 


Champion presents award 

The family-run window and conservatory company 
that has showrooms in Cardiff. Swansea. Neath. Port 


Talbot, Bridgend and Aberdare - has been voted best 


in Wales in a national consumer survey. 


The result was calculated from theCustomer 


Satisfaction returns of nearly 16,000 households 


across Britain and Ireland - every single customer 


of every member company for the whole year, with 


the award being presented by snooker legend 
Steve Davis at Network VEKA’s AGM in Cheshire. 


Six times World Champion, Steve, who is also the 


Brand Ambassador for Network VEKA, told the MPN 
team, “All Network VEKA members maintain incredi 
bly high standards, so you really are competing 
against the best of the best. Congratulations.’ 


MPN’s Paul Webster collected the trophy and said of 


the win: Our reputation is very important to us and 


we are extremely committed to customer service. 


It s great to be recognised for all our hard work. 


In our photograph, Steve Davis presents the trophy 


to Paul and Melanie Webster and Paul and Hannah 


Glastonbury. 


MPN Windows, your local Network VEKA 
member is recommended by Steve Davis 


Wcwill beat any written quote like for like! 

0 ^ Finance Available / Buy Now, Pay Next Year 


STtC A. OHU 

m>ELl£0 FRONT DOORS L’4W 
I? OROEKD BY FEBRUARY 


ymkoc'a k ooc« tirnt <€tvicf 
AVAAAflLUDAYSAUUK 
s ihdovys i i r u DilOM t i <ms 
DOORS ilTTtb FR0A4 £450 
PUNCH DOCKS’ FROM 1795 ’ 

i at 

i i 


n windows* noons 

Qj* f Ull REPAJRSHtVKfc iWAILABU 
(T^ fRUVCKTlt ALBINOS 

[j u»nr range or styles*, hnwies 

E 10 -YFAR PFACT Of* MINJD GUARANTEE 


FREE 
QUOTES! 


♦ 

y NO 
DEPOSITS! 


Avwd Wirw»*$ 
F#*ily OwtieN 

a 0u*ir»t»» 

’ " * «inr» 1t*»4l 


REPAIR SERVICE 


Available 24/7 


Call 07976 640959 


Free Conservatory 
Design Service Available 

We supply & fit Fasd&s, 
Gutters & Downpipes 


FREE ONUNE QUOTES 

www.mpnwindows.com 

■ liRjnffwnm 07976 640959 


Bridgend 01656 648464 
Cardiff 02920 508770 

Email: mpnwindows@aol.com 
Opening Hours 9am to 9pm 7 days a week 


ig 


»ourw3rorn 


Amazing Offer! 

Mm your vee vertical olmds with every full house 
of windows and doors or conservatory fitted! 


O 

FINANCE 


v 


PAY NO VAT! 




FENSA 


M.P.N 


jOUSt LDLiERii i : S 


EVERYTHING! 

ONLY IN JANUARY 

TEL: 01446 439212 

for the Vale 

10A Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF31 3HL 
Unit 2, Leckwith Road, Cardiff CF118AP 
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Air Force 
cadets show 
off their 
markmanship 



THE SHARP SHOOTERS. 


CADETS from 
2300 (St Athan) Air 
Training Corps 
recently displayed 
their markmanship 
at MoD St Athan. 

They were joined by 
cadets from Pontyclun, 
Treorchy, Aberdare, 
Pontypridd and 
Aberdare. 

The cadets fired two 
rifles, as well as tack¬ 
ling weapon handling 
tests and marksman¬ 
ship award badges. 

The 2300 Squadron, 
representatives were 
Corporals Hannah and 
James Gaskin, and 
Cadets Tom Davey, 

Ben Chester, Elbe 
Bown, Owen Kendrick 
and Cameron Sleeth. 

There was also a 
chance for the cadets to 
take part in the Battle 
of Britain Small Bore 
Competition Shoot. 
Each squadron entered 
a team of four cadets 
who shot a .22 calibre 
target rifle. 

Congratulations to 
St Athan, who in the 
first round of the shoot 
came eighth out the 
entire Air Training 
Corps! Ben Chester 
and Hannah Gaskin 


scored 87/100, James 
Gaskin scored 81/100 
and Tom Davey scored 
76/100, for a total of 
331/400! 

This is an outstand¬ 
ing achievement, and 
the team look forward 
to competing in the sec¬ 
ond round after 
Christmas. 

2300 St. Athan wish¬ 
es everyone a Happy 
New Year! 

EXPAND YOUR 
HORIZONS 

2300 St Athan 
Squadron is currently 
recruiting, and if you 
fancy doing flying, 
gliding, shooting, 
sports, adventure train¬ 
ing, DofE and much 
more, contact the 
squadron on 01446 
798684. Parade nights 
are Mondays and 
Wednesdays, 7pm- 
9.30pm; all between 
13-18 are welcome! 

We have all of the 
facilities on the MoD 
base, including a flight 
simulator, accommoda¬ 
tion, rifle range, a run¬ 
way and gyms. 

Contact Flight 
Lieutenant David 
Bentley-Miller at 
oc.2300@aircadets.org 
for more information. 


Lions Clubs look 
forward to bigger 
and better 2013... 


COMMENTING on a 
New Year report by 
Wing-Kun Tam, chair¬ 
person, of Lions Clubs 
International 
Foundation, setting 
out charity work 
undertaken in 2012 by 
the foundation, local 
District Governor 
105W Lion Harry 
Smith said: 

“It is always inter¬ 
esting to learn what 
we as Lions through¬ 
out the world can 
achieve when we work 
together for the bene¬ 
fit of others. 

“ I believe that we 
can be justifiably 
proud of the results. 


“However, similar 
success is being 
achieved in smaller 
ways by individual 
Lions’ clubs through¬ 
out the British Isles, 
on almost a weekly 
basis. 

“My hope for the 
remainder of the year, 
is to attract new mem¬ 
bership into Lions - to 
enable us to achieve 
even greater things. 

“On behalf of all of 
the clubs in District 
105W, I thank the 
communities that they 
serve for the sterling 
support they give to 
our work.” 


The Glamorgan GEM 
is now on Twitter and 
Facehook. 

Follow us (o gem news, 
or find us at: 
facehook.com/gemnews 


Computer club learns that making 
predictions is a perilous business! 


YOU may have 
seen in the press a 
few predictions 
about what the 
future will bring: 
Some forecasters 
are bright and have 
good ideas, but as 


far as computing is 
concerned, there 
have been some 
spectacularly wide 
of the mark. 

In 1943, T J Watson, 
president of IBM was 
reputed to have said: “I 
think there is a world 


Air Ambulance 
raffle deadline 

HELICOPTER 
charity Wales Air 
Ambulance, is call¬ 
ing for supporters to 
return their £1 raffle 
tickets - for a chance 
to win cash prizes in 
the annual winter 
raffle. 

The closing date for 
tickets to be returned is 
January 14, and the draw 
will take place on 
January 18. There are 


three cash prizes 
totalling £6,000 to be 
won, with money raised 
going directly into help¬ 
ing to keep the charity’s 
three air ambulances fly¬ 
ing. 

All money, counter¬ 
foils and unsold tickets 
should be returned to: 
FREEPOST NAT20730, 
Wales Air Ambulance, 
Swansea. SA7 9ZB. 


market for maybe five 
computers.” 

At that time, the 
building of Colossus at 
Bletchley Park was 
highly secret and for 
years, computers were 
so costly as to need a 
national budget, and so 
large that people walked 
round inside them. 

In 1949, Jon von 
Neumann thought that 
the limit of what com¬ 
puters could do had been 
reached. Although he 
had developed the basic 
design of computers that 
is still in use today, he 
could not envision the 
possibilities. 

He had sense enough 
to note the possibility 
that he could look a bit 
silly in a few years time. 

In 1949, computers 
could weigh over 20 
tons. Popular Mechanics 
foresaw that this could 
be reduced, and suggest¬ 


ed that in future they 
would weigh well under 
two tons. They were 
right, but way out 
because some now fit 
into a small briefcase. 

In 1962, Dennis 
Gabor, who won the 
Nobel Prize for the 
invention of the holo¬ 
gram, recognised that 
the transmission of doc¬ 
uments by telephone 
was possible. However, 
he also thought that the 
process would be so 
expensive that it would 
never be a practical 
proposition. 

As late as 1977, the 
founder of the Digital 
Equipment Corporation 
(DEC) publicly thought: 
“There is no reason for 
any individual to have a 
computer in his home.” 
(What he thought about 
a woman owning one is 
not recorded.) 

When personal com¬ 


puters became available, 
no-one realised what 
they would be called on 
to do. When Bill Gates 
of Microsoft released his 
Disk Operating System 
(DOS), he thought that 
640kB of memory 
“should be enough for 
anyone.” Modest com¬ 
puters these days use 
about 10,000 times that 
amount. 

It might surprise you 
to learn that the most 
accurate prediction was 
one that wasn’t made at 
all: The transistor 

arrived to displace 
valves commercially in 
1956 and was incorpo¬ 
rated into computer 
chips. 

In 1965, Gordon 
Moore (founder of Intel) 
noticed that the number 
of transistors built into 
an integrated circuit on 
the chip had doubled 
about every two years. 


He merely mentioned 
the trend in a talk he 
gave. When it continued 
to hold true it became 
known as Moore’s Law. 

It has been predicted 
to reach its limit several 
times, but each time a 
new development has 
enabled it to hold true 
for over 50 years. 

It is currently expect¬ 
ed to hit the buffers 
around 2020, but seven 
years from now, who 
knows? It might contin¬ 
ue to hold true. IBM 
tech, people speculate 
that a supercomputer 
will eventually be 
reduced to the size of a 
sugar cube. 

Our next meeting is 
on January 22 at All 
Saints Lesser Hall, 
Victoria Square, 

(7.30pm), topic to be 
decided. See penarth 
computerclub. co. uk. 

Howard Desmond 


New Way 

Solar 

Energy 





Fuel costs rise again - they will only ever go up! 

Solar PV installations have reduced in price along with cuts to the Feed in 
Tariff so the figures still add up. 

Our systems start from £2999.00 for a 1.5 Kilowatt system. 

A 4 Kilowatt system starts from £4999.00 and can save up to 50% on 
electricity bills plus £650.00 per annum from the Feed in tariff for 20 years 
tax free. 

Some of our customers are saving on gas bills by heating their water with 
an electric emersion heater. 

Make savings by heating your hot tub or swimming pool from solar panels. 

If you are thinking about Solar PV and would like advice or more 
information contact us. 

Finance available (terms and conditions apply). 


Phone Colin on 07973524858 or Kevin on 07989358966 
viseoor vnwvnewwaysolarenergy.com 
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ALL SM I ES AS PORTHi AWL OFFER! 
CHRISTMAS WELCOME TO SWIMMERS 




i 


*2 


Mary Eminent-Lewis (centre) with Linda Fletcher (left) and Ruth Birch (right) 
from the Porthcawl Royal British Legion. 


Dave King and his Porthcawl firefighters try to drag Keith 
E Morgan from his sick bed to come along to the swim! 


ABOVE: Porthcawl Town Mayor Coun Alana Davies and consort 
Coun Brian Davies with Coun Christina Rees (left). 


PORTHCAWL’S Christmas morning 
swim these days has many rituals associ¬ 
ated with it these days. 

There are weird and wonderful fancy dress 
outfits and, at the other extreme, skimpy cos¬ 
tumes (male and female!). 

Also, the events attracts photographers keen 
to capture an arresting image and, as GEM 
photographer Keith E Morgan was indisposed, 
Mary Emment Lewis took charge of his cam¬ 
era and took the photographs on this page 
(apart from the one she is in!) 

f Pictures by MARY 1) 
EMMENT LEWIS 
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KENFIG HILL RUGBY 
ROUND-UP 

Stunning 
Cup win for 
the youth 


Bryncethin 
youth come 
away with win 


Porthcawl RFC 
start new year 
with a bang! 



ABOVE: Ollie Jones makes a pass. 
PICTURES BY TRACEY WILLIAMS 


KENFIG 
HILL/CORNELLY 
youth played the 
highly rated 

Narberth in this re¬ 
arranged Welsh 
Youth Cup fixture. 

They played some 
scintillating rugby, 
emerging victorious 56- 
0. 

Kristian Stenner led 
the way with three well 
taken tries, Aaron 
Grabham scored two 
tries and there were also 
tries for Mike Kennedy, 
captain Kyle Davies, 
and Lee Arrowsmith; 
Lloyd Bradley put over 
five conversions and 
two penalties. 

Tom Lodwig was 
named as man of the 
match with props Lee 
Williams and Gerwin 
Stone having outstand¬ 
ing games. Lee 

Arrowsmith played well 
in the back row and cap¬ 
tain Kyle Davies had a 
good game, with 
Kristian Stenner and 
Aaron Grabham the pick 
of the backs. 

Coach Ben John said 
the team was a bit rusty 
to start after the 
enforced lay off due to 
the bad weather but once 
they warmed up they 
played some stunning 
rugby. 

GOS 

UNDER-15s’ 
FRIENDLY WIN 
Following the 

Christmas break a 
rusty Kenfig Hill 
under-15s team took 
on Pontardawe in this 
away friendly 

encounter and came 
away with a 19-0 win. 

A very scrappy first 
half, with numerous 
stoppages for infringe¬ 
ments, saw both teams 
for the majority of it 
cancel each other out. 
The deadlock was final¬ 
ly broken following the 


On Sunday, Tondu 
under-13s had their 
first game since 
Christmas, and 
entertained 
Porthcawl under- 
13s at Pandy Park. 

Porthcawl were first 
to score an unconverted 
try, but Tondu attacked 
right from the drop out 
and moved the ball 
between forwards and 
backs with some really 
slick passing and slight 
of hand and kept the ball 
in play for long periods 
and managed to put C. 


award of a scrum near to 
the Pontardawe line. 

Kenfig number 8 
Nathan Jones picked up 
at the base of the scrum 
trying his luck down the 
blind side but was 
quickly brought down. 
Good rucking by the rest 
of the forwards ensured 
clean ball for scrum half 
Connor Tantum to feed 
the back line. 

The ball was swiftly 
moved to outside centre 
Sam Young who show¬ 
ing his trademark 
aggression shrugged off 
the first tackier and 
despite the best efforts 
of two further tacklers 
managed to touch down 
for the opening score. 

The second half 
brought about a few 
changes in the Kenfig 
Hill line up and with it 
improved fortunes. The 
Kenfig backline started 
to put some good moves 
together and the addition 
of right wing Scott 
Hodgeson added a fur¬ 
ther attacking dimen¬ 
sion. 

Following a few good 
Mules half chances 
being created, midway 
through the second half 
Kenfig scored their sec¬ 
ond try. 

A neat chip from 
Young towards the right 
hand side touchline 
allowed Hodgeson to 
run onto the ball and 
beating the Pontardawe 
full back to it, kicked it 
on towards the try line. 

A friendly bounce of 
the ball popped it into 
Hodgeson’s arms and 
gave him a straightfor¬ 
ward run in under the 
posts. The try was duly 
converted by Tantum. 

While Pontardawe 
never gave up or let their 
heads drop they never 
really troubled the 
Kenfig line after this. A 
knock on in the 
Pontardawe midfield 
meant the ball went to 


Gibson in out wide. 

Tondu were caught 
cold at the start of the 
second half and allowed 
Porthcawl to score a cou¬ 
ple of tries, but they did¬ 
n't drop their heads and 
kept moving the ball 
wide only to be denied 
by a resolute Porthcawl 
defence. 

Mention has to be 
made of the improve¬ 
ment in the tackling from 
the last game, but they 
must keep it going, and 
support the ball carrier. 

Final score Tondu 5, 
Porthcawl 29. 


ground and allowed 
Hodgeson once again to 
kick through. 

With no one on either 
side able or trying hard 
to pick it up, the ball ric¬ 
ocheted off numerous 
boots with Hodgeson 
finally providing the 
most accurate ‘pass’ 
over the try line where 
he once again touched 
down under the posts. 

With this score once 
again converted it meant 
Kenfig had deservedly 
won the game scoring 
19 unanswered points. 

A much improved 
second half performance 
from Kenfig made up 
for an unsurprising slow 
start. The team as a 
whole defended well 
when necessary and the 
forwards, while under 
pressure, at times in the 
scrum stuck to their task 
well. 

Special mention to 
Lewis Rees playing in 
the front row who made 
a number of attacking 
breaks showing a 
tremendous turn of pace 
and evasive quality in 
his running. 

In a close decision for 
man of the match it was 
finally awarded to Scott 
Hodgeson, who, after 
only coming on at half 
time, looked dangerous 
and took his two tries 
well. 

JC 

Bridgend 

Bridge 

Club 

RECENT results 
for Bridgend Bridge 
Club were as fol¬ 
lows: 

November 28 - First, 
Vida Halford and Glyn 
Williams; second, 
Marjorie Morris and 
Linda Pinnock; third, 
Barrie Waite and David 
Newman. 

In addition to the regu¬ 
lar club nights on 
Wednesday and Friday 
evenings at 7pm at 
Nolton Church Hall, 
there are lessons on 
Fridays, also at Nolton 
Church Hall, with 
Graham Jones. 

All welcome, to regis¬ 
ter an interest, please 
contact Graham Jones 
(01446 775952), Steve 
Burgoyne (01656 

6661968) or David 
Newman (01656 

646789). 

On Thursdays at 
Nolton Church Hall in 
January, there are friend¬ 
ly sessions for those who 
would like to try 
Duplicate Bridge. For 
further details, contact 
David Newman or Steve 
Burgoyne. 


BRYNCETHIN 
youth entertained 
Ynysybwl in a hard 
fought friendly 
between two evenly 
matched sides and 
emerged victorious 
by 17-5. 

The whole match was 
played with high intensi¬ 
ty and both sets of play¬ 
ers attacked at every 
opportunity. 

Ynysybwl started the 
more spritely of the two 
sides and from the kick 
off camped themselves 
in the Bryncethin 22; 
despite a number of 
attempts to cross the 
whitewash Bryncethin 
held strong until 
Ynysybwl were awarded 
a penalty. 

They opted to kick for 
touch, from the resulting 
lineout they started a 
rolling maul and their 
flanker was able to dive 
over in the comer; the 
conversion drifted wide. 

From the restart 
Ynysybwl gathered the 
ball and again camped 
themselves in the 
Bryncethin 22, but some 
excellent defensive work 
by Bryncethin kept them 
at bay until they were 
able to steal the ball at a 
break down and clear 
their lines. 

Both teams had 
chances in the rest of the 
half but some excellent 
tackling and the slippery 
conditions thwarted the 
attempts of both teams 
until Bryncethin were 
awarded a penalty just 
outside the Ynysybwl 
22 . 

Outside half Paul 
Short kicked the penalty 
and this concluded a pul¬ 
sating first half. 

Bryncethin applied 
pressure from the restart 
and camped themselves 
in the Ynysybwl half. 

They slowly moved 
the ball up the field and 


into the 22, and from a 
scmm near the 5 metre 
line, no. 8 Liam Thomas 
picked up, handed off his 
defender and scored in 
the comer, Short added 
the extra points. 

Both teams attacked 
ferociously but held 
defensively, and 

Ynysybwl were awarded 
a kickable penalty half 
way through the half but 
due to the conditions 
their kicker lost his foot¬ 
ing and the ball sailed 
wide. 

From the drop out 22, 
Ynysybwl kicked the 
ball back into the 
Bryncethin 22, the ball 
was caught by prop Tom 
Lewis who charged at 
the Ynysybwl players. 

When he was eventu¬ 
ally brought down, hook¬ 
er James Harris took up 
the charge, then locks 
Derek Prewett and 
William Thomas carried 
the ball before centre 
Owen Watkin entered the 
line at pace and made his 
way into the Ynysybwl 
22, where Bryncethin 
were awarded a penalty. 

Scmm half Geraint 
Watkin took it quickly 
and offloaded the ball to 
Short who drove towards 
the line. 

He was tackled just 
short of the line but 
Lewis was on hand to 
pick up the ball and dive 
over the line; Short 
added the conversion. 

With time running out 
Ynysybwl mounted one 
last assault, but some 
excellent tackling and 
defensive covering kept 
them at bay, and when 
flanker Connor Law 
stole the ball in a mck, 
Short kicked for touch to 
end the game. 

Tom Lewis was man 
of the match for 
Bryncethin for his all 
round defensive work, 
support play and scrum¬ 
maging. HR 


The Seaweeds 
greeted the first 
match of the new 
year with a thump¬ 
ing 57-8 away victo¬ 
ry over a plucky but 
overawed Ferndale 
side. 

Following weeks of 
inactivity the visitors 
were keen to start with a 
bang and virtually 
straight from the kick-off 
top try scorer Dai James 
found himself scamper¬ 
ing over at the corner for 
a try created by slick 
handling. Aled Davies’ 
conversion made it 0-7 
inside two minutes. 

With the Porthcawl 
pack full of purpose and 
the backs making good 
use of the welter of pos¬ 
session available, the 
first half quickly became 
a procession of tries with 
the bonus points soon 
racking up. 

James got his second 
try and was followed to 
the tryline by Nick 
Nutman, Aled Davies 
himself and Matthew 
Owen, who scored the 
try of the match follow¬ 
ing a brilliant break out 
of defence by Mathew 
Roberts and marvellous 
interplay between the 
backs. 

Davies converted 
every try with a superb 
kicking display, includ¬ 
ing one from right on 
touch. 

Ferndale’s only conso¬ 
lation of the half was a 
penalty by C.Knowles 
for a 3-35 lead to 


Porthcawl, the match 
effectively ended barring 
a complete turnaround in 
the second half. 

Aled Davies opened 
the second spell with a 
good penalty before Dai 
James made it a great 
opening day of the year 
for himself by notching 
up his hat-trick try, again 
improved by Davies for 
3-45. 

Ferndale’s resistance 
kept the scores to a trick¬ 
le as the half went on, 
with the heavy condi¬ 
tions evening up the 
match, yet with 
Porthcawl already home 
and dry. 

For the Seaweeds, 
Davies’ only failure with 
the boot was missing the 
conversion of full-back 


Ollie Jones’ try which 
brought up the half cen¬ 
tury of Porthcawl points 
before the home side 
finally roused some local 
cheers with a corner try 
by T Evans for 8-45 
going into ten final 10 
minutes. 

The final word went to 
Davies as he rounded off 
a virtuoso performance 
of 27 points with his sec¬ 
ond try, which he goaled, 
for a final score of 8-57. 

Coach Blair Driscoll 
will be well pleased with 
going back to the top of 
the table and the visit of 
Rhigos to South Road on 
Saturday offers a further 
opportunity to keep 
ahead of the pack. 

PF 


WIN FOR 
ATHLETIC 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 40 

Director of rugby Pail Yardley was delighted with 
the victory describing the performance as huge 
especially uphill and against the wind second half 
when the team scored 17 points. 

He wants the team to build momentum from this 
win to climb the table. Currently the Athletic are in 
10th place - but only three points behind 8th placed 
Beddau with two games in hand. 

They face a major challenge this Saturday host¬ 
ing league leaders Bargoed, before another home 
game the following week against Pontypool. 

CWMBRAN 1ST XV 10 
BRIDGEND 2ND XV 18 

Without a league fixture Bridgend Athletic 2nd 
XV arranged an away fixture against Cwmbran 
1st XV and they outscored the Division 4 East 
oufit by 4 tries to 1 in a 28-10 victory. 

Athletic try scorers were Dan Apsee, Harry 
Griffith, Gareth Davies and Ben Howe. Apsee con¬ 
verted one try and Tom Cole added two penalties to 
increase his season’s points tally to 111 points. 

Centre Ben Howe and hooker Chris Whitcombe - 
both playing outside their normal positions, were 
the pick of the Athletic backs and forwards. 

AB 


Did you know you 
can read your GEM online? 

bridgend-today. co. uk 


Athletic Youth 
back in action - 
but slip to loss 


AFTER a long layoff due to 
the extreme weather over the 
Christmas period Bridgend 
Athletic youth were delighted 
to welcome Penallta youth to 
Newbridge Fields for the first 
game of 2013. 

Penallta youth came with a reputa¬ 
tion of being an extremely well organ¬ 
ised and successful side playing at the 
top of the Dragons A league. 

This indeed proved to be the case 
and they started the match strongly, 
winning good ball at the scrums and 
lineouts and spreading the ball to their 
talented backs at every opportunity 
despite the sticky conditions under 
foot. 

Only brave Athletic defence kept 
the visitors out on a number of occa¬ 
sion in the first quarter but the pressure 
finally told after some 15 minutes 
when some excellent work from the 
Penallta number 10 put his inside cen¬ 
tre through the gap for their first try. 
The try went unconverted making the 
score 5 - 0 to the visitors. 

The Athletic would not concede 
however and began to take the game 
back to the visitors at every opportuni¬ 
ty, particularly up front where back 
row forwards Rory Thomas, Lloyd 
Wilson and Ellis James were outstand¬ 
ing. 

Penallta youth continued to throw 
the ball about at every opportunity and 
while it was clear their backs were tal¬ 


ented, their second try could only be 
regarded as fortunate when some 
scrambled defence allowed the ball to 
be hacked through for an opportunist 
score. 

The conversion again went wide to 
make the half time score 10 - 0 to the 
visitors. 

The Athletic started the second half 
at a fast pace and began to put real 
pressure on the Penallta pack with one 
rolling maul travelling 30 to 35 metres. 

This proved to be the pattern for 
much of the third quarter with the 
Athletic beginning to win much of the 
possession and territory. 

The pressure finally paid off for the 
Athletic when flanker Lloyd Wilson 
picked up from an attacking ruck and 
sprinted some 20 metres for a well 
deserved try. 

This was converted by Scott Govan 
to bring the score to 10-7 and a game 
was now on. 

The remainder of the game sea 
sawed back and forth from end to end 
but good defence from both sides did 
not allow any further score, the game 
ending at 10-7 to Penallta. 

The game was very tough but 
played in an excellent sprit. While a 
loss for the Athletic it was just what 
they needed with the league season 
restarting next week with an away 
game at Bonymaen to look forward to. 

MF 


Tondu Under- 
13s lose to 
Porthcawl 
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New and existing customers - ring for the latest FREE Sky offers 
Free installation of Sky Dish and Sky Box. Free standard installation. 
Halfprice Broadband for 6 months. Cat V extensions HD over Cat V systems 
installed. Digital aerials supplied and installed at competitive prices. 


Sky repairs, adjustments 
and installations. 

/ C ornw u A ConmertiW 

✓ 24 Mcu* T 
S Ur Morin 

/ MCI Atj&ny+wi v«W4len 


CALL 
PAUL WILLIAMS 


Vale of Glamorgan 
Bridgend 


Is your ariel installer 
Confederation of Aerial Installers 
Certified? Police Checked? 
Using Industry Benchmark Aerials, 
Cables and Accessories? 


01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 


3 for 2 

Buy 3 blinds 
for the price of 2 




www.onevisionltd.co.uk 


This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

| Probably Wales’ Number I for: 

* Blinds 

•Shutters 

•Awnings SOlar 
•Canopies bHodS 


North Road, Bridgend 

Industrial Estate, Bridgend CF31 3TP 

Tel: 01656 663800 

DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 

www.solarsunshades.co.uk 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 

SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 

ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07980 702229 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
J55V COVERING ALL AREAS J™/ 



ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
^_ Barry 01446 743267 



TELE-ELECTRICAL 
SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


The Aerial Man (Barry) 

Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

- Poor Reception Fixed 

■k\ * • OAP Discounts 

Additional TV Points 
Digital Aerial Installations 
^ Free Home Visits 

Freesat Installations www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

01446 439125 or 07818 413451 





Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

“We do it all” 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 


R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing, 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 735376 
or 07920 195775 


MILLENNIUM 
BLINDS WALES 

NEW YEARS SALE 

1/2 BLINDS 15% DISCOUNT - 3/4 BLINDS 20% DISCOUNT 
5/8 BLINDS 25% DISCOUNT 

Rollers/Verts/Romans/Woods/Perfect Fit/Venetian 

www.millenniumblindswales.co.uk 

02920 621111 

Showroom at: 70 Merthyr Road, Whitchurch, Cardiff 


* BLIND SALE! ^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 

Unit 3 &4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly 
CF83 1BQ • www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 




Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 




BUILD 


Extensions • Loft Conversions • Grant Works 
New Builds • Garage Conversions from £3,995 


V 


Email your drawings 
for a quotation. 

info@davembuildtech.co.uk 


j i a mQn d 

Property Services (Wales) 

All electrical work undertaken 
plus a full range of home improvements 
and maintenance services at affordable prices 
with over 25 years experience 
in the building trade. 


Tel. 07980 712 777 ^ 

email: diamondpropertyserviceswales@gmail.com 


it> 


01446 774434 


BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 


PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE 


01446 420784 • 07970 642537 



<rJ 
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GRAB I 




PLANT HIRE LTD 

From creating a Pathway to 
Building a Home, we can provide 



01446 700535 

Covering the whole of the Vale 


www.grabitplanthireltd.co.uk 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

S 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 



CLASSIC BLINDS 

THE VERTICAL BLIND SPECIALISTS 

4 Quality 

Vertical 

Blinds 

for only £1 60 

(Size restrictions may apply) 

• Full range of blinds 
available 

• Vertical blinds 
fitted within 7 days 

• Free fitting and 
measuring service 

• Fantastic customer 
service 

01656 782749 
or 07862 130828 

www.classblinds.co.uk 

'ii)4 


VALE BLINDS 

(Wales) Ltd 


SALE NOW ON 


Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 
Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 
Velux Blinds • Curtain 
Rails/Poles 

Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 
Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 

710304 / 07792 733443 
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x^Excel Sweeps (fH 


All Chimneys swept - Stoves refurbished 
Cowls fitted - Nests removed 
Fully Insured - Guild Certificates issued 


01446 688141 / 07508 839120 

www.excelsweeps.co.uk 







Kitchens • Flooring • Stairs 
Tiling •Maintenance •Patios 
Call Peter 07749 617322 


(fear$ot/A 

&mney£xip i * 

Certified with the 

‘Guild of 
Master Sweeps’ 

Efficient, reliable, no mess. 
Insurance certificates issued. 

Tel. 07890 857238 


guil< 


me @ 
ifmastersweeps 


Chimney 

Sweep 

C.R. Jose 

Est. 1965 

The Original Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 
HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 






OFFER: 2 Carpets Cleaned 
for just £20 

Domestic & Household 
Carpets 'Windows • Patios • Guttering 
• Conservatory Cleaning (inside & out) 


Tel: 07969 039 358 
E-Mail: bizzybeez@live.co.uk 


VALE CARPETS 

*74e (Zanfiet Sdoft 

t/uzt comet to you, 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 



The 

GEM 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 - 

Choose from the co mf ort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


C:(£§K)[pQD , 3©Ci 1 ©©0^3©©© 


The 

GEM 

01446 

774484 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


w.co wbridge -it.co.uk 


HD Computer 
Solutions 


■ All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

■ Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 

or 

07877 558525 


HEATH 

WINDOWS Sc DDDRS 




T: 02920 650 854 
M: 07703 828 002 

www.heathwindowsltd.co.uk 


JANUARY OFFERS 

Established Family Company 
Genuine Offers 
Professional, Reliable Service 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC and Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


window rec UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


USMEMMMBmBMm 

:✓“s' 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering ^ff^Sdmates 

01446 771137 v & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: jdrummondl37@gmail.com 


MS Decorating 

Interior & Exterior 
Free Competitive Quotes 
20 Years Experience 
Professional, Local, Reliable 
Flexible Hours to Suit 
Wall Art/Murals 


07855 539545 


DAISY 

DECORATING 

Female Interior 
Painter & Specialist 
Decorator 

eg Stripes & 

Childrens Rooms 

Phone Joy 
07754 809090 


S.M.Vaughan 

m|b= eii: 

■ Approved Contractu 


ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
ALL ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

• Rewires • Sockets • Lights, etc 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, Ty Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


Cowbridge & Vale Electrical 

6 R.J.B. 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting 


01446 771655 
07885 347642 


-I 


Approved Contractor 


jTiiliil'y 

®®®c? 1 

SQ3E 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


John Clissett’s 

PAINTING & DECORATING 

Interior & Exterior^ 

piUSi F0R FREE EST|MATE 

¥*§*7 01446 750625 
07980 691584 
Award Winning Decorators 


Professional & Affordable 






Garden & Landscaping Services 

| F Award Winning Landscapers & Driveway Installers 


• Block Paved & Resinbond Driveways • 

• Patios • Fencing • Decking • 
Walling • Water Features/Ponds • Turfing • 

www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 

For a FREE quote contact 
Nick: 07790 166480 or 01446 710736 


NH 


Painter & 

* 


Decorator 

Time served, Qualified Professional, 
Fast, Clean and Tidy Worker. 

All Insurance Work Undertaken 

Dulux Pr't 

_ DMrUBn 

www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


01446 772702 or 07505 979078 


* Septic Tank * 
Cesspit Emptying * 
Treatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 







Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
"Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Cali us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

“I— 

Domestic 

1 1 Installer 

1 _ 1 Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail.co.uk 

Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 

W 

■ oomcsTic 

INSTALLER \Z1 J 

Davcm 

ELECTRICIAN 

All electrical work undertaken 
Testing & Inspection 

INST 

ELECTRI 

Commercial 

* All electrical w 

* Fuse Board Re 

* Repairs 

* Installations 

* Fault Finding 

* Maintenance 

\LL^ 

CAL 

& Domestic 
ork undertaken 
placement 

FREE VISUAL 
ELECTRICAL 
SAFETY 
INSPECTION 
AVAILABLE 

FOR HOMES 
& BUSINESSES 

FREE SURVEY 
AVAILABLE 

01446 733773 * 
07816 091425 - 

V7T- 

■era 

1 Washing Machines Electric 

J Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 

Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 

APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


Hortfcdttun 

S4in stRva ripars sms 

I MHTl* St*rtCt ORALS NOW AVNLA0U I 
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Gas 
Services 


Combination Boiler 
& LPG Specialist 


Competitive&Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 



Diking Bmwmt Pert. Ltanftrw, 

J CcudtndqD CfTI 7Pf 

LLUuJ 01446 775602^* 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


The 


Br Ltd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


. . Tj®® §©orotl ®Q§ 


WE SELL 


BOTTLED 

GAS 

Free Local Delivery 
and Collection 


Tel. 01446 771999 
Unit 20, 

Vale Business Park, 
Llandow 

www.randt.co.uk 


35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured.| | B 
Service Engineers 4 TSi 

-- 1 
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K&A Services Ltd 


“A family run business” 


All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, 
carpet cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task to big or small, just ask! 


I Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


' [PQODGOOGdSGlID 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job 
too small 
07526 125982~ 
or 01446 753503 



‘DC Plumbing 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 
jiqm m 

. 0*44* 41 *71 

UM !*>*•» 


J P EDWARDS 


PLUMBING * 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 




OM4« 7»01J7 

»kii gunu * 


07719 005524 

■ 


GAM Plumbing & Heating 

01446 735 681 or 07815 Q 97 994 24hrs 

W Combination Boiler Specialist 

P" Annual Boiler Service only £40^^ 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements^^^J 
All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. ^5? 

Fast, Friendly Service. 301616 


S.M. Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists .-ZQIi 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 230141 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, Ty Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 



All aspects 
off Plumbing 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 


Competitive&Reliable I 

01446 796263 
07814 3943781 

JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
> & Tiling 


DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
07876 506982 
01446 740176 53440 


tf©[]©|})toGQ© 




01446 

794266 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


atxlent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 





HOME 

MAINTENANCE 

Plumbing, Carpentry, 
Tiling, Painting, Locks, 
Catches, Flatpacks, 
Outdoor Pressure 
Cleaning. 

Free Quotes - Low Costs 

07769 874668 
01446 711008 




The 

GEM 

01446 

774484 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass Eat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 




01446 404838 

Si Ivey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
www.silveyroofing.co.uk 

1 W 


Roofing 
specialists 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


fr 

I noc 


Established 1987 


c_ 

ROOFING Ltd 

Roofing & Waterproofing Specialists 



Flat Roof Specialists 
life expectancy 50 years + 

Slates & Tiled Roofs 


Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 


m 


Domestic & Commercial 
I All Work Guaranteed 



Over 30 Years Experience 
Free No Obligation Survey 


Discounts given to OAP’s 


uf j'jJ 


Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £10.99 • In structor training 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 

• Automatic Vehicles now available 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists J 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 


Your local Skip Hire Co. 
for Barry & The Vale 


POSSIBLY THE CHEAPEST 
SKIPS IN SOUTH WALES 


80% of Waste Recycled 

■m 


Open: Mon-Fri 
7am - 6pm 


Saturday 
8am -1 pm 


REMOVE 

- 


Abacus Skip Hire 

Your local skip hire company 
£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same calendar month 

Mixed Waste 

2 yard £79 
4 yard £105 
5.5 yard £115 
8 yard £155 
16 yard £240 
16 yard (wood only) £200 


We Buy PVC Windows - We pay up 
to £2.50 per kg for Electrical Cable 


Prices not inc. of VAT or permit, if required. 



INSTAI 

SKIP HIRE LTD. 



Mini, Midi & Large 
Builders Skips 

Delivered & Collected 

Discount Available 
on Hardcore Skips 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

WASTE COLLECTIONS 

(includes labourers) 

Tipper Hire 
& Digger Hire 
Available 



Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email installskiphireltdpotmail.co.uk 


3> 
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Wait j ail 

IDH Solutions - Vehicle Traders I 

Scrap or not we buy the lot CASH 


lamin minimum - Any vehicle 
with at least 3 months MoT 
in good working order 

hi kin minimum any vehicle 
up to £50,000 cash paid 


muni minimum any vehicle 
pre 1993 L Registration 


www.scrapmetal veh icletrader.co. u k 

07785 943145 or 01446 728137 



SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST CfiSH PRICES 

FOR UNWANTED SCRAP 
£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 



Top prices/service for 

Computers - Electricals 
Non-Ferrous Metals 


Major Metals Recycling 


Why trash it? Cash it! 

For immediate payment, please bring ID and bank details 


FIND US NEXT TO THE TOWER 
ON LLANDOW TRADING ESTATE 
Tel: 07972510158 
Email: info@majormetals.co.uk 
www.majormetals.co.uk 


s&0 
s : 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 


All MoT 
Failures and 
No Tax 

£100 to 

£1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 593732 
07983 541302 


SCRAP YOUR CAR LEGALLY 



VEHICLE RECYCLING 
& SCRAP METALS 


We buy any: Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UP TO £20,000 im pSSt e 

We will beat any price localIv lsT3ilRMl for: 
Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 
Armour Cable, etc. 


ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
the DVLA and 
Environmental 
Agency in 
Barry 


We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


Call us today on 

01446701707 

(24 Hours) 


FTTffifl tec? 


Big Bag Logs 

Seasoned Logs 
Delivered to your door 

Logs are delivered in the big bags 
Use straight out of the bag 

Call PREMIERTURF 

Phone 01443 237439 
Mobile 07815 861864 

Use the GEM to promote your business. 
Call: 01446 774484 

The GEM 
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Happy Birthday 


all your 
friends at 

The GEM 


Topstak 

■ WnJkntj ibmiCldti 

Due to the expansion of our business we are 
offering excellent career opportunities to join 
our established and growing company. 

SALES OFFICE PERSON 

We are looking for an enthusiastic person to join our 
busy sales team. The job involves assisting 
customers on the phone, in the showroom and on¬ 
site surveys at customers’ homes to produce 
estimates. Experience would be beneficial, but 
training will be given. Must be computer literate and 
hold full driving licence. 

KITCHEN DESIGNER / SALES PERSON 

We require an experienced individual to join our 
rapidly growing kitchen division. The position will 
involve dealing with customers in the showroom, 
conducting site surveys and creating kitchen designs 
using a CAD package. Previous experience in selling 
kitchens required, knowledge of CAD based design 
and a clean driving licence required. 

COFFEE SHOP PERSON 

We are looking for an enthusiastic person to work in 
our new coffee bar Monday to Friday. The work will 
involve making and serving teas/ coffees together 
with hot food and light lunches. Knowledge of Food 
Hygiene and Standards would be helpful but 
training will be given. 

Please send CV to 

Adam Pedersen, 

Topstak, Unit 42, Vale Business Park, 
Llandow, Cowbridge CF71 7PF 
Email.adam.pedersen@topstak.co.uk 


Happy 50th 
Birthday 


(16.1.13) 


With loads of love & kisses 
Lucy & Rhys xxx 
Your close friends in the 
Wyndom Gower 
Appreciation Society xxx 
and work colleagues at St. 
Richard Gwyn High School 


WYN GOWER 


ARE YOU FIT TO DELIVER? 

We need fit reliable people to help distribute this 
newspaper to local homes once a week. 




•TEENAGERS 
(aged 13 years and over) 

•ACTIVE SENIOR CITIZENS 
•HOUSEWIVES - STUDENTS - SHIFT WORKERS 

Please ring : 01202 670999 

e-mail: recruiting@thedistributionbusiness.co.uk 

If we do not have an immediate vacancy in jif 
your area, your details will be placed on our * 1* 

waiting list until a suitable opportunity occurs. 

YOU KNOW IT MAKES SENSE! 



Simon (& Pip) 

Great to meet up over 
Christmas - hope you see this 
before you return to Uni. 
Catch up again, in Oxford or 
Edinburgh. Call me! 
Bethan (& Tinker) 






JENKINS 

Graham Robert 

of Llantwit Major 

Died suddenly on 18th December 2012, age 73. 
Partner of Wendy, husband to the late Helen and 
father to Paula and Laurie-Ann, brother of 
Elizabeth and the late Bryn and Winston. 

Wendy would like to thank all members of family, friends 
and work colleagues who attended Graham’s funeral on 
3rd January 2013 at Bridgend Crematorium and for the 
floral tributes and kind donations to the Multiple Sclerosis 
Society and British Heart Foundation. 

Special thanks to the Reverend Huw and Mr Ian Ketchell. 
He will be sadly missed by all. 




SYMMONDS 

Sylvia Agnes 

On 7th January 2013 at Holme Tower, Sylvia of 
Llantwit Major. Dearly loved mother of Dawn, 
Linda and Jill and a loving and much loved 
grandmother and great grandmother. 

She will be sadly missed by all her family and 
friends. Resting at W.A. Brown & Son, College 
Street, Llantwit Major until the Funeral Service on 
Friday 18th January 2013 in Coychurch 
Crematorium at 10.00am. 

Family flowers only, but donations may be made to 
Marie Curie Cancer Care c/o the Funeral Director 
(cheques only). 




yilriafiiJ E>3[P©©Q(£)K 


W A Brown Son 


Funeral Olrecloc* 


24 hoAjra a day 7 c 
• Funor* p* oaynrunt ptone 
• Memorial rryjson'y 

PenotHoke Mouse. 

College Sired, Llantwit Major JTS 

01446 792 4 B9 *** 




BAXTER 

Allan Geordie 



On 25th December, aged 86 years. 

Loving Husband of Anne, much loved Dad of Alison 
& Neil and Father in law of Steve and Deanne. 

Funeral service to be held on Monday 14th January, 
12.00 noon at Coychurch Crematorium. 

Family flowers only by request, donations in lieu 
to Ty Hafan Children’s Hospice may be made 
c/o David Brown, Park Funeral Directors, 

7 Tynewydd Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan, 
CF62 8HB. 


BURKE 

Joan (Steph) 

Peacefully on January 5, aged 97 years. 

Loving wife to the late William (Billy) Burke, much loved 
mother to Anthony and Peter, mother-in-law to Shama and 
Heather, cherished grandmother and great-grandmother. 

Will be greatly missed by all who knew her. 

Resting at AG Adams & Son Funeral Home, Gladstone 
Road, Barry until the service in the chapel on Thursday 
January 17th, 2013 at 1pm, followed by an interment in 
Barry Cemetery. Flowers may be sent to the Funeral Home. 
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./Miners CottageX 
38 Long Row, 
Blaenllechau, 
Ferndale, Rhondda 
CF43 4NP 

Two bedrooms, bathroom, 
living room, kitchen. Freehold. 
Open view to front. 

£52,000 

01443 755151/ 
01656 857607 


semi with garage 
in 

LLANTWIT 

MAJOR 

£650 pem 

Call Ian on 

07970 267592 


Reaching 
the people from 
Penartn to Porthcawl 
Call 01446 774484 



UralSis Y®qd 



“THANK YOU” 

JEAN HURN 

Jean would like to thank all 
family and friends for their 
good wishes on the occasion 
of her 80 th birthday. 


THANK YOU 

Mona Blanchard 

would like to thank all her 
friends and groups for all the 
lovely cards and Christmas 
wishes sent to her. 
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ADVERTISE HERE £12 

inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. 
To take advantage of this 
offer simply either send in 
your description along with 
a cheque for the 
appropriate amount made 
payable to The Glamorgan 
GEM’ at The GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL or 
telephone us with your 
wording by 12 noon 
Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must 
contain a residential land 
line telephone number. You 
may alter your advert as 
items are sold. Sorry no 
refunds are given. 


Black Leather 
2 & 3 Seater 
Sofas 

Hardly used. 

£500 


Black Electric 
Cooker 

Hotpoint HUE61. 
Ceramic hobs, duel 
oven, 600mm width, 
hardly used £250. 
Move reason for sale. 
Tel 01656 650739 q2 


Pine Table, 

4 Chairs 
£125 

Dresser 

£125 

Tel 01446 773504 2 


Dreams AMY 
Day Bed 

(with mattress) 

New £100. 

TV Bush 19” 


Move reason for sale. 

Tel 01656 650739 2 


with built in DVD player 

£50. 

07715 414893 


l®H®CPS 
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R Reg 

Citroen Saxo 
1.1 Injection 

Silver, Long MOT, taxed. 

£450 

01446 772497 

‘Reliable Motor’ 


LOST 


in Cowbridge 


KEYS 

Vauxhall car key and 
2 gold keys, on silver 
Tiffany keyring. 


Tel 07883 062684 


CLASSIFIEDS 

• Family Announcements 

• Recruitment 

• Buying & Selling 

• Trade • Property 

• Birthdays 

• Anniversaries 

• Graduation • Births etc 


Use The GEM 

to reach all the people 
you need to! 

Call 01446 774484 

for friendly, helpful advice. 

gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk 
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‘Ban dogs in play 
areas ! 9 - councillor 

A BARRY councillor has called for a 
scrutiny committee to consider if dogs 
should be banned from entering all play 
areas across the Vale, in order to protect 
children. 

Independent Richard Bertin, who represents the 
Barry Court ward, requested that councillors consid¬ 
er the matter in the economy and environment scruti¬ 
ny committee. He said it was also being considered 
by other authorities across Wales., under the Clean 
Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005. He 
also wants the public to be asked if they are in favour 
of new dog control orders in play areas. 

Coun Bertin said: “If approved, this would cer¬ 
tainly protect children from harm in play areas and 
multi-use games areas. 

“I have been approached by members of the pub¬ 
lic about this matter, who are keen to see something 
done. If approved by both scrutiny and cabinet, this 
would make a real difference to the community.” 

The Vale Council has recently employed private 
enforcement officers from the XFOR Company to 
deal with environmental issues including dog foul¬ 
ing. It is said that further powers to ban dogs from 
play areas in the Vale would help the council with 
dog fouling prevention and make play areas safer for 
children. 


NEWS FROM PENARTH 
& DISTRICT RAMBLERS 

Sampling 
delights that 
put Barry 
on the map 


LAD to get 
out on an 
overcast but 
dry morning, six 
walkers and dogs 
Bracken and 
Bronte joined their 
leaders Janet and 
John for a seasonal 
stroll around four 
very different 
Barry beaches. 

Reaching Cold Knap 
or ‘pebble beach’ the 
group walked the prome¬ 
nade to Watchtower Bay 
and descended to cross 
the Old Harbour to 
Barry Island. 

Because of lack of 
funding, it wasn’t until 
the railway was built in 
1896 that Barry Island 
became connected to the 
mainland. 

After the first dock 
basin was opened at the 
newly-created Barry 
Dock in 1889, followed 
by two more docks, 
Barry was put on the 
map as it became a very 
prosperous coal export¬ 
ing port and the town 
soon grew. 

During the late 1800s, 
Barry Island attracted 
thousands of visitors, 
many of which arrived 
by train with the alterna¬ 
tive being to use the 
Yellow Funnel Fleet of 
paddle steamers based in 
Cardiff, which later was 
taken over by the White 
Funnel Fleet of paddle 
steamers, owned by P & 
A Campbell from 
Bristol. 

Then, by the early 
1900s, came donkey 
rides, Punch and Judy 
shows and the addition 
of a promenade at 
Whitmore Bay - which 
had turnstiles charging 
one penny (later 
reduced, resulting in the 
promenade being nick¬ 
named the halfpenny 
prom!). 

Crossing the lovely 


sandy bay the town is 
known for, the group 
joined the Clements 
Colley walk around 
Nell’s Point, on which 
Butlins Holiday Camp 
once stood, to their last 
beach at Jackson’s Bay 
before talcing the cliff 
path uphill to the resi¬ 
dential part of Barry 
Island. 

From Clive Road, 
they were able to view 
the changing face of 
Barry Docks, now the 
expanding Waterfront 
and in the centre of the 
new developments, the 
old Dock Office stands 
proud. 

This impressive head 
office of the Barry Dock 
Railway Company, with 
its Portland stone dress¬ 
ings and domed clock 
tower, opened in 1900. 

Outside stands the 
statue of David Davies 
of Llandinam, the coal 
magnate who helped to 
found the successful rail¬ 
way and dock company 
which was built by the 
civil engineer, Thomas 
Andrew Walker. 

Crossing part of the 
Waterfront, the group 
entered Broad Street, so 
named because it was 
the widest street in Barry 
at the time, and made 
their way down to the 
Parade Gardens and 
back to Bron y Mor after 
a delightful morning 
walk. 

Wear suitable cloth¬ 
ing, preferably boots and 
carry waterproofs, food 
and drinks. Some degree 
of fitness is required and 
if you are in any doubt, 
then please contact the 
walk leader for advice. 

To follow the group 
please log onto 
www. penarthramblers, w 
ordpress.com Rucksack 
badges, programmes and 
membership advice can 
be obtained from Pam 
on 029 2025 5102. 

JOY 

STRANGWARD 
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Llangewydd Arms’ super-heroes join the 
earthlings at New Year’s Eve celebrations 


NEW YEAR’S EVE celebrations at 
the Llangewydd Arms, Broadlands, 
Bridgend, involved quite a show of 
force, with dozens of super-heroes 
arriving from all points of the galaxy. 

Among those, celebrating the arrival of 
the new year in the human calendar were 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, Batman, 
Batgirl, Skeletor, Poison Ivy, Zorro, Hit 
Girl, and Popeye. 

Batman had invited GEM photogra¬ 
pher, Andy Wicks to record this unique 
occasion at which a few earthlings were 
also allowed to participate. 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by ANDY WICKS 

Telephone 07855 374478 
s_ * 









NEWS FROM 
LLANTWIT 
MAJOR WI 


THE first meeting of 
2013 was held on 
January 3 and mem¬ 
bers welcomed Jane 
Hutt AM as our first 
guest speaker of the 
year. 

The diversity of her 
working life was quite 
awe-inspiring and mem¬ 
bers wondered how she 
also managed to fit in 
some time for her family 
life, too. 

She explained how 
the National Assembly 
has evolved since its 
inception in 1999, with 
the intention of decen¬ 
tralising power from 
Westminster and the var¬ 
ious ministerial positions 
she has held. 

She is presently 
Finance Minister. Her 
week is divided into 
time spent in Assembly 
meetings and work in 
her constituency. 

Future hopes include 
upgrading the M4 and 
improving the viability 
of the airport. The ques¬ 
tion and answer session 
was lively and enjoyed 
by everyone. 

Members voted for 
the resolution to go for¬ 
ward to the NFWI. The 
competition was won by 
Jean Swift and the 
bloom of the month by 
May Davies. 

The next meeting will 
be held on February 7. 
Visitors and new mem¬ 
bers are welcome. 
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NETBALLERS DO SCHOOL PROUD 



THE year-7B netball 
team played in the 
Cardiff and Vale 
Development 
Tournament on 
Tuesday, December 11. 

Due to the vast up and 
coming netball talent 
throughout our county, 
the Sports Council for 
Wales, in association 
with Welsh netball, put 
together this tournament 
to encourage and reward 
greater participation. 

The rules of entry 
stated that no players 
that had played in A 
Team fixtures were 
allowed to play. 

Cowbridge faced 
Radyr, Bro Morgannwg, 
Howells and Cathays in 
the preliminary round- 
robin section of the tour¬ 
nament and despite fac¬ 
ing tough opposition, the 
Cowbridge team thrived, 
beating Howells 3-0, 

Bro Morgannwg 3-1, 
Radyr 3-0 and Cathays 1- 
0. 

The team of Manou 
Davies, Imogen Malor, 
Rachel Anstey, Sarah 
Jones, Izzy Utley, Molly 
Ward-Tossell, Freya 
Evans, Cirace Stimson- 
Jagger and Freya 
Johnson all played in at 
least two out of the four 
matches and played 
exceptionally well. 

As winners of the 
pool, Cowbridge had a 
‘bye’ in the next round 
and gained automatic 
qualification into the 
quarter finals in the cup 
competition. We then 
faced Howells second 
team in the quarter finals 
and raced to an excellent 
5-0 victory, thanks to the 
accurate shooting of 
Imogen Marlor at GA 
and Manou Davies at 
GS, taking Cowbridge 
through to the semi¬ 
finals! 

We faced Fitzalan in 
the semi-final, a team 
who were much taller 
than the Cowbridge girls 
and used their height to 
their full advantage to 
beat us 0- 2 at full time. 

It was a shame to go 
out at such a late stage 
in the competition but 
reaching the semi-finals 
in something the girls 
should be very proud of 
and we ended up a very 
respectable equal third 


DUE to the changes 
made recently at 
Llantwit Leisure 
Centre, it has been 
necessary for the 
Llantwit Major 
Shotokan Karate 
club to seek new 
premises. 

I am pleased to report 
that due to the kind sup¬ 
port of Wing 
Commander Paul Regan, 
Officer Commanding 
MOD St Athan and his 
PEd staff, we are now up 
and running in the MoD 
St Athan Gymnasium. 

Club nights remain as 
before, Wednesday and 
Friday 6.30-8pm. 
Access to the MoD 
Camp is through East 
Gate guard room and all 


out of 24 teams, which 
is an outstanding result. 
Well done to all the 
girls! 

Players of the match: 
Molly Ward-Tossell and 
Sarah Jones. 

The year-10 netball 
team played in the pre¬ 
liminary round of the 
county tournament at 
Whitchurch High School 
on Wednesday, 
December 12. 

Cowbridge were 
drawn in a really strong 
pool against Radyr, 
Plasmawr and reigning 
champions Corpus 
Christi. 

We played Radyr first 
and after losing to them 
by one point in the 
recent Urdd tournament, 
the Cowbridge girls 
were keen to seek 
revenge and forged 
ahead to lead 3-2 at half 
time. 

In the second half, 
outstanding defence 
from Rebecca Thomas at 
GK and Hannah Lister- 
Sims at GD kept the 
Radyr attack at bay and 
a solid performance 
from Megan McNamee 
at C enabled the 
Cowbridge attack to 
dominate. 

Kim Jerwood at GA 
and Laura Young at GS 
were on target and led 
the Cowbridge team to a 
well deserved 5-3 victo¬ 
ry. 

In the next match 
against Plasmawr, 
Cowbridge got off to a 
steady and solid start 
taking the lead to 2-1 at 
half time. 

In the second half, 
Cowbridge had the aim 
of reaching five goals to 
better the previous half’s 
score. An excellent per¬ 
formance from Yas 
Evans at GK kept 
Cowbridge in contention 
and an outstanding team 
performance enabled the 
girls to reach their target 
and secure a 5-1 win. 

In the final deciding 
match, Cowbridge 
played Corpus Christi, 
who are reigning county 
champions and 
renowned for their club 
and county players. 

Despite a gutsy team 
performance, with out¬ 
standing performances 
from Megan McNamee 


new members will be 
escorted onto the premis¬ 
es by a club member. 

We have superb facili¬ 
ties and I would like to 
invite and encourage all 
those looking to keep fit 
and learn a discipline 
which will last for life, to 
come along and give 
karate a try. The first ses¬ 
sion is free so you have 
nothing to lose. 

Please contact Sensei 
Simon Dodd on 01446 
751077 or 07917441138 
for more details. 

I would just like to add 
a ‘happy new year’ to all 
my students and thank 
you for your continued 
support during these 
changes: It is much 
appreciated. 

SIMON DODD 


at C, Hannah Lister- 
Sims at WD and Kim 
Jerwood at GA, the 
Corpus team were domi¬ 
nant and the score fin¬ 
ished at 10-4. 

As a result, the 
Cowbridge girls finished 
second in the pool and 
Corpus advance to the 
county finals. Well done 
to all the girls: Yas 
Evans, Rebecca Thomas, 
Hannah Lister-Sims, 
Sally Gambling, Megan 
McNamee, Ellie Davies, 
Evie Williams, Kim 
Jerwood and Laura 
Young. 

Player of the Match: 
Hannah Lister-Sims. 

Well done to Kim 
Jerwood in year-10 who 
has been selected into 
the Cardiff Hub netball 
development squad. 

Well done to Joanna 
Wilkins who has been 
asked to train with the 
under-17 Welsh Netball 
squad, and also Caitlin 
Allin, who has achieved 
the most man of the 
match awards across net- 
ball in Cowbridge this 
term. 

Congratulations to all 
the girls. Keep up the 
hard work! 

Also, well done to 
Maya Bell, Ffion 
Vickers and Bethan 
Swallow, who have been 
selected into the second 
round of the Cardiff 
Netball Development 
Squad. 

The next trial will 
take place at the end of 
January - good luck 
girls! 

The year-8 Urdd net- 
ball tournament was 
played at the Cardiff 
Met, NIACC Cardiff. 

We drew Bishopston 
in our first round. It was 
a very well matched 
game with the score 
showing how close the 
game was. We went 
ahead 2-1 in the first few 
minutes and then 
Bishopston came back 
with two goals. 

Accurate shooting 
from Annabel Hegarty 
brought us up and we 
led 4-3. Again 
Bishopston came back 
and we lost 4-5 on the 
final play. 

We had a long wait to 
play Dyffryn Aman in 
the second round. It was 
a close game again and 
disappointingly, the 
same score was repeated 
as we lost 4-5. 

Our next match was 
against Pontarddulas and 
we were the stronger 
team with a final score 
of 4-0. 

Cowbridge finally 
played Plasmawr who 
proved the better team, 
winning 6-3. 

Although we lost 
three matches and won 
one, the girls played 
well and enjoyed the 
experience of the day. 

RUGBY 

ON December 10, the 
Cowbridge year-8 
rugby team played 
their third fixture of 
the season. 

Having lost their first 
game in two years 
against Plasmawr, 
Cowbridge were out to 
show that this was just a 
bad day and something 
that would not be occur¬ 
ring again anytime soon. 

Cowbridge started 


very well, with all the 
early possession and ter¬ 
ritory. 

Stanwell though 
remained strong, and 
stopped Cowbridge 
crossing for the first try. 
Stanwell forced a penal¬ 
ty in their own 22, and 
began to progress down 
the field. 

This possession did 
not last for long, with 
Cowbridge tackling hard 
and forcing mistakes, 
resulting in the ball 
being turned over. 

Cowbridge kept on 
attacking, and eventually 
broke down the Stanwell 
defence. Rhys Durlucia 
opened the scoring, with 
a smashing run through 
the heart of the defence 
dive over the line. 

Bevan Howells to make 
the lead 7-0. 

The second try came 
from some excellent 
rugby, with backs and 
forwards were interlink¬ 
ing brilliantly, passing 
the ball along the line 
with ease. 

Reuben Williams 
(year-7) burst through a 
couple of tacklers, and 
provided a sublime pass 
to Rhydian Williams. 
Rhydian had a lot of 
work to do to get over 
the line and outpaced the 
wing, side-stepped back 
inside, and sent the last 
tackier the wrong way, 
for a superb individual 
and team try. 

The first half ended, 
and Cowbridge were 
leading 12-0. With 
Cowbridge still not hit¬ 
ting their peak perform¬ 
ance, they could not wait 
for the second half to 
begin. 

Tom Williams pro¬ 
duced the perfect start. 
After picking the ball up 
on the half-way line, 

Tom bashed his way 
through, around and 
over the defence, and 
sprinted to the try line, 
for a try under the posts. 

Tom highlighted his 
talent by starting the 
game at No 8, but 
switching to wing for the 
second half, and doing 
an excellent job at both 
positions. 

Cowbridge were not 
finished yet, and kept on 
turning the screw. A 
quick penalty was taken 
by loan Williams. The 
ball was passed out to 
Rhys Bradshaw, who 
wriggled his way 
through the defence, and 
slipped the ball to 
Bevan, who ran a great 
supporting angle and 
scored the try. 

Cowbridge had 
enough time for Rhydian 
to score his second try of 
the match. Reuben, 
again heavily involved 
in the play, made the 
hard yards, and then 
with outstanding deci¬ 
sion making and han¬ 
dling skills, shipped the 
ball to Rhydian outside, 
to run in for the last try 
of the match. 

Bevan added further 
insult to injury, by kick¬ 
ing the conversion from 
the touchline. 

The game ended, and 
Cowbridge won 33-0. 

Players of the match: 
Rhydian Williams, Tom 
Williams, Reuben 
Williams and Rhys 
Durlucia. 


SKIING 

FOLLOWING the sue- 
cess of pupils in the 
Welsh Schools skiing 
competition, two girls 
and two boys teams got 
through to the British 
School Artificial Skiing 
competition, held this 
year in Pontypool on 
November 18. 

It was a bitterly cold 
but sunny day, perfect 
fast conditions for the 
ski slope, if not for the 
spectators. We had suc¬ 
cess with our boys A 
team finishing in second 
overall position, well 
done boys. 

The boys B team fin¬ 
ished 19th and unfortu¬ 
nately, both girls’ teams 
were not placed, with 
too many disqualified 
runs. 

Individual results: 

Ben Thomas - 10th 
(40.96); Harry Hopkins - 
11th (41.15); Ben Jones 
- 38th (48.54); Jamie 
Griffiths - 50th (50.57); 
Henry Jones - 61st 
(53.17); Nick Griffiths - 
62nd (53.23); John 
Harvey - 63rd (54.00). 

Girls results: Amy 
Oliver-54th (1.05.35); 
Sophia Harpin - 55th 
(1.06.82); Olivia Brown 
dnf; Caitlin Jones dnf; 
Hannah Crosby dnf; 
Maisie Beech dnf; Cerys 
Bradshaw dnf; Suzy 
Jones dnf. 

Well done to all those 
who took part. 

FOOTBALL 

ON a cold December 
afternoon, the 
Cowbridge year-10 
football team enter¬ 
tained Glantaf in a sec¬ 
ond round cup tie. 

The 3G artificial pitch 
was used in order to pre¬ 
serve the grass pitches, 
currently recovering 
from the sustained poor 
weather. 

Cowbridge kicked off 
and it was immediately 
apparent that Glantaf 
would provide stern 
opposition. 

The Welsh school 
were keen to dominate 
possession and included 
a number of passing 
midfielders in their 
ranks. 

Allied to the size of 
the spine of their side, 
Cowbridge were going 
to have to be at their bat¬ 
tling best. 

However, this particu¬ 
lar team does not lack 
for character and 
coach/ref Mr Lewis was 
confident of a competi¬ 
tive fixture. 

After some early tus¬ 
sles, with both sides 
defending stoutly, 
Glantaf counter attacked 
and pounced to take a 
1-0 lead. 

They were pegged 
back within five minutes 
as Max Ragan scooped a 
cross-shot into the top 
right-hand comer of the 
opposition net. 

The remainder of the 
half was characterised 
by Glantaf controlling 
possession but 
Cowbridge looking 
increasingly dangerous, 
attacking on either flank. 

The second half con¬ 
tinued in the same com¬ 
petitive manner, with 
both sides determinedly 
pressing for the vital 
winner, and Glantaf 


seized the initiative with 
a decent shot that gave 
them a one-goal advan¬ 
tage. 

Again, Cowbridge 
fought back and some 
neat interplay on the left 
produced an equaliser. 
Furious attacking from 
both sides could not pro¬ 
duce a winner and extra 
time was required. 

Both sides looked 
dangerous as the added 
time unfolded, but it was 
undoubtedly the home 
side that was the more 
adventurous, taking the 
game to Glantaf and 
three times testing their 
‘keeper. 

In the last minute of 
extra time, when Glantaf 
had certainly settled for 
a penalty shootout, 
Cowbridge poured for¬ 
ward. 

A cross from the left 
and a header directed 
toward goal resulted in a 
Glantaf defender han¬ 
dling on the line to pre¬ 
vent the winner from 
being scored. 

Referee Lewis had no 
option but to award the 
penalty and Joe Treharne 
stepped up and slotted 
the ball home. 

With the final seconds 
played out under tremen¬ 
dous Glantaf pressure, 
the home side held on 
for a great win. 

HOCKEY 

THE year-7 hockey 
team played seven-a¬ 
side matches against 
Bro Morgannwg on an 
extremely cold and wet 
afternoon. 

Cowbridge A team 
had a good first match, 
with a 0-0 result at the 
end. 

In the second game, 
Cowbridge lost 3-2. 
with goals from Ffion 
McNamee and Mali 
Howell. Ffion was 
named player of the 
match. 

Team: Ffion 

McNamee, Mali Howell, 
Aimee Jones, Meriel 
Clode, Emily Jenkins, 
Georgia Armitage and 
Rachel Ansley. 

Cowbridge B team 
lost their first match 6-0 
and their second match 
2 -1, with the goal scored 
by Amelia Bent. 

Special mention must 
go to Sarah Jones, 
Eleanor Acey and Kate 
Workman, who worked 
hard throughout the 
game. 

Team: Amelia Bent, 
Sarah Jones, Francesca 
Weir, Isabelle Utley, 
Eleanor Acey, Rose Farr, 
Mia Riddick and Kate 
Workmen. 

The senior hockey 


team played Whitchurch 
and Howells in the coun¬ 
ty final on December 11 
at Whitchurch on a real¬ 
ly cold evening. 

We played a hard 
fought match against 
Whitchurch and had sev¬ 
eral breaks into their 
goal circle. 

They defended really 
well, stopping us scoring 
in the first half. 

In the second half, 
Rachel Bradshaw broke 
through and scored. The 
standard of play was 
excellent, with Katie 
Howson and Rachel 
Bradshaw feeding each 
other and the play was 
backed up with skilled 
work from Izzy Eddy- 
Williams and Rosa 


WELSH rugby is 
getting behind a 
popular local chari¬ 
ty - the Stepping 
Stones Appeal. 

Present and past stars 
of the Ospreys and 
Cardiff Blues will battle 
it out in a Question of 
Sport special in aid of 
Velindre Cancer Centre’s 
Stepping Stones Appeal, 
the Ospreys’ chosen 
charity for the 2012/13 
season. 

Adam Jones, Alun 
Wyn Jones, Ian Gough, 
Sam Warburton, Martyn 
Williams and Tom 
Shanklin will be just 
some of the team mem¬ 
bers at the event, which 
takes place on Thursday, 
February 28, at The 
Towers Hotel in 
Swansea. 

Ospreys captain Alun 
Wyn Jones said: “We’re 
all looking forward to 
going head to head with 
the Blues for a great 
cause. 

“We’ve got Adam 
Jones in our team and 
with his record when he 
appeared on TV in A 
Question of Sport, we are 
confident of securing the 
win.” 

Martyn Williams said: 
“We know we’re up 
against one of the coun¬ 
try’s foremost sporting 
anoraks in Adam Jones 
and we go in as firm 
underdogs. However, 
with Tom Shanklin in the 
team, anything is possi- 


Hartman. 

Final score 1-0. 

In our second match, 
we were stronger, even 
though Howells had 
more breaks through into 
our circle. 

We defended very 
well and cleared the ball 
convincingly, Laura 
Howells playing out¬ 
standingly. 

We scored twice, 
Rachel Bradshaw com¬ 
ing through on her own 
to score a clean goal and 
then Olivia Brown, mak¬ 
ing the final score 2-0. 

Cowbridge go through 
to the Welsh final to be 
played in North Wales 
on March 5. 

Very well done girls. 


ble!” 

Tickets for this event 
are £35 each and tables 
of 10 are available. The 
price includes a drink on 
arrival, a three-course 
dinner, superb entertain¬ 
ment plus a raffle and 
auction with some fan¬ 
tastic prizes. 

Tickets can be booked 
online at:www.velin 
drefundraising. com/book 
online or call Velindre 
Fundraising on 029 2031 
6211. 

Velindre Cancer 
Centre launched the 
Stepping Stones Appeal, 
a lung cancer research 
programme, to both 
increase awareness of 
their work, and to raise 
the money necessary to 
continue to fund and 
expand their research 
programmes. 

Following the success 
of a number of fundrais¬ 
ing initiatives including 
the Captains’ Climb of 
Mount Kilimanjaro, 
Mair’s Walk and the 
Stepping Stones rugby 
gala dinners, over 
£350,000 has been 
invested enabling the 
Wales Cancer Bank to be 
able to collect lung can¬ 
cer samples for the first 
time ever. 

These samples will 
then be used by 
researchers around the 
world to improve under¬ 
standing of lung cancer, 
which will help in the 
search for new treat¬ 
ments. 


All change at 
Shotokan club 


Rugby quiz 
clash will help 
the Stepping 
Stones Appeal 
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Barry Youth’s winning run 
comes to a crashing halt! 


HAVING had 
matches postponed 
due to inclement 
weather, and after 
being without train¬ 
ing facilities over 
the Christmas peri¬ 
od, Barry Youth 
were more than a 
little ring rusty 
going into this fix¬ 
ture with Pentyrch. 

To add further prob¬ 
lems, there were players 
absent from key posi¬ 


tions. 

Within minutes of the 
kick-off, confusion in the 
centre led to a huge gap 
which Pentyrch took 
advantage of, and they 
scored a converted try 
through their winger. 

A similar error min¬ 
utes later led to a chip 
over the Barry defence 
and a race to the line by 
the Pentyrch winger. This 
time the Barry scrum half 
got back to make it a 
drop out 22. 

Barry rallied from this 


early onslaught and 
found themselves 

camped in the opposition 
22 for long periods of 
time. Sadly, four Barry 
line-outs were robbed by 
Pentyrch, cancelling out 
good scoring opportuni¬ 
ties. 

Pentyrch eventually 
cleared their lines and 
Barry had to come away 
from without a score. 

Just on the half, 
Pentyrch robbed another 
Barry line-out and 
moved it through the 


backs to their wing, who 
scored an unconverted 
try. 

Early in the second 
half, Barry were turned 
over in the loose - some¬ 
thing that was now 
beginning to happen reg¬ 
ularly - and Pentyrch 
came away with another 
unconverted try. 

On top this, captain 
Luke O’Sullivan had to 
leave the field due to 
injury. Although Barry 
battled hard, tackled well 
and individually played 


Barry Bees take sting out of 
Newport HSOB’s power pack 


BARRY Bees under-lOs 
entertained an extremely 
powerful Newport High 
School Old Boys side after 
the festive break. 

It was clear from the first tack¬ 
le that the Old Boys game plan 
would be based around their huge 
forwards, when a fearless Stephen 
Williams scythed down one of 
their enormous second rowers as 
he pounded remorselessly down 
the slope. 

This set the pattern for the 
opening encounters with the 
Bees’ defence pushing their much 
bigger opponents backwards, and 
eventually forcing the inevitable 
turnover, with stand-off Cian 
Anderson scoring the opener from 
the Bees first possession, after a 
signature dummy. 

The Newport side were clearly 
not used to such unrelenting tack¬ 


ling and the Bees seized the initia¬ 
tive, with flying prop Rhys Lloyd 
taking a defence-splitting pass on 
the wing, outpacing the covering 
defence to score in the corner. 

The Old Boys responded 
strongly and using the slope to 
their advantage, scored a deserved 
try to bring them back into con¬ 
tention. 

This again spurred the Bees on, 
and tireless hooker Jacob Pereira 
bustled his way over after a series 
of powerful drives from the for¬ 
wards to put Barry in a command¬ 
ing position at the break. 

With the slope in their favour 
for the second half, the Bees were 
expecting to dominate, but the 
Old Boys were far from beaten, 
and their sheer power was taking 
its toll on the Barry boys, as they 
gained the initiative at the break¬ 
down with some aggressive ruck¬ 
ing. 


With the Bees struggling to 
cope with the increased tempo 
Newport scored two excellent 
tries to bring the scores level. 

The game was now in the bal¬ 
ance but the Bees showed their 
usual indomitable spirit to quell 
the Newport power, and their 
superior ball skills and technical 
ability came to the fore, as they 
dominated the closing stages of 
the match. 

Two great tries from Cian made 
the final score 25-15 in what was 
a full blooded match that was 
much enjoyed by the parents from 
both sides. 

Squad: Isaac McBride, Jacob 
Pereira, Rhys Lloyd, Dylan 
Morris, Ethan Watkins, Joseph 
Nationstead, Joe Tanner, Stephen 
Williams, Cian Anderson, Spencer 
Williams, James Chapman, Taylor 
Ross-Zeal, Cole Saunders, Robson 
Mallam, Simon McKenzie. JM 


ruggedly, as a team they 
didn’t. 

There was no cohe¬ 
sion, support was lacking 
and they did not commit 
numbers in the loose, 
whereas Pentyrch were 
doing the opposite and 
soon scored another con¬ 
verted try. 

Pentyrch heeled their 
first against the head and 
with the line in sight 
drove and scored again. 

The next score, how¬ 
ever, did belong to Barry 
when John Miles ripped 
a ball from a Pentyrch 
maul and passed back to 
Lucas Davies who drove 
20 metres down the blind 
side to score an uncon¬ 
verted try. 

But back at the office, 
Pentyrch stuck to their 
game plan, carried on 
driving relentlessly, giv¬ 
ing their back division 
plenty of quick going 
forward ball, and this 
resulted in two more 
unconverted tries. 

The final score was 
39-5 the heaviest loss for 
a long time and the end 
of a six-match winning 
run. 

Squad: Blake Wall, 
David Evans, Mathew 
O’Sullivan, Lucas 
Davies, Rhidian 

Mepham, Tom Adams, 
Jack Legg, Jake Adams, 
Kieran Davies, Sion 
Vidal, Mitchell Scott, 
Jamie Oaten, John Miles, 
Emyr Byrne, Luke 
O’Sullivan, Josh Taylor, 
Andre Williamson and 
Tom Ellis. 

MM 


News from Brynhill 
Golf Club Ladies 


THE wet and very 
muddy conditions 

have badly affected 
the ladies this winter, 
and the turnout for 
competitions has been 
very low, but despite 
the weather, some 
excellent scores were 
recorded. 

Congratulations to the 
following players who 
‘weathered the storm’ 
and won! 

Turkey trots: 

November 27 (week 1), 8 
holes winner Linda 
Hewlett, 14 points; 

December 4 (week 2), 10 
holes winner Jane 

Phillips, 17 points; 

December 11 (week 3), 
10 holes winner Linda 
Hewlett, 17 points; 

December 18 (week 4), 
10 holes winner Rose 
Pitman, 21 points. 

The final competition, 
held on December 18, 
was in conjunction with a 
mince pie and wine 
morning, the wine gener¬ 
ously donated by the 
present ladies’ captain 
Julie Harkin, and this 
year’s vice-captain 
Carole Bumford. 

Nibbles and pies were 
made by the ladies and 
were enjoyed by the large 
number who obviously 
found the social occasion 
more attractive than the 
golf. 

Raffles were organised 
and the proceeds gener¬ 
ously donated to Velindre 
Hospital. 

AP 



Past captain Jo Kirkpatrick (right) presenting 
the hamper raffled for Velindre Hospital 
to Alma Sheppard. 



Vice captain Carole Rose Pitman, winner 
Bumford dispensing of the mince pie 

Christmas cheer! competition. 
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Citroen DS3 offers style, practicality and speed 


MOTORING with 
TIM SAUNDERS 


T hose are the 
three key 
qualities of 
the Citroen DS3 
Ultra Prestige that I 
am testing this 
week. 

The moment I clap 
eyes on the sleek white 
hatch with blacked out 
rear windows and 
detailed alloys, I know 
that we’re going to get 
on well. 

I can relate to the DS3 
because Citroen has 
taken the hatchback and 
added its own unique 
angle, much in the same 
way that I try to with my 
writing. No matter what 
you do in life, if you can 
stand out from the crowd 
for all the right reasons 
you’ll do well and that’s 
what Citroen specialises 
in. 

The French manufac¬ 
turer, so my wife, an 


experienced graphic 
designer and artist tells 
me, has taken the DS 
letters and created a 
unique logo, splashing it 
liberally throughout the 
vehicle. This distinctive 
emblem can be found in 
black across the roof 
while a chrome version 
can be found on the boot 
and bonnet. It is also 
used on the dashboard. 

Externally the DS3 is 
a very appealing pack¬ 
age and this is main¬ 
tained inside. It’s only 
available as a three-door, 
which is just as well as it 
would lose its charm if 
two extra ones were 
added. 

This range-topping 
model has a choice of 
two engines: a 1.6-litre 
petrol or a diesel. 

There’s a stark differ¬ 
ence in performance and 
economy figures for the 
pair. The petrol will hit 


60mph from standstill in 
about seven seconds and 
has a top speed of 
130mph. 

It will return 47mpg; 
so does the 1.4-litre VW 
Polo but that takes over 
four seconds longer to 
travel from 0-60mph. 

Diesel drivers are 
always most interested 
in economy so the 
74mpg is sure to please 
them while the 9.4secs 0 
to 60mph and 118mph 
top speed is more than 
adequate. 

As I slide into the 
superb leather seat that 
cossets in all the right 
places, the first thing 
that catches the eye is 
the two-tone black and 
cream leather dashboard. 

This is mirrored on 
the seats. The designers 
have really gone to town 
on the DS3 and the driv¬ 
er certainly feels they 
are driving a prestigious 


vehicle as the name sug¬ 
gests. 

There’s a traditional 
handbrake rather than 
any of this modem elec¬ 
tric nonsense and a very 
good six-speed manual 
gearbox. This is a proper 
driver’s car with some 
room in the rear, large 
enough at any rate to fit 
daughter Harriett in her 
cumbersome baby seat; 
although it is a bit of a 
stmggle to get it into the 
rear due to the front seat 
not going far enough 
forward. 

For a car of this size 
more should be made of 
the room inside. When 
there are rear passengers 
those in the front have to 
have their seats so far 
forward that it is uncom¬ 
fortable. The boot is 


only as large as my 
Fiesta’s while there is 
less room in the back for 
rear passengers. 

An annoying rattle 
develops during the 
course of the test, which 
my wife reckons comes 
from the stereo. 

But it’s loaded with 
goodies including cmise 
control. This is operated 
by a fixed stalk on the 
left of the steering 
wheel, which is a good 
idea so that it can be 
easily operated no matter 
how much the wheel is 
turned. 

This function is useful 
on a long motorway 
jaunt and it is reasonably 
reliable when travelling 
uphill maintaining speed 
within a few mph. But 
when travelling downhill 


it does not hold the set 
speed; a hindrance in a 
residential area with 
speed cameras. 

Other luxuries include 
air conditioning, electric 
windows and a good 
quality stereo. The black 
wing mirrors, which 
contrast beautifully 
against the white body¬ 
work, automatically fold 
when the car’s locked as 
you can see in the video 
at testdrives.biz. 

Its boot is large 
enough to fit the shop¬ 
ping or a briefcase and 
laptop bag. Twice I hit 
my head on the black 
parcel shelf, which 
merges into the black of 
the cold winter’s night. 

It seems to be just at the 
right spot to catch me as 
I bend down to grab my 
bags from the boot. 

Parkers, the car 
experts, write: “The 
Citroen DS3 is the first 


in a range of very differ¬ 
ent Citroen models that 
put the emphasis on 
style and personality, 
along with strong per¬ 
formance and driver 
appeal. Indeed, it has a 
lot going for it in the 
looks department: the 
sharkfin-shaped mid-pil¬ 
lar isn’t traditional - you 
might even call it quirky 
- and the overall shape 
is much slicker than the 
more sedate C3 on 
which it is based. The 
‘DS’ badge reflects 
Citroen’s glory days 
when it built armadillo¬ 
shaped super saloons 
with hydro-pneumatic 
suspension that wafted 
and wallowed with a 
sense of occasion that no 


other manufacturer could 
match. With its stylish 
looks and compact size, 
it’s easy to see why so 
many comparisons have 
been drawn with the 
popular Mini and Fiat 
500.” 

Verdict: An excellent 
driver’s car and those 
with short friends will 
have no complaints, 
especially if they have 
no need to get anything 
from the boot! 

New price range: 
£14,850 - £20,950 

Citroen DS3 (10 on): 
0-60mph: 7.1secs, top 
speed: 130mph, power: 
155bhp, economy: 
47mpg, fuel tank: 48 
litres. 

Watch the video at: 
www. testdrives.biz. 


CAR HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 



PICTURED: 

Wayne Harrhy, Jamie 
Halford, Emily 
Halford, Morganne 
Gomez Jones, 
Matthew Bennett, 
Bradley Halford, Alan 
Evans, Ron Thomas, 
Mason Blackley, Cody 
Jacobsen, Evan 
Baron, Joel Wells, 
Brook Baker and 
Thomas Haysham. 


Cadoxton Schools of Tae 
Kwon Do annual awards 


ON Friday, December 21, the Cadoxton 
Schools of Tae Kwon Do celebrated an 
extremely successful year with its annual 
awards presentation and disco at Market 
Street Club. 

The night was a great success with parents 
and students alike all enjoying themselves. 

The ‘best beginner award’ went to Brook 
Baker, while the ‘most potential’ trophy was 
awarded to Evan Baron. Evan was also the 
recipient of the club’s ‘best of grading’ at the 
last grading of 2012. 

The ‘most improved female’ and ‘most 
improved male’ awards went to Emily Halford 
and Mason Blackley; they have both worked 
hard at their basic techniques showing that they 
have a good future within the martial art of Tae 
Kwon Do. 

‘Competitor of 2012’ went to Thomas 
Haysham, who has moved up a category and is 
now competing against bigger opponents, but 
this has not deterred him. 

Joel Wells was the recipient of the persever- 


L ANPOW 

Van Sales-Spares-Repairs | 
1 Van MOT Preparation 

1 Vehicle Recovery- 
Collection and Delivery 


ance trophy, as over the past year he has showed 
remarkable perseverance not only on the tour¬ 
nament scene, but also in weekly training. 

Cody Jacobsen received the ‘best attendance’ 
trophy having only missed three training ses¬ 
sions all year, showing not only his dedication 
but also his parents’ commitment to his train¬ 
ing. 

The ‘Indomitable Spirit award’ went to Alan 
Evans; Alan has only been competing for the 
past six months and has shown his will to win 
along with good sportsmanship. 

Two special awards are given out in memory 
of Charles Ames and Michael Conibear, and the 
very popular Bradley Halford was the recipient 
of the ‘Michael Conibear (star student) award’, 
which was donated to the club by Michael’s 
mother. 

Wayne Harrhy received the ‘Charles Ames 
Memorial Shield’, for his work with the stu¬ 
dents and for winning his personal battle over 
the past 12 months. 

‘Student of the year’ went to Matthew 
Bennett for his all-round ability hard work and 
dedication to the art of Tae Kwon Do. 

For further information and training times, 
call 01446 406372. 

Ron Thomas 


Ford 

Ford Focut 

Ford Focus 
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Tel: 01446 793550 or 793540 
Mobile: 07810 350433 

Unit I OVale Business Park, Llandow 


Chips A way 

Professional quality repairs at a fraction of 
bodyshop costs 

✓'Quick i/Convenient t/Fully guaranteed 
* Paintwork Scratches 
Bumper Scuffs * Alloy Wheels 

To arrange a free no obligation estimate call 


Paul Jarvis 07904 840202 


Alternatively, call 

0800 028 7878 1 


or visit 

y vynvw.chipsaway.co.uk 



Has you car been 
damaged by floods? 

Lewis Motors will remove all your interior, 
dry, clean, valet vehicle and re-fit carpets 

for £ 220.00 inc VAT 

Any additional damage can be quoted for on inspection. 

MOT £40 - MOT & SERVICE £99.00 
MINOR SERVICE £99 - MAJOR SERVICE £185 
FRONT BRAKE PADS REPLACE £66 
REAR BRAKE PADS REPLACE £57 
AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE £55 
VALET, TYRE PRESSURE CHECK, LIGHTS & LEVELS £10 


Good Garage Scheme 



O blackcircles.com 


Opening Hours: Monday - Friday 8.30am - 6pm; Saturday 9am - 1pm 

S @ '3 3cgd OiLStl®@ 


1 City Road, Cardif f, South G lamorgan. CF24 3BJ 
Tel/Fax: 029 2048 0829 lewixmotors2004@btconnect.com 
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09 BMW X5 X-Drive 35 
Diesel M-Sport 

In white with tan leather, 40,000 miles, 
1 owner, huge specification 

£29,995 



04 SMART City Pulse 
Automatic 

Red/black two tone, £30 road tax 

£2,495 



57 SKODA Superb V6 


upe 

Elegance Auto 

In Met Grey with full leather, 16,000 miles, sat nav 

£5,995 



S BMW Z3 1.9 Convertible 

In silver with black leather, 

18 inch alloys, etc 

£2,995 



58 VW Golf 1.9 TDi Match 

In silver, 86,121 miles, air con, alloys, etc. 

£6/495 


08 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 
Diesel (Face Lift) 

Black, 71,000 miles, fantastic value 

£7,995 


07 HYUNDAI Coupe 1.6 III 

In electric blue, 48,000 miles, 1 owner, 
sports coupe 

£4/995 


08 FORD C-Max Zetec 
1.6 Diesel 

Met blue, 51,000 miles 

£7,695 


JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


09 BMW X5 X-Drive 35 Diesel M-Sport. In white, with 
tan leather, 40,000 miles, 1 owner, huge specification 

.£29,995 

59 BMW Z4 S Drive 2.5 Auto. Met blue with white leather, 
39,000 miles, £7,500 of extras when new . . .£17,995 
11 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 CDTi EFIex. In white, 25,000 

miles, sporty looks, low running costs.£9,995 

04 BMW X3 2.5 Sport Auto in met blue with beige 
leather. 59,000 miles, Panoramic roof, etc . . . .£7,995 

10 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SE Auto. In met blue, 38,000 

miles, host of extras .£7,995 

59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport in yellow, 15,000 miles, a/c, cd, 

etc, £30 road tax, low insurance.£7,495 

08 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 Diesel (Face Lift). In black, 

71,000 miles, fantastic value.£7,995 

08 FORD C-Max Zetec 1.6 Diesel in met blue, 51,000 

miles.£7,695 

59 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 SRI 5-Dr. In silver, low mileage 

example with bodykit .£6,995 

09 VW Golf 1.9 TDi SE Estate. In silver, FSH, fantastic 

value, new shape at.£6,995 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Design 5-dr Automatic. Met 

grey, 20,000 miles.£6,495 

08 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 Diesel Design (150). In met 
black, 1 owner, 7 seats.£6,995 

58 VW Golf 1.9 TDi Match 5-dr. In silver, 86121 miles, 

a/c, alloys etc .£6,495 

57 SKODA Superb V6 Elegance Auto. In met grey with 

full leather, 16,000 miles, sat nav.£5,995 

56 JAGUAR XType 2 litre diesel SE. In met silver with 
beige leather trim, 73,000 miles , sat nav .... £6,495 

59 PEUGEOT 207 1.4XE 5-dr in black, 23,000 miles £5,995 

59 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 Verve 3-dr. In black, 19,000 miles, 

1 owner, Air Con, alloys etc.£5,995 

58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 T2 5-dr. In silver, 25,000 miles, low 

insurance .£5,995 

08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Design 5-dr Automatic. In 

met grey, 21,512 miles .£5,795 

58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 TR 5-dr. In red with a/c, cd etc 

.£5,695 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Design 5-dr. In ice blue, 
41,000 miles, low insurance .£5,695 

11 KIA Picanto 1.0 Space 5-dr. In silver, 10,000 miles, 

low insurance .£5,495 

10 VW Fox 1.2 Urban. In red, 32,000 miles, 1 local owner 
with e/w, c/I.£5,495 

60 VW Fox (55) 1.2 3-dr. In silver, 21,000 miles, low 

insurance .£5,495 

09 NISSAN Micra 1.4 Convertible. In silver, 1 local 
owner, only.£5,495 

57 NISSAN Note 1.4 Acenta. In black, 29,000 miles, 

superb throughout.£5,495 

55 VW Passat Highline TDi 10 Diesel Estate. In black, 
58,000 miles, with black leather .£5,495 

57 NISSAN Note 1.6 Acenta. In electric blue, 31,000 

miles, superb throughout .£5,295 

58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style Climate 3-dr. In metallic red, 

48,000 miles.£4,995 

08 CITROEN C3 1.4 ‘Cachet’. In silver, 15,000 miles, 1 

owner.£4,995 

57 FORD Fiesta 1.5 Diesel Style 3-dr. In met purple, 
51,000 miles, £30 road tax.£4,995 


03 


59 BMW Z4 S Drive 2.5 Auto 

Met blue, white leather, 39,000 miles, 
£7,500 of extras when new 

£17,995 


59 VAUXHALL Astra 1.4 Life 5-dr. Metallic graphite, 

44,000 miles, 1 owner.£4,995 

07 HYUNDAI Coupe 1.6 III. In electric blue, 48,000 miles, 

1 owner, sports coupe .£4,995 

07 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Design Coupe. In black, 

53,000 miles.£4,995 

07 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Convertible. In 

met-black, 34,000 miles .£4,995 

07 TOYOTA Yaris TS3 1.3 5-dr. In light blue metallic, low 

mileage example at.£4,995 

56 SAAB 9.3 Linear (150) Convertible. In met-blue/navy 
hood, full leather, 66,000 miles.£4,995 

55 TOYOTA Corolla CLR 2.0 Diesel 5-dr. In 

platinum metallic, 62,000 miles.£4,995 

53 MERCEDES 320 CLK Auto Avantgarde. In ice blue, 

full leather trim, stylish sports coupe at.£4,995 

05 PEUGEOT 807 SE 2.0 Diesel 7 Seater. In ice blue, 
44,000 miles, 2 owners.£4,995 

56 CITROEN C4 VTS Coupe. In met grey, 39,000 miles, 

high spec example at.£4,795 

57 SMART ForTwo Passion. In silver, 48,000 miles with 

leather, h/seats, a/c.£4,495 

X MERCEDES 320 SLK Auto. In electric blue with full 

leather trim, 82,000 miles, convertible at.£4,495 

03 MINI Cooper Automatic. In met red, 73,000 miles, 

host of extras .£3,995 

56 CITROEN C4 VTR 1.6 Coupe. In met-burgundy, 

45,000 miles, great looking car at.£3,995 

56 NISSAN Micra 1.4 Sport 3-Dr. In silver, 38,000 miles, 

with air con, alloys etc.£3,995 

55 FORD C-Max 2.0 Ghia Auto. In met grey, 71,000 
miles, fantastic value at.£3,995 

58 DAIHATSU Sirion 1.0S+ 5-dr. In silver, low 

insurance + £30 road tax, with sun roof .£3,795 

53 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 Diesel REference 5-dr. In yellow, 
71,000 miles, fantastic mpg .£3,295 

53 VW Polo 1.2 Twist 5-dr. In met silver, 89,000 miles, 

alloys etc.£2,995 

52 SMART Pulse Convertible Auto. In black, 33,000 

miles, £30 road tax.£2,995 

03 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.9 diesel 3-dr. In yellow, 

88,000 miles, fantastic MPG.£2,695 

S BMW Z3 1.9 Convertible in silver with black leather, 
18 inch alloys, etc.£2,995 

52 PEUGEOT 206 Convertible. In met blue/black, 

leather, 46,000 miles, 1 owner .£2,695 

51 BMW 316Ti SE Compact. In met jade, 78,000 miles, 

nice example at .£2,695 

02 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Ghia 5-Dr. In met blue, 65,000 

miles, air con, alloys etc.£2,695 

55 HYUNDAI Accent 1.3 GSi 5-dr. In black, 75,000 
miles.£2,495 

54 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Dynamique 3-dr. In met red, 

58,000 miles, low insurance .£2,495 

04 SMART City Pulse Automatic. In red/black, two tone, 

£30 road tax.£2,495 

54 FORD Focus 1.6LX 5-Dr. In silver frost met., 80,000 
miles, air con etc.£2,495 

53 PEUGEOT 206 GTi in ice blue met, 70,000 miles with 

a/c, cruise control, cd .£2,495 



11 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 
CDTi EFIex 

White, 25,000 miles, sporty looks, 
low running costs 

£9,995 



59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport 


In Yellow, 15,000 miles. Air Con, CD etc. 
£30 road tax. 


£7,495 



56 JAGUAR X-lype 2 litre Diesel SE 

Met silver with beige leather trimm, 
73,000 miles with sat nav 

£6,495 



RENAULT Clio 1.2 Dynamique 3-dr. In met-blue, 
56,000 miles, low insurance, a/c, cd.£2,195 


10 VW Fox 1.2 
Urban 

Red, 32,000 miles, 

1 local owner 

£5,495 


R3C 


All cars supplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

Just a small selection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


R3C 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 


□ 



MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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ATHLETIC START 
NEW YEAR WITH 
SOLID VICTORY 



Seatt Derrick evades a tackier. 
PICTURES BY KERRY EOTHERGILL 


IT was a happy new 
year for Bridgend 
Athletic as they 
secured a bonus 
point 31-18 victory 
away to Beddau in 
the National 

Championship. 

It was also the first 
occasion the Athletic had 
won at Mount Pleasant 
Park, and was by far their 
best performance to date 
in the Championship. All 
19 players used played to 
their potential on the day. 

The Athletic got off to 
an amazing start. They 
kicked off and good fol¬ 
lowing up saw prop Rod 
Apsee charge down an 
attempted clearance kick. 

He regathered and put 
the supporting flanker 
Lloyd Evans in under the 
posts for possibly the 
quickest try inside 30 


seconds in the 
Championship to date. 
Captain, and outside half 
,Steven Lewis added the 
conversion. 

This gave the team 
great confidence and 
playing down the slope 
they took the game to 
Beddau. After 10 minutes 
player-coach/centre 
Stuart Morris made an 
excellent break on half 
way. He ran into the 22 
before passing outside to 
full back Rhys Thomas. 

An inside pass to Rod 
Apsee saw the mobile 
prop cross behind the 
posts. Lewis again con¬ 
verted to put his side 14- 
0 ahead. 

Almost immediately 
Beddau wing Tim 
Benjamin reduced the 
deficit with a twenty 
metre penalty when the 
Athletic were penalised 
at a scrum. The rest of the 
half was fought out 


mainly in no man’s land 
as both sides cancelled 
each other out. 

On the stroke of half 
time Athletic flanker 
Lloyd Evans was yellow 
carded for a technical 
offence and Benjamin 
reduced the home side’s 
deficit to 14-6 at the 
break. 

On the restart playing 
down the slope and with 
a slight wind advantage 
Beddau made their extra 
man count. They opened 
up play switching from 
left to right for centre 
Curtis Cunningham to 
speed over wide out. The 
conversion failed - but 
Beddau, now only three 
points behind, had their 
tails up. 

Evans return restored 
the numerical advantage 
and the Athletic went 
back on the attack. 
Within two minutes of 
his return No 8 Sean 
Derrick showed initially 
tremendous strength to 
break clear from a ruck, 
and then a great turn of 
speed to race from half 
way into the 22, before 
good hands saw wing 
James Olds benefit from 
a long pass to scamper 
over in the comer. Lewis 
made an excellent touch- 
line conversion to put his 
side 21-11 ahead. 

Despite inaction for 
four weeks due to the 
inclement weather the 


Athletic had maintained 
their fitness with regular 
training sessions - 
including one at the 
Welsh team headquarters 
at the Vale Resort. 

This now kicked in 
and they got the upper 
hand at forward. The 
front row of Liam 
Griffin, Nathan Holman 
and Rod Apsee, and later 
replacements Evan 
Yardley and Matt Muir 
returning to his old 
stamping ground, held 
their own against a phys¬ 
ically larger Beddau front 
row unit. 

Griffin was also out¬ 
standing in the loose with 
a very high tackle count. 
Locks Jonathon Stoker, 
Morgan Evans and 
replacement Griff Davies 
were prepared to put 
their bodies on the line in 
attack and defence. 


The back row, led by 
vice captain Sean 
Williams, Lloyd Evans, 
Sean Derrick and 
replacement Ben 

Thomas, completely nul¬ 
lified their Beddau oppo¬ 
nents and were quickest 
to the breakdown. 

Athletic pressure led 
to a penalty converted by 
Steven Lewis. Then 
arrived the bonus point 
try and try of the game. 

The Athletic pack 
patiently went through 
the phases with a series 
of drives around half 
way. 

This softened up the 
defence and flanker 
Lloyd Evans spotted a 
gap to race down the 
touch line and throw an 
inside pass to No 8 
Derrick, who beat two 
players to cross under the 
posts. 

Lewis converted for a 
match haul of 11 points 
and his 108th point of the 
season and also stretched 
the Athletic lead to 31- 
11 . 

Half backs Aled 
Thomas and Lewis kept 
the Athletic on the front 
foot with astute tactical 
kicking and regular 
snipes from Thomas to 
tie in the Beddau back 
row. 

Beddau went all out to 
reduce the deficit and it 
took magnificent tackles 
by wing Nick Hinton 
(twice), centre Michael 
Hathaway and scmm half 
Aled Thomas to keep 
them out. 

They finally crossed 
for a consolation try in 
the 74th minute when 
replacement lock Owen 
Sheppard took a quick 
tap penalty from five 
metres out to bulldoze 
his way over. 

Benjamin added the 
conversion to complete 
the scoring and leave the 
Athletic with a welcome 
31-18 bonus point victo¬ 
ry. 

CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 29 



Sean Williams takes on Beddau’s no.8. 


Pencoed win moves 
them up the table 


PENCOED reversed the 
early season one point 
home defeat against 
Bryncoch with a convinc¬ 
ing 35-21 victory in the 
Neath valley. 

The Pencoed backs enjoyed 
their most productive afternoon of 
the season, accounting for all six 
tries, outside half Marc Davies 
prompting his threequarter line 
with a variation of short and long 
passes. 

Pencoed scored in the opening 
minute, scrum half Ben Read cap¬ 
italising on an aborted home clear¬ 
ance to pounce for a gift score. 
Bryncoch responded to take the 
lead for the only time in the match 
with a converted try through their 
pack. 

Pencoed quickly regained the 
lead, Davies releasing Lloyd 
Bargery with a well timed short 
pass, the young centre breaking 
the gain line for Marc Davies to 
race in from 20 metres. 

Sustained Pencoed pressure 
saw Davies extend his side’s lead 
with a penalty goal. Pencoed con¬ 
tinued putting width on their game 


and causing the home side prob¬ 
lems with their pace out wide, one 
such attack bringing their next try. 

Read took an inside pass fol¬ 
lowing a full round of passing 
from his threequarter line. 
Pencoed player/coach, and even¬ 
tual man of the match, Aaron 
Halse was leading by example, 
winning loose ball on the floor, 
this allied to his athleticism 
around the park. 

Against the run of play a lapse 
in the Pencoed defence saw the 
home side score at the posts and 
reduce the Pencoed lead to 18-14. 

Approaching the interval 
Pencoed had the last say of the 
half, Davies and flanker Halse 
showing good hands to put Glen 
Hiscocks in possesssion, and the 
full back, who is enjoying his best 
season for the club to date, needed 
no second invitation to race over 
wide out for a 23-14 lead. 

Early in the second half Halse 
was again instrumental in 
Pencoed's next score, breaking 
away in his own half for the ball to 
reach wing Richie Samuel who 
sped in from 30 metres. 

It was now Pencoed's turn to 


defend, hooker Tom Drew saving 
what appeared a certain try with a 
fine cover tackle at the comer flag. 
Second row Paul Macfarlane then 
got his side out of trouble bursting 
through a tackle in his own 22 
before setting off on a sixty metre 
mn. 

Unfortunately, supporting prop 
forward Andrew Shillam unable to 
hold on to the offload. Pencoed 
replacement wing Aaron 
Songhurst was soon in the action, 
finishing off good combined play 
at pace to cross wide out, and 
Davies converted for a 35-14 lead. 

To their credit the home side 
were not finished and once again 
their pack drove over in the dying 
moments for a final scoreline of 
21-35. 

This win saw Pencoed move 
above Bryncoch into fifth place in 
Division 3 south west. On 
Saturday Pencoed host fourth 
placed Morriston at the Recreation 
ground and a home win without 
conceding any bonus points will 
see them move into the top four. 

TR 


attempt. 

Kenfig Hill attacked 
from the start with the 
forwards gaining posses¬ 
sion, the backs spun the 
ball and full back 
Raymond Evans entered 
the line, bursting through 
to score, outside half 
Nicky Giles adding the 
conversion. 

Skewen attacked from 
the restart and their big 
forwards exerted pres¬ 
sure on the Mules but the 
home defence was res¬ 
olute with the forwards 
holding their own in a 
series of scrums close to 
the line. Skewen were 
eventually award a 
penalty which their out¬ 
side half James Ball con¬ 
verted. 

Kenfig Hill had two 
players sin binned in 

Bridge 

results 

THE results for 
Bridgend Bridge 
Club for recent 
evenings are: 

Wednesday, January 2 

- North South: first Bill 
Turner and Marjorie 
Morris, second John 
Beard and Liam 
Sheridan, third Colin 
Lewis and Mildred 
Trigg-Knight; East West 

- first Mary Moore and 
Di Jones, second Dave 
Barwood and Jane 
Brook, third Linda 
Pinnock and Denis 
Mottram. 

Friday, January 4 
first Mary Moore and 
Jane Brook, second Vida 
Halford and Glyn 
Williams, third Denis 
Smith and Sheila Storer. 

In addition to the regu¬ 
lar club nights on 
Wednesday and Friday 
evenings at 7pm at 
Nolton Church Hall, 
there are lessons on 
Fridays also at Nolton 
Church Hall with 
Graham Jones - all wel¬ 
come, to register an inter¬ 
est please contact 
Graham Jones on 01446 
775952, Steve Burgoyne 
on 01656 6661968 or 
David Newman on 
01656 646789 

On Thursdays at 
Nolton Church Hall in 
January there are friendly 
sessions at 2pm for those 
who would like to try 
duplicate bridge - for fur¬ 
ther details contact David 
Newman on 01656 
649138 or Steve 
Burgoyne on 01656 
661968. 

DN 


quick succession but the 
13 Mules were more than 
a match for the visitors, 
holding their own in the 
scrums and in a dazzling 
move from their own 25 
Raymond Evans scored 
his second try of the 
game, with Giles con¬ 
verting. 

Skewen tried hard to 
score but Alun Brace and 
Chris Tossell in the cen¬ 
tre stopped every move 
with some solid tackling. 

Kenfig Hill went on 
the offensive straight 
from the kick off and 
went close to scoring on 
two occasions, dropping 
the ball close to the line 
before Alun Brace 
showed some delicate 
skills, ghosting his way 
though the covering 
defence to score under 
the posts, Giles convert¬ 
ing. 

Scrum half Tom Brigs 
then got in on the act 
sprinting from the half 
way line for a brilliant 
individual try, Giles put¬ 
ting over the long con¬ 
version. 

Skewen then started 
playing some good rugby 
and scored two quick 
tries through Reece 
Jenkins and James Ball, 
with Ball putting over the 
two conversions. 

This spurred Kenfig 


Hill back into action and 
after some good passing 
movements Raymond 
Evans finished off with 
his third try of the after¬ 
noon. 

This gave a final score 
of Kenfig Hill 33, 
Skewen 17. 

Alun Brace was 
named as man of the 
match with a fine all 
round display in attack 
and defence, with his 
partnership with captain 
Chris Tossell in the cen¬ 
tre developing into one 
of the strongest in the 
league. 

It is pleasing to see 
Raymond Evans return¬ 
ing to top form after a 
long lay off through 
injury. 

The forwards played 
particularly well against 
a big Skewen pack and in 
the second half dominat¬ 
ed the scrums and line 
outs. Jason Davies had 
another outstanding 
game in the back row and 
Matthew Tossell gave his 
usual solid performance 
when he came on as sub¬ 
stitute. 

The Mules have drawn 
Seven Sisters away in the 
third round of the Plate, 
and the game is to be 
played on January 19. 

GOS 
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Matthew Davies. 
PICTURE BY PETER GILLING. 


Mules make 
Plate progress 


IT was with great 
relief to both Kenfig 
Hill and Skewen 
that this SWALEC 
Plate game finally 
started at the third 





























